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Your Excellency Ato Meles Zenawi,

orime Minister of the Federal Democratic
Zepublic of Ethiopié and Chairman of

—he 31st Ordinary Session oI the Assembly
- Heads of State and Governmant,

“our Excellency, Mr. Paul Biva,

cresident of the Republic oI Cameroon,

“our Excellencies Heads of State and Government
znd Heads of Delegations,

“our Excellencies, the First Ladies,

“our Excellency, Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
Sacretary General of the United Nations,

Zistinguished Guests,

_zdies and Gentlemen,

We are delighted to be in Yaounde, the beautiful capital of
znis country, the land of the hospitable and generous veople of
Cameroon. Since our arrival here, we have felt at home among
crothers and sisters. We ars pleased to be in Cameroon, a country
wnich is known for its rich aznd diverse cultural heritage. We find
z source of inspiration in tnis country which, over the years, has
snown impeccable commitment to the cause of Africa and African
znity and has made an imperzant contribution to our continental
Zrganization including proviiing two of its distinguishzd sons to
szrve as 1ts Secretary Generzl.. It is, therefore, with zarticular
Z_esasure that I wish tc <zonvey our heartfelt grat:i-ude and

zcpreciation to President F=z._ Biya, the Government anc czople of




Mr. Chairman,
Your Excellencies,

_adies and Gentlemen,

One year has elapsed since the last session of your Assembly.
“here have been significant developments in our countries and our
continent continues to convsy mixed signals. On the one hand,
here are the agonies anc ZIrustrations our people continue to
suffer as a result of severs economic hardships and the suffering
and misery imposed on them v the conflicts afflicting many parts
of our continent. Hundreds of thousands of our people including
children and women, fearinc Zor their lives and safety and those of
their beloved ones, are beirng forced into exile - quite often in
search of mere survival. Irnzocent children are being caught in the
midst of adversity and are experiencing the anguish cf war and
numan folly. Some of them Zzve even been used as instruments for
the prosecution of war anc in the process robbing thex of their
nnocence and denying them zheir basic right to grow ur as normal

znildren.

Conflicts in our contirz=nt continue to cause loss oI lives and
Zastruction property and iafrastructure. They generzte hatred
zmong our people and underm:ne our efforts at nation-building and
zocial and economic progress. At a time when other rec:ons of the
w2rld are making giganti:z orogress in human develcc-2nt, our

-ontinent is lagging behirZ znd the great majority of zur people
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On the whole, our countries and people have continued to exert
cmormous efforts in their gqusst for peace and developuwment. These
-win objectives must be purs.ed concurrently. For the absence of
war or conflict is not encugh to guarantee peace anc cohesion

within our societies. Peace zo be durable and sustainable, must be

=.1 encompassing.

On the political frczt, we are witnessing ncouraging
iavelopments as our countries effect changes aimed at ensuring that
iamocracy takes root in our societies and that human rights are
cromoted, respected and prctected. Most of our countries have
=mbarked on policies to usher in political pluraliZsm, good
=overnance and the rule of _zw. Elections are being hela to allow
-ur people to decide on hcw and by whom they should be ruled.
“arough these elections, thz people in our continent are being
-radually empowered to tzxe charge of their destiny. One
significant development in the context of democratizaticn has been
-ne gradual but effective ersrgence of a dynamic, vibrant and free
cress 1in our countries. We need to continue crsating an
=nvironment which allows thz media to play its full role as we must
=1so expect of them to dc so in a responsible and ccastructive
-anner. These are all inde=Z very welcome developments which need
-5 be consolidated as we crapare ourselves to meet tnz various

-nallenges facing our cont-m=nt.
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racking as these efforts offer the most viable framewcrk for a

_asting peaceful solution tc the conflict in Burundi.

On the larger humanitar:an crisis in the Great Lakes Region,

:= is imperative that deliberate and sustained efforts be taken to

~sercome the current impassz on the repatriation of an estimated

)

er two million refugees. This situation 1s precnant with
=xplosive developments and czrtainly constitutes a threat to the
s-ability of the countries <Z the region - both the countries of

zsylum and the countries of crigin.

In Somalia, we contin:z to be concerned that, dsspite all
=Zforts, there is no ~+isible sign of progress towards
~aconciliation among the various groups in that country. Yet, we
-zve to persevere in our enczavour to assist the people cf Somalia
-5 overcome their difficult:izs as we should also do in tze case of

--her conflicts and situat:zns of tension that still czrevail in

-zher parts of our continerc:.

In all these situaticns of conflict, our Organization has

=-rived to assist, either Zirectly or indirectly, ir advancing

z2ace and understanding. = might not always have succeeded in
--hieving breakthroughs, iz our countries and our Crzanization
-annot be accused of not haw:ng tried. In some instances, however,
.= have been able to registz=r sncouraging results. The =7 efforts

-~ the Comoros were particu’zrly rewarding. The Sierra -zone Peace
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tnderstanding. It needs to be nurtured to grow and be able to
rzintain its role. Above &a.l, it needs support, political and
:nancial, from within and c:u:tside Africa to enhance its agility
znd capability to effectively carry out the responsibilities

smcrusted to it.

W~ . Chairman,
~“sur Excellencies

“zdies and Gentlemen,

On the economic front, cur countries have for several years
--w been engaged in carrying out bold reforms and acjustment
crogrammes intended to improve the living conditions for our
csople. These reforms have scmetimes compounded the hardships of

-ur people, particularly the most vulnerable groups.

It was therefore with @ s=nse of relief and encouragement that
w2 recently received indicaztions of positive results 1in the
zzonomic performance of the continent as a whole. This provides

round for optimism. It is -ur sincere hope that this trend will

(A®]

-= sustained.
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institutions, to redefine and build, with us, a new generation of
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For our part, we shoulc zndeavour to take up the chzllenge of
sconomic integration seriously. In this respect, more attention
m2eds to be focused on s:trengthening the regional economic
croupings which constitute the building blocs of ths African
Zzonomic Community, particu_arly those of them which zre still
wzak. I am confident that our leaders will take advantacs of their
cresence here to consult on -ow best to address this issus which is
cZ vital importance if we ars to make progress on the path towards
—ne economic integration of the continent. On our part, we shall
zontinue to work relentless’w in close cooperation with cur Member
Zzates, the regional econcmic communities and other partners,
czrticularly the United Nations Economic Commission for ifrica and
zne African Develcopment Eznk in pursuit of the causs of the
zzonomic development and‘in:egration of our continent tmrough the

-mplementation of the Abuja Treaty.

It is self evident tha: zpart from representing a unique forum

Zor promoting economic integration and cooperaticn on the
-ontinent, the African Econzmic Community is the most z=ctoropriate
Zramework within which Afr:cz could develop and build i:s strength
:~d solidarity and thus be - a better position to deferzZ, protect

:nd preserve its interests.
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At the continental levszl, we need to develop confidence in
curselves and in our people. We need to release the ZIcrmidable
znergy and resource of our veople and channel them towards the
~2newal of our continent. Wz need to encourage the creative talent

znd ingenuity of our people.

In this respect, we must recognize the important role that
women should play in effectinz the desired transformation. We need
-s promote more audacious &and ambitious policies to enable this
-mportant and dynamic secmant of our society make its full
zontribution to the socio-eccniomic development of our countries and
zssume its share of responsizilities in the policy makinc process.
.= doing so, we shall == duly recognizing the ZInvaluable
contribution and enormous seczrifices women have made ana azre making

-~ the development process - our countries.

More generally, we snculd rely on the role of the civil
zociety which must be enhanc=d. Our intellectuals, the madia, the
-rade unions and other professional associations and orcanizations
snould be encouraged to parz:cipate in the whole process of change
z=nd renewal in our continern:.

Last but not least, t=z youth in our continent ccnstitute a
~.ge reservoir of energy znd resource which, with zhe right
=mvironment, are ready to szzve as a powerful force for cnange and

rrogress.
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working methods to ensure that when our policy orczans take
<zcisions, they are effectively implemented. It is inc=sd more
cvredible for our Organization to take a few decisions and —ave them

:-plemented than to have a plethora of resolutions and cscisions

w~ich will be confined to the archives.

We should design together a renewed Organization to £z able to
“fectively assist our countries to meet the challenges that lie
zmead. I submit that we should aim together at strenghtening our
Zrganization so that it could be more modern, dynanic and

rasponsive to the needs and sxpectations of our continer:.



