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Mr. chairman,

Distinguished Heads .of Btate and dovernment,
Eateemad‘ﬁwalimu'5uliua.Nyereru, Y 5
Honourabié'xinistors &nd Aczbassadors, -
Ladies and Gentlamen,

Of all the tasks I have had to perform in my capacity as
Sedrétary General of our Organization, very few have indeed
been more pleasant.than the singular honour of delivering this
Motion of Thanks from a |grateful Continent to its leadership
and peoples following tHe completion of a noble task.

Man? Years ago, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere was invited to
°pen one of the Sessiols of the Committee, I recall hin
stating then, that it would have been a singular honour to the
Government and the People cf Tanzania if he had been invited
to give a speech to wind up the Liberation Committee after it
-had accomplished its mispion - that is - to have a liberated
Africa. He said that w%uld be Africa's finest honour.

Forx
many years, I too have }ooked forward to that day and this

hour. I feel elated that it has finally come.

After many years of struggle to end colonialisnm and
‘racial oppression on the Ccntinent, wa feel privileged to have
not only so many distinguished Heads of Sﬁate and Government
as well as Mwalimu Julius Nyerere whose personal role in the
liberation struggle was critical, join us in celebration, but
alsoléx similarly distinguished Presence of leaders of the
liberation struggle who are now at the helm of affairs in
their respective countries. I equally Justifiably feel proud
and share in the fulfill-zent which the liberation of the
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to dominata thae African scena these ‘dayg, theiaécohpiiSHﬁean
of the liberation Struggle remain promiaing :éigns on  aur

tribute to the Founding Fatherg of our ‘Organization th} at
their higtorie meeting in Addis Ababa;”Ethiépia,:rrdm 22 - 25
May 1963_had,the'vision,and courage of conviction to initiate
the establishment Of the Liberation Committee, thereby
launching the long and protracteq struggle ‘which reached
finality with the defeat of Apartheid ang the\electiéh‘of a
- hon-racial and - democratic Government of National Unity in
South Africa, AR T & . ' S '
Distinguiahea Heads of gtate and Government,
’ ¢

From 1963 to 1994, thig Continent acteq in concert and
unity of purpose. By sheer determination and political
goodwill, this Collective action .and the Support of 411

decision—making and on the Platform of international
‘Organizatjoensg and  other multilateral fora. Indeed, the

SUpport extended by you ang Your peoples tqo the liberation
struggle wag unqualified, ranging fronm moral, diplomatic and
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;Slitiéal, financial ang matefial, to providing»logistical

éupport to the National%sts fighting against racism and .

"colonialism in their countries.

b
e

‘Tﬁat we afe gathered here in Arusha today is the gréatest
testimony to the heroism and sacrifices made by leaders and
combatants of National Liberation Movements. Indeed, during
the thirty~ona Yeare life span of thisg Committee, we and the
werld have witnessed some of the finest examples Of heroism
and nobility of the human spirit, as individuals were willing

-

to pay even the ultimate price and supreme sacrifice, if

necessary, to secure the freedom of future generations of
Africans. Today, we salutas all those who were involved in
that struggle against one of this century's worst exanple of
man's inhumanity}to man. Today, our Continent remembers with
the deepest gratitude and respect, and Pays homage to the
ccurage of those wha gave their lives so that we all can now
live in freedom from Cape to Cairo.

Almost thirty years ago, the Liberation Committee Meeting
ir par es Salaam from 24 - 25 November 1964, adopted special
Resolution No.1. That Resolution declared that the African
Independent States were determined to embark on a firm and
ccntinual struggle until Africa was totally freed from the
cclonial yoke, Today, our meeting 1in Arusha is an
acxnowledgement that we have remained unwavering in our
oblective of prosecuting the liberation struggle, and have
achieved the tasks we set for ourselves in that special
Resolution. Obviously, without total commitment and surport
of all Member States -of our Crganization, it may have taken
much longer to arrive at where we are today.
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In thisg Connectian, va pay epeoial tribute o thea United
Repupblie of Tanzania, the Rapublic of Zambia, the Repobiiu 0
Angola_and tha Repubiic of Mozambique which hosted the Offices '
of the Liberation Commitsgg 8c well as the othar Countrieg i
Southern, Central ang Westarn Africa whicph Provideg dependaly] .

FeAr bages g ‘Nations) Libaratjop Movemant.s during tpe

but Suffice it to state that all over the Continent,
assistance wWas extendegq wWhich wag Varied in nature, Fanging
from training i educationaj institutions, and military

It is also appropriate, while congratulating ourselvesg
for g job well dona, that we ‘also Place o record oyr
indebtedness to the international community which remaineq
Steadfast and Supportive of the struggle for the liberation of

Committee of 24 on Decolonization; the councjj Lor Namibia,
tie Specia) Committee Against Apartheiq and the Various

assistance they extendeq to Liberation Movementg AQuring thejrp
Strfuggle. pNot to be lert Ut is thg Non~Aiigned Movement, the
League of Arab states and the Commonwea 1ty whose rple
througnout tne Period wag e€Xemplary ang critical in ensuring
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that the worig attention remaipeg focussad,. to the inperative
of fighting against racism and coloniulism in our Contipent
anhd elsewhere. We would also wish to take thie Opportunity to
thank our Nordic and Scandinavian Triends, ac well ag those in
other parte of Western Europe lncluding thogsa in the former
Eastarn Europe, Amia and +tha Americans for thair invaluable

assistance in tha fight to ena colonialiem anpg Apartheid in
Africa, ‘

I have deliberata]y hithighféd these linkages and the
bonds which emerged during the liberation struggle between us
and our friends outside the Continent in order to use our
appreciation of the past to build bridges for the future. As
wa celebrate thase achievements in the area of decolonization
and the end of apartheid, I remain optimistic and convinced
that these happy developments will lay the firm foundations of
democracy and prosperity on the éontinent. Those bonds of
friendship which served our Continent so well in the past,
nust now be refocussed to deal with the challenges of managing
conflicts and improving the lives of our pecples. Indeed,
apart from our well known and publicly expressed.willingness
to continue to work with friends of Africa in the
consolidation of our hard won freedom, we must pursue with
greater vigour, the onercus task of empowering Africans
economically and democratically.

The horrors we are witnessing in Rwanda today, the tragic
conditio;]s in Somalia, Angola andg Liberia as well ag the
contlicts in Buru%di and Sudan, all need the undivided
attention and determination of our countries. Today we
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rejoice at Africatg attainment op Politicay liberation, But
W& must ensyre that, thig liberation ye ara celebrating, is

During that Struggle, Africa stoog 48 one ang Spoke with:
one vojca, Today that §pirit of unity ang Common Purpoge ig
all the more nNeeded, 1he eéxperience of cooperati_on which ouyr
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of Course the tag of decolonization Would have been
constrained without thfs dedication of the Staff of the -
Liberation Committee. Let me therefore commang Brigadier

at the Executive Secretarig- both pagst and present fer the
o'_ftstandingly SUccessfy] manner they have implemented the
deciasjiong ©f the Liberatjop Committeq Over the Years. pnot
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only have they heen extremoly industrious, but have
distinguished themselves for goed quality, conscientious and
dependable performance.

I would like to single for particular manticn the corps
of drivers who kept the lifeline between the frontlines and
the near basaes open -~ often braving war, to decliver supplies
and material to the combatanta, Our Ofganization,remains
indebted to them all for the many vears of dedicated and loyal

service to the cause of African’liberation and to the OAU in

particular. A

In conclusion, let me add my voice to all those who have

eXpressed special gratitude to the government ang people of

the United Republic of Tanzania, for the excellent cooperation
they have always extended -to the CAU, as well as the
facilities they placed at the disposal of the Liberation
Committee and National Liberation Movements. It ig my earnest
hope that when the history of fhe liberation struggle 1in

Africa ig written, this country will have a pride of place for
itw contribution.




