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Mr. Cl`airman,

!Io.n.our3bleMinistersand
Heads of Delegation,

DistinguishedDeputyExccutiveSecI.ctaryofthe
UnitcdNationsEconomicCommissionforAfrica,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Iwishtowelcomeyoualltothe69`hOrdinarySessionofthcCouncnof

Millistcr.i      I   w'ould   likc,   I.I-om  tlic  out.set,  to  cxi)I.c``.`   my  apprcciation   k)  the

outgoingChairmanofCouncil,Mr.YoussoufOuedraogo,MinlsterofForelgn

AffairsofBurkinaFaso,andhis|)redecessor,Mr.AblasseOuedraogo`forthe

commendable efforts they deployed during their tenure of office.   I  wish  also

to congratulate in  advance,  the  incoming Chairman of Council  and  hi``  Bureau

and  a`ssure  them  o``  the  fullest  co-operation  of  the  Gcncral  Secrelarlt"  in  the

discharge of their functions.

This69'hOrdinarySessionofCouncHisexpectedtobcmainlydcvoted

to  the  consideration  of  financial,   budgetary  and  administrative   mattcr``,   as

weHastosocio-economicis`suesofconcerntotheOrganization.Nonethelesfi

given  the   fact  that  this  session   is   being  held  against  the  background  of  a

dlsturbing  proliferation  of conflicts  in  the  Continent,  I  believc  that  Council

would  wish   to addre.ss  at  least   some of them  as  it deliberates  on  the  various

itemsincludedinitsagenda.Inthiscontext,Ihaveextenslvelyreferredtothe



coi``1ict  `siluations  in  the  Introductory  Note  to  my  Report  which  ha`s  already

been circulated to Council.

On  (he financial situation of the Organization and as Councn  is aware,

wc     witncsscd  a  considerable   improvement  over  the  thrcc  financial   years

bctwccn   1994  and   1997.    This  improvement  came  about  partly  as  a  direct

rc.sult   of  the   implementation   of  the   sanctions   imposed   against   defaulting

countries  since   1994.     Indeed,  starting  from  the   1994/1995   financial  year,

there  was  an  encouraging  trend  in  which  Member  S(ates  made  detetmined

c`Il-ol.I.`  to  pa}'  thcir  arrears  and  honour  their  obliga[ion.i  toward``  the  regular

budget.       However,   this   positive   development   was    reversed   during   the

1997/1998rinancialyearwhenMemberStatesrelaxedtosomedegrceintheir

efforts   to   meet   their   financial   commitments   to   the   Organization.      This

situation has continued to prevail during the current financial  year.

I  wi.`h  to  seize  this  opportunity  to  urge  Member  States  to  rekindle  the

spirit  and  commitment  which  they  earlier  demonstrated.    While  I  appeal  to

then`   (o   honour   their   commitments,    I   am   fully   aware   of   the   rinancial

con.straints  our  Member  States  are  experiencing  in  the  light  of  the  daunting

``ocio-economic difficulties  which  they face.   Yet,  I  believe  that when  there  is

(hc commi(ment,  the  required  resources,  which  are  af(er aH  modest,  could  be

mobili/.ed.   I  wish,  in  this  respect,  to pay special  tribute  to  the  Member States

which   have   been   paying   their  financial   contributions   to  the   Organi7,ation,

regularly  and  on  time.    Thanks  to  the  commitment  and  dedication  of  these



Mcil`bcr  S(atc``,  tl`c  Organizatlon  has  benefi((ed  from  a  rela(ively  sus(ained

cashflowoverthepastyears.Indeed.theyhavebecnasourceofstrengthfor

H`e   Organization   in   its  efforts  to  cany  out  its  programmes  and   meet  its

rinancial obligations.

I   believe   however,   that   it   is   only   fair   that   the   burden   should   be

equitablysharedbyaHtheMcmbcrStales.Ieamestlyhope,therefore,thataH

Member   States    will    assume    their   financial   commitments    towards    the

organi7.ation.

Thirty-sixyearsago,theOrganizationofAfricanUnitywasestablished

as  an  Organization  to  promote  freedom,  unity,  solidanty,  understanding  and

co-operation   among   African   States   and   to   defend   the   interests   of   the

Continent  and  Its  people     In  the  new  African  and  International  context,  the

Organlzation  is  called  upon  to  play  an  even  greater  role     One  of  it``  major

agendaistheestablishmentoftheAfricanEconomicCommunityDespitelts

limited  resources,  the  Secretariat  has  been  doing  its  utmost  to  carry  out  Its

mandate  in  connection  with  (hc  es(ablishmen(  of (he  Community   Efforts  arc

being   made   to   co-ordina[c   and   harmonize   the   activities   of   the   Regional

Fr,\r,,\,-,:_  ,1 _ _  _      ' .--. `\,6|\,IICII
Economlc  Communi[Ies     These  efforts  have  not  always  been  crowned  wlth

successastheconditionsinsomeoftheRegionalEconomicCommumtie``are

no(ye(fullyconducivetoeconomicco-operationandintegra(ion



Parallel  (o our efforts  rcla(ed  to  (he  building of the  Afric<`n  Economic

Community,theSecretariatisalsoassumingitsadvocacyrolcinpromoting

and  defendii-I8  .uLle  colicciive  interests  ol` our  Member States.    In  that  regard,

we   have   been   supporting   the   position   of  the   Member   States   in   global

negotiationssuchasthoscbctwecnthcACPandthcEUandwithinthcWorld

Trade Organization.

The   Organization   has   also   been   actively   involved   in   undertakings

aimed  at  promoting  peace,  security  and  stability  in  the  Continent.     In  this

rc`spcct,   the  scourge  ol.  conllicls  which  a`.flicl.`  our  countric.s  has   been   and

continues    to    be   our    major   concern.        Whether   acting    directly,    or    in

collaboration  with  regional  and  international  institutions,  the  OAU  has  been

as   active   as   possible   in   promoting   peaceful   solutions   to   conflicts   in   the

Continent.     In  the  process,  the  Organization  has  endeavoured  to  provide  a

continental     and     African     approach     and     perspective     to     regional     and

intemational  initiatives with which it is associated.

Since   the   last   session   of  Council,   the   Organization   has   focused   it`s

allention  on  the  grave  situations  developing  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of

Congo,Angola,SierraLeone,theComoros,betweenEthiopiaandEritreaand

ln  other  areas  such  as  Somalia,  Burundi  and  Guinea  Bissau.    Regarding  the

situation  in  the  DRC,  the  OAU  has  been  playlng  an  active  role  in  support of

regional   efforts   aimed   at   seeking   a   la.sting   and   peaceful   solution   to   the

conflict,  which  unfortunately,  has  assumed  grave  proportions.    I  wish  to  put



on  record  my  profound  appreciation  to  the  leaders  of  the  Region  for  their

untiring  efforts  to  bring  about peace  in  the  PRC  and  the  Region.    I  wish  in

pallic.dldl  iu  pay  tribute  to  the  President  of Zambia.  Mr.  Frederick  Chiluba

whohasbecnco-ordinatingtheregionaleffortsandwithwhom1havebeenin

continuous    contac{s   and   consultation.       I    also   wish    to    undcrscore    the

contribution  of the  United  Nations  especially  through  its  Secretary  General,

Mr.KofiAnnaninourjointeffortsaimedatendingtheconflictinthcDRC.

ItisobvlousthataHofus-thecountriesoftheRegion,includingtheregional

organizationSADC,theOAUandtheUnitedNations-needtoredoubleour

ellorts  Hi  t)rdcr  to  cnd  this  tragic  conflict  and  to  do  so  on  the  basHs  of  the

I`undamcntalpnnciplesoftheOAUandtheUnitedNations.

InAngola,weareextremelydistressedattheresumptionofafuuscale

civH   war      The  Intransigence  and   irresponsibility  of  the   UNITA   leadership

andespcclallyofJonasSavimbiascharacteri-/.edbythepersistantviolationof

thcLusakaProtocolhasledtothis.Africaandtheintemationalcommunityat

large  must  Intensify  their  efforts  to  bring  to  an  end  this  war,  by  i."  a/la

cn`uringlhcfuHandscrupulousimplementationofsanctlons,imposedbythe

Unitcd  Natlons Security Council  against  UNITA.

Wc   have   been   following  closely   the   `situation   in   Sierra   ljeone   and

suppoiling  the  efforts  of  the  ECOWAS  countries  and  ECOMOG,  aimed  at

promoting   a   .`olution   to   the   crisis   ba`sed   on    the   support   of   the   elected



Govcmmcnl  of  Prcsidem  Tijan  Kabbah  and  the  promotlon  of dialoguc  and

i`ego(ia(ionsas(hemostdefini(iveway(oendthecrisis.

The  situation  in  the  Comoros,  and  in  particular the  separatist  threat  in

Anjoua"  continucs  to  pose  a challenge  to  the  Organi7.ation     With  the  active

role  of  the  countries  of  the  region  the  Organization  has  done  all   it  can  to

promoteanearlyandpeacefulsolutiontothecrisis.Despitcthescefforts,the

situationintheComoros,Iamafraid,isbecomingmorecomplicated.Itismy

rerventhopethataHthepartiesinthatcountrywillseizetheopportunityor

H"  loithcomlng  lmcr  Islands  Comorian  Conlercncc,  schcdulcd  to  bc  held  iii

An[ananarivo,Madagascartoriseabovetheirpartisaninterestsandagreeona

new   instltutional   framework,   which   will   take   into
---_    .-t,,\|„,qLl

aspirationsofaHthelslandsandtheirpopulationwhilepreservingtheunity

;'n,I   I,1rr:,,\-:_I    :__`ilnd  lcrritorial  integmy of the Comoros.

were  welcomed  by the  international

account   the   legitimate

Regarding(hedisputebetweenEthiopiaandEr]tTea,theOrganization,

through  Its  High  Level  Delegation,  has  invested  a  great  deal  of energy  and

effort  in  striving  to  seek  a  peaceful  solution  to  this  unfortunate  crisis      The

pcacc  propo.`als  submitted  [o  the  parties  by  the  OAU  High  Level  Delcgation

\|/,>r,}   t,,^I,\,-___    I   ,            ,          -

community at  large as  fair and  balanced.
I+      _._   ._..   L...`.  ualaHl,cu.In  submitting  these  proposals,  the  first  and  foremost  consideration  was  to

avoid   the   resumption   of  hostilities   by   providing   the   basis   for  a   peaceful

``clllcmcnt     lt  ls  a  matter  of profound  regret,  that  desplte  the  OAU'.s  effort`s

whichweresupportedbytheintemationalcommunity,thewarre`sumedwith



greater intensity

destruction  and

'hr    I -.-. I",-.-`¢:,`.-`-'-    .`-u\^",I,|,\J,I

calling  for  an

proce`ss,  based

wish  to    make

ending   to   the

bc(wcen  (hc  two countries,  wi(h  its a((endan(  loss of Hre  and

i(s  complica(ing  consequences  for the  pcacc  process.    Since

of  iiusiiiities,   the  OAU   High   Level   Delegation,   has   been

immcdiatc  cessation  of  hostilities  and  a  rctum  to  the  peace

on  the  implcmentation  of the OAU  Framework  Agrecmcnt.    I

use  of this  occasion  to  reiterate  the  appeal  for  an  immediate

rlgl"ing   and   (he   imp]emcntation   of  the   OAU   Framework

Agreement.   The OAU win continue with its efforts and will do  its  utmost to

achieve this goal.

TheOAUhasbeenfollowingcloselydevelopmentsregardingthecrisis

betweenLibyaandtheUSAandtheUK.AsCouncHisaware,thisis`suehas

beenasourceofconcerntoourOrganizationoverthepastyears.TheOAU

togetlier  with   the

proposals  aimed  at

Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations  has  been  very  active  in  seeklng  a

solution  to  the  problem.    Presldent  Mandela  of South  Africa  also  deployed

commendable efforts  in  this  regard.

League  of  Arab  S(a(es  had,  at  some  point,   pu(   forward

promoting  a just  and  peaceful  solution  to  the  crisis.    The

It   was,   therel.ore,   with   a   sense   of   relief  and   sati`sfaction   that   we

welcomed   the   recent   agreement   announced   during   the   visit   of   Pre.sident

Mandela  to  Libya     Thls  agreement  which  has  been  confirmed  by  Libya's

communication   to   the   UN   Secretary   General   unblocks   the   long-standing

Lockerbieissuethroughtheholdingofafairtrialofthesu`spectsandremoval



ol. sanctions  which  have caused considerable  suffenng  to  the  Libyan  pcoplc.

In  welcoming  these  positive  developments,  I  would  like  to  recognize  tlie

i;ci-`i:oiel`u    diid    colislruc.ive    role    played    by    President    Mohamed    Hosni

MubarakofEgyp(ineffortstowardsresolvingthecrisis.

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlcmcn,

It  is  evident  that all  efforts  by our Organization  have  not  always  led  to

thcdcsiredrcsults,inspiteol.ourdelerminationtosilcceed.Clcarlyhowever,

the  will  of  Africa  and  its  leaders  to  address  conflict  situation`s  continue`s  to

prevail  despite  the  difficulties  encountered.     It  is  a  fact  that  these  conflict

situations  are  not easy  to  resolve.   More often  than  not.  they  are  complicated

by   various   factors   of  internal   and   extemal   dimension.      Furthermore,   our

Organi7.ation  and  Continent  are  not  endowed  with  the  necessary  re`sources  to

tackle these crises speedily and effectively.   The challenge of conflicts  in  the

Continent  emphasizes,  therefore,  the  need  for  the  enhancement  of capacity-

building at the national, regional and continental  levels.

At  the  continental  level,  the  Organization  has  been   provided  with  a

Mechanism  for Conflict  Prevention,  Management and  Resolution,  which  has

been   in   operation   since   1993.     This   Mechanism   has   proved   to   be   useful

although    Its   methods   of   work   need   to   be   reviewed    and    it``    rcsourccs

augmented.ThisquestionoftheefficacyoftheMechanismispartandparcel



("(hcwholcls``ucor(hcenhancemen(of(hecapacltyoftheOrganization(o

dischargethercsponsibilitiesentrustedtoit.Itisinthatcontextthat1wishto

c`;I,,1,a    ',`^    ,----,. `---`__  _  1``--  u.-  v,.6v„.6  rlwc..  uf   the  restructuring  of  the  General  Secretariat,

which   aims   at  equipping   the   Organization   with   the   capacity   to   function

i`rrcctivcly and efricicntly.

The  present  session  of Council  is  expected  to  consider  this  important

matter.   Indeed,  Council  is seized  with  the  Report of the  Ad  Hoc Committee

onStructuralReform,whichistheoutcomeofyearsofdiscussionamongthe

nicmbcrsol.thcCommitteewiththcinputol.othcrllcad``ol.MissionHiAddis

Ababa     As  I  have  had  the  occasion  to  state  in  the  past,  every  restructuring

exercise  is  palnfuL  but,  our  Organization,  like  similar  institutions,  cannot  do

withoutsuchanexercisewhichaimsatadjustingitsstructureandadaptingit

I(J the  new realities and modem  methods of work.

In  the  course of (his  process.  which  has  been  long  and  difricuh  many

views  have  been  expressed  on  the  broad  range  of  Issues  covered,  some  of

whichwiHhaveadirectimpactonthecareersandlivesofstaffmembersand

arc  o`` direct  Interest  to  Member States.    At  the  end  of the  day,  however.  the

Report  of the  Committee  is  the  outcome  of  the  broadest  possible  consen`sus

among Its members.   In this regard,  the additional  views expressed during the

mcetlngofAmbassadorsandotherPlenlpotentiarieshavebeenveryusefulin

tcrmsofenrichingthedebateandinfurtherbroadeningthatconsensus.



As  Council  deliberates  on  this  important  and  sensitive  Issue,  it  is  my

hope   and   expectation   that   the   interest   of  the   Organization   will   remain

Par,imoljr!!andt.h,at!heneedtocomeoutwithanew,functionalanddynamic

Secretariat.whichcanbetterservetheOrganizationanditsMemberStatcs,

will  be our guiding principle.

Mr.  Chairman,  as  we  prepare  to enter the  new  millennium,  wc  should

endeavour   together   to    build    a
_--0``--`intemational  standards  possible.  enabling  it  to  support  the  Organization  and

the  Contincnt  to  assume  lhcir  righ[ful  place  ln  the  comity  of nations     Let  us

pursue   this   objective   together,   with   courage   and   determination.       I   am

confidentthatCouncilwillliveuptothischallenge.

new   Secretariat   based   on    the    highest
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