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CLOSING STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT OF ASSEMBLY

Foliowing is the tcxt of the closing statcment by the President of the
Sixth Emergency Spccial Session, Salim A. Salim (United Republic of Tanzania):

Aftcr four days of extensive discussion and debate, this sixth emergency
special session of the General Assembly is about to concludec. In my opening
statcment on Thursday, 10 January, I pointcd out that the session was convencd
at a time of disquicting developments in the intcrnational sccne whose
repercussions are, and should be, the concern of all States. At the same
time, I underscored the rcsponsibility of this Asscmbly, the most
reprcsentative organ of the nations and pecoplecs of the world, to make a
positive contribution to the dc-escalation of tension and the maintenance of
inteinational peacc and security. I also stressed that such a cont:i ibution
can only be 1in the context of the obscrvance of the principles enunciated in
the Charter of our Organization and thc respcct for those dccisions and
rcsolutions rcpeatedly affirmed by the General Assembly. For therc can be no
cscaping the fact that unlcss such principles arc achered to, there is bound
to be a further dctcrioration of international relations with unforescen
TEPECI CUSS1CNS .

The extensive debate which has taken place during the past four days
clcarly demonstrates the kecen awarencss of Member States of the impcrative
need to preserve an intcrnational order bascd on justice and respecct for the
principles and dccisions collecctively agreed upon. The discussion has also
eloquently rcflected the comsciousness of States of the heavy responsibility
prescribed for the General Asscmbly in the maintenance of international peacec
and security. It also represents a clcar manifestation of the concern of the
international community about the situation regarding developments in
Afghanistan and symbolizes its collective desire to cnsure the climination of
the crisis 1n the arca as a whole, as well as putting an end to the ominous
escalation of tension among thc great Powcrs.

The procecedings of the Assembly during this emergency special session
have oncec again undcrscored the fact that, notwithstanding the divergent
interprctations of the developments and the differing points of view on the
positions taken by mcmbers thereon, therc has emerged a definitive CXpression
of an overriding considcration that interrelationships of nations of the world
must at all times be conducted in keeping with established norms and standards
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of international relations and through strict adherence to the fundamental i
principles cmbodied in the Charter and many iclevant decisions and rcsolutions
adopted by the Gemeral Assembly.

Equally clear is the urgent nced, above all, for all nations to do their
utmost to prevent further deterioration of the present situation. We live in
a tumul tous time when an amicable and smooth transformation of the world of
disequilibrium is being urgently sought after in all aspects of
interrelationships of the world community. It is therefore all the more
imperative that the irrevocable respect for the principles which we uphold and
the causc which we cspouse prevail over any and all other considerations. The
Charter of the United Nations must continue to be our guide. The defence of
its purposes and principles must continue to be the irretractable

responsibility and resolve of us all -- the strong and the weak, the rich and
the poor.
The convening of this session in the context of the developments which 0

have clearly indicate the deterioration in the international atmosphere, as
well as the intensity and controversial nature of our debate, clcarly
demonstrates that the world has not ushered in the decade of the 1980s in the
spirit of pcace, concord and understanding for which we had hoped and of which
I had spoken in my concluding statement at the thir ty-fourth session of the
General Assembly. On the contrary, we now sce a dangerous cscalation of
tension with serious potential conscquences in many areas. It is therefore
encumbent on us all as we lcave this session to make whatever contribution we
can, as Mcmbers of the Organization dedicated to the preservation of
international pcacc and security, reversing this trend. It is vital that the
international community should strive for the dc-escalation of tension. For
it 1s sclf-cvident that the path towards cenfrontation is a road fraught with
imponde: able consequences.

I wish to cxpress my sincere hope that Members will continue to bear all ;
of thesc considerations in mind as we approach the conclusion of our session. .

Finally, I wish to thank you all for your co-operation and assistance. 1
wish also to thank the Secretary-General, the Under-Secretary-General for
Politi1cal and Gencral Assembly Affairs and all thec members of the Secrectariat
for all their input which helped to ensure the smooth running of this session.

* kk% %



