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MESSAGE BY PRESIDENT OF THIRTY-FOURTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO SEMINAR
ON OIL EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA IN AMSTERDAM 5

Following is the text of a message by the President of the thirty-fourth
session of the General Assembly, Salim A. Salim (United Republic of Tanzania),
to the International Seminar on 0il Embargo against South Africa being held at
the Amstcl Hotel in Amsterdam, Holland, 14-16 March, organized by the Holland
Committee on Southern Africa in co-operation with the United Naticns Special
Committec against Apartheid:

The holding in Amstcrdam of an Internaticnal Seminar on any 0il Embargo
against South Africa provides a unique opportunity for the mobilizaticn of
international cfforts against the supply to apar theid South Africa of this
vital and strategic commodity. The Holland Committee on Southern Africa, the
Work Group Kairos and the Spccial Committce against Apar theid deserve our
appreciation for this timely and important initiative.

The importance of oil sanctions against the aparthcid regime cannot be
over-emphasized as it is clcarly evident that oil is pivotal to the apartheid
machinery. Recognizing this, the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session requested the Security Council to consider urgently the adoption of a
mandatory oil embargo against South Africa.

The international seminar is taking place at a very crucial period in the
struggle for frccdom and human dignity in southern Africa. The recent victory
of the Patriotic Front in Zimbabwe has brought intc sharp focus the need to
intensify the efforts of the international community to bring to an end the
scourge of racism and apartheid in South Africa.

Equally urgent is the nced to adhere scrupulously to the existing ’
sanctions against the apartheid regime, as well as to expand those sanctions
to incorporate measures in othcr vital arcas so as to bring incrcased pressure
to bear on the apartheid regime. Among these vital areas is, of course, the
question of the supply of petroleum and petroleum products to South Africa.

The adoption of an arms embargo against South Africa represents an
important contribution to the continuing strugglc against the apar theid
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systcm. But o1l centinues to flow to Scuth Africa. And ne cne can deny the
importenee ~f oil in the maintenince by Scuth Africa cf its military and
police machinery.

The Rhocdesian expericnec has clearly demonstrated how crucial oil was to
thc sustcnance of the illegal minority regime and how the United Nativas'
sanctions were violated in one fsrm or sncther, thus protracting the struggle
and suffering nf the pecple of Zimbabwe -- both black and white.

Tearning from the experience of Zimbabwe 2nd making cffective usc of the
commitment of most of the oil-producing countries to deny oil to South Africa,
it is, I helicve, imperctive to iatensify the effarts agzinst the supply of
oil t» Scuth Africa.

This international seminar should help to throw Llight on the central role
of oil in maintaining the aparthcid system. Thus, it shculd in the first
instancc nim at ensuring the rcinforced implementation Of the cil cmbergo
against Scuth Africa by those countries which are alrezsy committed to that
cmbargo; and, secondly, it should strive tc 1chieve universalization of thet
commitment, including the adoption by the United Nations of ¢ mendatcry oil
embarge z2gainst Scuth Africa.

The seminar should above all aiw 2t the adoption cf concrete acticn while
taking fully intoc aceount past cxpericaccs so as to mopbilize elfictively werld
public cpinien cgainst the abhorrent system of aparthcig. Iadced the time is
overduc for the werld to stop ciling the apartheid system. For to do sc is to
proleng the ageny and suffering ¢f the people ot South Africa und to ¢ncourage
the 2ggressive prliciecs pursued by the upartheid regime, thus further
cendanger tng intcrnational peace 2na sccurity.

I deeply roprct that duc to previous commitments, it has not been
pessibie tcr me tc attend the scminar in response te ycur kind invitation. I
do however send ycu my bost wishes and affirm wmy confidence that your seminar
will b¢ crcwned with succoss in cur ceammon struggle against the ovil systum of
apar the id.
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