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MESSAGE   BY   PRESIDENT   OF TH'IRTY-FOURTH   GENERAL ASSEMBLY   T0   SEMINAR

OIL   EMBARcO   AGAINST SOUTH   AFRICA   IN   AMSTERDAM

Fi`1lowing  is   the   text  of  a  message  by   the  President  of   the   thirty-fourth
se§§icin  of   the   Gerrer.]l   Assembly,    S.ilim  A.    §alim   (Unit:c`d   Republic   o£   Tanzania).
to   the   International   Semiriar   on  oil   Embargo  .against   Soul:h  Africa   being  held   at
the   Amstc.I   IIot.I   in  /hastc.rdam,llolland,14-16   March,   orgar\i zed   by   the   Hc)lland
Cormittee  on  Southern  Africa   in   co-operation  with   the   Ui`ited   Nations   SPccial
Corimittec   against  Apartheid:

®

The  holding   in  Amsterdam  of  an   lnttL`rnational   Seminar  on  arly  Oil   Embargo
against  South  Africa  provides   a  unique  opportunity   for   the  mobilization  of
international   .££ort:s   against   the   supply   to   apartheid  §c>uth  Africa  of   this
Vital   and   strategic   comurodity.     The   llolland   Comrittee   on  Southern  Africa,   the
Work  Croup  Kairos   and   the   Special   Committ.a   against  Apa[thcid   deserve   our
appreciation  for   this   timely  and   important  initiative.

The   importance   of  oil   sdnc[ions   a8ain§t   the   apQrthcid   regime   cannot  be
Ctver-emphasized   as   it   i9   clc3rly  evident   th.t  oil   ig   pivotal   to   the   apartheid
machinciry.      Recognizing   this,   the   General   Assembly  at   its   thirty-fourth
se§Sion  requested   the   Security  Council   to   consider  urgently   the   adoption  cif  a
mandatory  oil   embargo   agairist  South  Africa.

The   intc`rnatictnal   seminar   is   tcking  place   at  a  very  crucial   period   in   the
st-ruggle   for   freedom   and  huunn  dignity   in  southern  Africa.      The   rc`ccnt  victory
of   the   Patriotic  Front   in  Zimbabve  has   brought   into   sharp   focus   the   need   to
intensify   the  efforts  of   the   international   cormlunicy   to   t)ring  to   an  cnd   the
scourge  of  racism   md  ±p±!±!:±±±  in  South  Africa.

Equally  urg``nt  is   the   need   to   ndhe[e   scrupulously   to   the   existing                 .

=an:::oLuspe:g:tein=ta:i:e3pEEf5?if[r:::=,a::a:a::::=:r=:;ndiLthc:::§::n;:i:::re
to  bear  on  the   apartheid   regime.     Among   the§c  vital   areas   is,   of   course,   thl`
quc.§tion  of   the   supply  of  petrol.`un  and  pctrc)1eum  products   to   South  Africa.

Th.   adoption  of   an  artns  enbargo   against   South  Africa  represents   an
important   contl.ibution   to   the   continuing  stTugglc`   against   the   apartheid
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systc\n.      But   oil    ccntinu€..s    t:o   flow   to   South   Afric=i.      And   ne   cue   c,..n  dc`ny   the
impc\rtfnco   ^£  cjil    in   t.ht.   rii,iintt.nmce   by  South  Africa  cf   its   inilitjry  and
pcilic£`   machine`ry.

The   Rhoc!.sian  c`xpcri(`nco   his   clcdrly  demonstrated  how   ctuci`il   oil   was   to
the   sustcnancc   of   the    illcg,'31   niincjrity  tc.gime   a.`d  hoiv   the   United   Net.i®iis'
sancticii`,s   vcre   violdtect   in  One   lf,rm  c`r   €ncthcr,   thug   prat:ractlng   the   strusglc`
jnd   suffering  r`f   th``   pt`cpL€   of   Zimbebwc   --both   bl,1ck   ind   ``Jhite.

I,ccrning   £Torli   the   c`xpc`riencc`   c`[   Zimbabvrc   And   making  cffc`ctive   usc.   of   t.h€
crjirmit:mi`nt  of  most  (j{   the   oil-producing   countries   to   deny  oil   to   South  Africa,
it   is,   I   ht`licvc,   impcr=tive   to   i.itLnsity   I:hc`  efforts   against  the   supply  of
rjil   tr)   South  r\frica.

This   internation.1.I   §cmir`ar   should   hf lp   to   throw   light  on   the   cc!ntrdl   role
of  oil   in  mair\t,Jil`ill8 the   apartheid   System.     Tlius,   it   should   in   th(`   first
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inst3ncc    :iim   dt   c`nsuring   thc`   reinfc`I c€`d   impli-mcnt]tLrJ
agair}st:   Scuth  Africa  by   those   countric`s   `hich  are   dlre

c,iL    i`inbargo
cottimi t.tc.d    tc>   that

c`Inbergo;   at`d,   secor`6ly,   it   should   strive.   tc   ichievc   u{iivtrsc3lizatlori  o[   th.`t
coiilmitment,   including   t,hc`   adoption  by   t:hc   United   N`iticns   c)i   a   md\`d3tcry  oil
embargcj   ,;g€inst  South  Af rice.

The   seminar   Should   abovc`   all   Jill:   ]t   the   adoption  .I   concrete   lcticn  `iihilc
tal:inR   fully   into   dccr)ut`t   pist  expc`ric`nccs   sc   as   to   mat)ilizc   c.1f.ctiv€1y  lmrld
public  (;pinion   cgdLnst:   t.he   &bhc„.rc`nt   systc`m   c\t   apcrthcid.       Indccc   the   t.irnc`   is
ovc.rclu€    for   th.`   tut,[lu   to   stc`p  Oiling   the 3pdT the id system.      For   tc`   do   sr.   is   tu
p]olc;nf   th`    d8pny  arld   §uffering  c,I   thc`   Ploplc   ct   Si)uth   Afric*   Jnct   tc;   `iicL)u[agc`
the   pggrc`qsivr   pr,`licic`s   pursued   by   thc`   cjf)&rthcid   regime,   thug   furl.her
c`nJange[ing   intc[netional   p.ac|`   .ina   scourity.

I   deeply  r.grct   that  duc    to   provi®uS   commitmf`nts,   it  has   not  bl`en
possible    tc,r   mc   tc   a ttl.t`d   thc.   s¢:nii.1..ir   in   respc)nsc   te   your   kintJ   invit:atiJn.      I
do  howc`vc`r   ser`¢!   you   my  bci§t  wishc§   and   affirm  my   confidence   that   yoiir   seminar
will   bc    crcwrro.a   vith   succ``ss   in  c,ur   centmon  struggli`   ag;iinst   the   .`vil   systim  o£
Jpar the id .
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