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Assembly  began  its  emergency  special  session  on the  question  of  Palestine:

We  are  neeting  today  ln  this  seventh  energency  special  sessic)n  to  discuss
a problen which  has  most  serious  implications  for  the  peace  and  security,  not
only  of  the  riddle  East region,  but  of  the world at  large.    Yet  the  problem  of
Palestine  is  not  a new problen.    |t  has  constantly    Preoccupied  the  at,tention
of  the  United  Nations  for  more  than  three  decedes.

It  is  an  issue which  is  now universally  accepted  to  be  the  core  of  the
Middle  East  conflict  -  a  conflict which has  for  four  times  since  the  incept,ion
of  the ,United  Nations  seen  the  area  in  flames  with  devastating  consequences  for
all  the  pco|tles  of  the region.

For  several  years  the  Genel.al  Assembly  has  addressed.  itself  s|>ecifically
to  the  question  of  Palestine.     For  many more years,  the  Assembly  has  discussed
the  question of  the Middle  East  conflict  in  its  entirety.    Throuorout  these
discussions,  one  factor  has  enenged  incontestable.    This  is  a  just  and  lasting
Peace  to  the  I,fiddle  East  conflict  requires,  £ ]2]=±g=±,  a  just  solution  to  the
problen  of  Palestine.

It  is  one  of  the  anachronisms  of  our  Organization  that,  despite  the  clear
and  universal recognition  of  the  nature  of  the problen  and not,withstanding  the
may  resolutions  adopted by  the United Nations  in pursuit  of  a  just  solution,
justice,  which  is  the  j=±!±§ g!±£ j±gE  of  a  lasting  solution,  has  continued  to  elude
the  pal.estinian people.    Indeed,  it  is  undeniable  that  the  plight  of the
falestinian people has  been made wo,rse by  the  events  that  have  taken place  in the
occupied  lfest  Bank  since  the  General  Assembly  last  discussed  the  question.

The  convening  of  the  emergency  session  testifies  to  the  awareness  and
recognition by  the  iaternatiounl  community  of  the  serious  threat  to  peace  and
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Security that the deteriorating  situation in the  area poses.    It  is also  a
reaffirmation of the worm  communityl a  conviction of the  central  nature of
line falestinion  question to  the resolution  of the Middle Ea.st  coriflict.

This  session  is  therefore  confronted with  enormous  responsibilities  and
a historic  opportunity.    The  responsibilities  are  eno]:.mous  because  of  the
expectatic>ns  of  the peoples  of  the world  that  this  organization will live  up
to  its Principles  orid,  above  an,  pr.onote  a  genuine resolution to  the  cctnflict.
Perhaps  nowher.e  are  such  expectations  greater  and more  justified  than  in  the
minds  of  the dispossessed  fanestinlan people.    The  opportunit.y  ls historic  ln
the  Sense  that  throuch  constructive  action we  can make a  contribution  to  the
resointion  of  the  thorny problen before  us.    It  is  self.~evident  that  this
Session  can  only  do  so  by  living  up  to  the  principles  of  our  Onganization  as
enshrined  in the  Charter  and by  scrupulous  respect  for  international law.

It must  be the  objective  of this  session  to  put  an  end  to  the  suffering
of  the  Palcstinian people by  striving  for  a  solution which wiJ.1  enable  them  to
exercise  their  legitinate  rights  to  selfndeter`i3iination,  including the  right  to
establish  an  independent  State  of their  orm,  if  they  so  choose.    It uiust be  the
air of  this  session to  strive for  the  scrupulous  application of the principle
of  non-ainissibility  of occupation  of  territory ty  forc:e  and  consequently  to
strive  fc>r  the  total wlthdraval  of  Israeli  forces  frau  the  occupied  Arab
territories.    It  must  also  be  the  objective  of this  session  to work  for  the
creation  oi-  conditions wherety  all  States  of  the  area would  be  guaranteed  their
independence.

In  sun,  the  objective  should be  to  secure  a  Just  and  lasting  settlement
in  the  }rnddle  Ehst  which will  usher  in  a  new  era  for  the  peoples  of.  the  area
and  in  the  process  eliminate  one  of  the most  serious  crises  points which  threatens
international peace and  security.    It  is  self-evident  that  in the pursuit  of this
objective  the  falestinian  Libera,tion Ore;anization,  the representative of  the
Palestinian people,  has  an  inportant role.

These  are  not  new principles.    They  constitute  part  and  |iarcel  of  the  many
resolutions  and  decisions  adopted by  our  organization.    Yet  the fact  remains
that  such  resolutions have remained unimplenented.    Clearly,  therefore,  one  of
the  challenges  of this  session  is  to  work  constructively  and meaningfully  for  the
implementatlon  of  these decisions®

As  the  situation  in  the Middle  East  has  continued  to  deteriora,te,  there has
been  an  even  greater  awareness,  or may we  call  it  consciousneE;s,  on  the  part  of
the nations  of the world  of  the  need  to  act  in order  to  avoid  further  escalatiori
with  inponderable  consequerices.    Tne  agony  and  suffering  of  the  falestinian people
has  evoked  not,  only  greater world  concern but,  more  ixportantly,  a rising  conmitmer.t
and  determincLtion  to  pursue  the  path  of  justice  which  can  thus  provide  conditions
of peace,  freedon,  stability  and  security  for  the region and  all  its  peoples.
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ms  session ceri make on important  contribution  if  it  edvences,  positively
Bud  constructively,  the  inter.natic>nal  consensus  in  support  of  Ealestinlan
legithate  rights  and  thus  build.  a  solid.  foundetlon  for  a  just  and  lasting peace
in  the lflddle  ELst.

I    ccrmot  conclude  ny  remarks  without  exprcsslng ny  gratitude  and  appreciat..c
for  the  high honour  which you  once  again have  accorded  to  both ny  country  and.
nyself .    I  an  confident  that  the  support  and  co-operation  ex+.ended  to  me auring
ny  Presldeney  of  the  hast  session will be  sinilerly  extended.  as  the  General
Assenbly  deliberates  on this  undoubtedly  ixportant  and urgent  question  affecting
lnterrratlonel  peace  end  security.
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