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Meeting with the Secnetany-General designate, Javien Perez de Cuellax

In the cowwse of the moaning, a fiftfe aften 10:30 a.m. the
newly nominated Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Perez de Cuellan,
telephoned. He expressed his thanks fon the message of congratulations which I
had conveyed to him Last Friday, scon after his noemination by the Security
Counc<l. 1 had conveyed that mesisage UGA&Q{EU through the Penmanent Represen-
tative of Peru here in New York since T was unable to get in touch with M.
de Cuellan in Lima when 1 trndied to do s0 by 'phone.

Mn. de Cuellar #necalled oun nelationship and what he described
as owr friendship of mone than 10 yeans and expressed the hope and congddence
that he can count on my co-operation, advice and assistance. He also
sadd he would Like to have the opportunity to meet with me before he Leaves
gorn Lima.

1 thanked Mr. de Cuellar forn his call and once again asswred him
0f my co-operation and my confidence that he will function effectively as
Secnetarny-Genenal of the Onganization. 1 also nead to him the message which
1 had necelved this monning from Presdident Nyenene addressed to him.

Laten 1 asked Angela to arnange fon a meeting with Mr. de Cuellar
elther fon tomornow on today. The meeting was arranged forn this afternoon and
took place at the Peruvian Mission, 45 East 67th Strneet. 1t Lasted from
4:10 p.m. to 4:37 p.m.

Mr. de Cuellan began the conversation by expressing his appre-
cdation fon my expressions of conpidence and goodwill. He said that he
highly appreciated and valued that. He said that he was .impressed by the

elegant way 1 had conducted myself, Ancluding my decision to withdraw from
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the batlot. He was sonry that T was not elected because he was cognizant
of the gheat support that 1 had from the memben states and particwlarly
from the thind wontd. He was alse among those who were hoping that 1 would
be elected.

He necalled that we had known each othen for over 10 years and
mone Specifically when we were colleagues as Permanent Representative of
our nespective countries in the eanly 70's. He said he considered me as
one of his friends, "... a close and distinguished friend". He therefgore
valued very much my co-operation and assistance and hopes he can count on
my advice.

He very much wants to maintain a dinect channel of communication
with me in order to be able to sclicit my advice in tackling the various
problems facing the Onganization and the wonkd.

He said that we are passing through a very difgicult time and
pointed out, fon example, that the present crisis in Poland, as well as the
Tsnaeli annexation of the Golan Heights. He said he was going to Leave fon
Perw on Wednesday, 16 December so that his shadow shouwld not inhibit Waldhedim
from pergerming his nole for the nemainder of his team, particularly An
nespect to the present crises in the worntd. (He in fact said that bearing in
mind the particular developments in Poland, he thought it best fon him to Leave
and go back to Lima 5o that the Secnetary-General does not have fo operate
and be Looking over his shouldens).

Propounding on his perception of what has o be done, he said that

he was very conscious of the responsibilities that he 4s about to assume. fHe

i5 frnom the thind world and he will do his best to Live up to the expectations
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04 the thind world and to satisfy the aspirations of the thind wornld while
0f counse beding conseiows off his undvernsal nesponsibilities. He said

that the Organization needed a "shock" and he was determined to do what he
can 40 as to €ive up to the expectations of the international community. He
also made neference to the Secretarndiat whene he said he would also devote an
Ampontant part of his time.

Salim: I assured the Secnetary-Genenal of what 1 tfold him in
our telephone conversation of this moaning. Namely, he can count on my fullest
co-operation. 1 told him that based on his background, both as Permanent
Representative of his country and his intimate knowledge of the Organization
as a one-time senior member of the Secretarniat, 1 was confident that he would
be a good Secretary-General.

1 podinted out that once (t became clean that the U.S. opposition
would continue, both mysel§ and my President took the view that it would
sEUL be an Amporntant victory 4§ a credible thirnd workd personality wene
elected to the post. 1 was therefore happy to see him assume that responsi-
bility. 1 nemain neady to be of any assistance. 1 also neciprocated his own
desine that we showld maintain a direct channel of communication. At that
juncture 1 again referrned to the message which my President had sent him and
handed him a copy of the same.

Mr. de Cuellar again expressed his warm appreciation fon my sentdi-
ments. He again rnediternated that he woutd very much appreciate my advice and
continued assistance and emphasized that he will be keeping in continuous con-

tacts. He asked me to express his appreciation to President Nyenene - for whom

he said he had the highest nespect and admination - and observed that President
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Nyerere's message was the finst message that he had neceived from any
Head of State sdince his nomination.

At this point Mr. de Cuellan alluded to his pending confimation
by the General Assembly tomorrow and 1 told him that 1 was sure that he
would be confinmed by acclamation. In this connection 1 neferred to the
discussions 1 had on Friday evening with the Chairman of the Latin Amerdcan
Group, the Peamanent Representative ¢f Nicaragua and also with the Ambassador
0§ Panama. Both cf them had expressed to me the wish that Mr. de Cuellar
would be appodinted by acclamation. 1 had then told them that 1 saw no
problem with that and suggested that it would be ideal 4if the President of
the General Assembly were himself fo propose that method of appointing him.

In assuring Mr, de Cuellanr of Tanzania's suppornt and my own
suppornt as he embarks on his impontant nesponsibilities, 1 also took the
opportundity to {nvite him to Tanzania wheneven his nesponsibilities and time
allowed £t. 1 assuwred him that 1 consdidered him as a fniend, both on perscnal
teams and in the context of being a personality grom the third world. 1In
nesponding to this Mr. de Cuellan sadld it would give him great pleasure to do
40 as socn as possible, not only because of the high nespect he has fon me
but also because of the fact that President Nyerere has been the finst Head
of State to send him a message, and above all he has the highest nespect for
my country.

Mr. de Cuellan then said that it was his "aspination that 1 will
succeed him when he completes his tenm of ofpice”. To this end he said he
wanted to congide 4n me that he wants to be a one tenm Secretary-General.

He 48 now 62 yeans and knows very cleanly the vagaries of the job. But even
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L he wene 55 yeans, which he 45 not, he wowld sE4LLL have wanted to serve
por one team only.

Salim: 1 told Mr. de Cuellar that 1 appreciated very much his
sentiments and his congddence in me. But 5 years 45 a Long time and since
he has been kind enough to make reference to the fact that he hoped that
I would succeed him, 1 would be presumptious and also give him my own
opinton. 1t was my consdiderned view that what was most imporntant was for
him to do his utmost in zthe conduct of his nesponsibilities as Secretary-
General. To this end the institution needs and expects change. The morake
0§ the Secretarniat 45 very Low. The United Nations' nole has been neduced
to a periphernal one. He therefore has enormous responsibilities. The expec-
tations of the wornld community and particulanly of the thind wonkd anre
gheat and 1 am confident that he would Live up to these expectations.

But above all, 1 thought 1 should alse emphasize that no Secretary-
General should make the mistake which Waldheim made. 1t 44 common knowledge
that grom the day he was elected, the Secretany-General was thinking of his
next efection and in this connection 1 wanted particularndy to recall the
discussion which T had with the Secnetany-General on the eve of his ne-election
An 1976. He had then told me that nothing would give him greater happiness
than to see me succeed him when his tenm expines five yeans hence, that 4is
An 1981. As it turned out howevern Waldheim embarked on another campaign.

The problem with such an attitude, 1 pointed out, {8 that instead of focussiig
on the fob, one tended to focus on how to please everybody in ornden to be

elected. Therefone, T felt £t was only fair that 1 should be very frank with

him and tell him what 1 and many of my colleaques want most 44 to see him succeed
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as a good and effective Secretary-Genenal. (thether he served one team or
seven yeans becomes innelevant. 1In the internest of the thind wornkd, of
which he 45 one of the distinguished nepresentatives and in the interest
of the Onganization and in the interest of all of us who fought fon the
principle that a thind world personality shouwld occupy that post, Lt was
Ampontant that he should succeed and he can count on my definite and
unesenved co-operation 4in that direction.

Mr. de Cuellarn said that he agreed one of the mistakes which
our griend Waldheim had made was to be on a constant campaign thailf and
At 45 common knowledge that he had been campaigning atl the time.

He neiterated his hope and expectation that we can co-operate
fully and once again reiterated his desine fo keep a dirnect channel of
communication. He ended by assenting that he would Like fo count on me for

advise and assistance in confronting the many problems that he would face.



