
MR,     CHAIRMAN,

YOUR   EXCELLENCIES    HEADS    0F    STATE    AND    GOVERNMENT,

HONOURABLE    MINISTERS    AND    HEADS    0F   DELEGATIONS,

EXCELLENCIES,

LADIES    AND    GENTLEMEN,

It   ls  with   a   greclt   sense   of   humility,
opprecicitlon   cincl   profound   gratitude,    tnc]t   I
ciccept   tnls   lrmense   responslbllity  you   hcive
plciced   upon  me   by  electing  me   the  next   Secretary
Genercil   of   the   Orgcinlsotlon   of  Afrlcon   Unity
I   am,    incleed   .  proucl,    and   cleeply   movecl   by   the

conf idence  you   hcive   reposecl   ln  me,      I   take   this
clecislon   to   be   cllso   cl   tribute   cind   honour   to
my   country,    trie   United   Republic   of   Tcinzanlo.
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I   om  proucl   to  be   following   the   footsteps
of  my  preclecessors   ln  Office,      These   lllustrlous
sons   of   Afrlcci   mcide   tremendous   contrlbutlon
to  the  struggles  of  our   Continent   cind   to  the
strengtr`enlng   of   our   Orgonizcltion,      I   nope   to
build   upon   the   foundcitlons   they  nave   lciid   tn
the  discncirge   of  my   responsibllltles,      At     this
point   I   wish   to   tclke   tnls   opportunity   to  pay
tribute   to   the  outgoing   Secretary  Genercil,   Mr,
Ide   Oumclrou  for   the  efforts   ne  exerted   ln   the
service   of   this   Orgonlzcitlon,     As   a   friend   and
collecigue   of   long-standing   I   know   fully-well
now  deeply  ne   nos   felt   oncl   continues   to   feel
about   the   neecls   oncl   clspirotions  of   our   Continent,

Excellencies,

I   om   keenly   owore   of   the   pcirticulcirly
dlfflcult   economic  clrcumstonces   ln  wnicn   I
assume   Office.      We   ore  `neorlng   the   encl   of   the
second  most   cllfflcult   deccide   for   Africci,      These
ncive   been   decodes   of   near   economic  dlslntegrotlon;
of   discisters   cind   of   acute   numcin   suffering..    And
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a   respite   in  the  debilitating  effects  of  the
economic   cllsfunctlons   ls   not   in  sight,      The  burdens
of   the  foreign  debt,   falling  cormodlty  prices,
expensive   imports,   run-owoy   lnflotlon  and  other

`   clssocloted   problems   ncive   neclrly   crippled   the

econom`ies   of  most   of   our   countries.

Mciny  countrle,s   hcive,   os   a   response   to
these, problems,   entered   into  orrqngements  wltn
the   IMF   and   the   World   Bank,      We   clre   all    lnvciricibly

struggling  wltn   some   kind   of   structural   odj.ustment

programs,      But   we   ncive   sciid   tnot   these   clre   interim
measures,   cllmed   ot   providing   temporary   relief ,
We   recognise   tnot   ln   the   long   run,   Africci's
clevelopment,    1s   Africci's   own   responsibility,
We  mode   resolve   to   redirect   our   priorities   towcirds
r`ome-grown   economic   solutlons,    towards   lnwcird

looking   strategies  of   clevelopment,

We  nave  committed   our   countries   to  create
preferentlol   trcide   cireos   cind   cin   African   Economic
Community   by   the   year   2000   cind   occelercite   African
Economic   integration,      The   1985   Speclcil   Economic

Summit   following   the  wide-sprecid   fcimine   resulted
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i.n  greater   investment   ln   the   clgriculturcil   sector,
Yet   Afrlco   still.clepencls   on   foocl   lmports!      Afrlccl
ncls  a  crushing   debt   of  well   above  $200   billion
and   despite   the   1987   Debt   Summit,   we   ncive   yet
to  evolve  a   common  negotiotlng   strcltegy.

Notwltnstondlng   tnls   gloomy  picture,
Afrlco   has  mcide  some  efforts,   only   thcit  more

needs  to   be   clone,      We   should   work   norder   to   snake
off  Afrlco's   unfortunate   imclge  of   ci   continent
where   poverty   i`s  endemic,   where   numon   suffering
ls   token   for  grcinted   and  where   tne   people   cire
cilmost   clefenceless   victims   of   nciturcil   clisosters,
Triere   ls   on  urgent   neecl   to  cnclrt   out   a   develop-
ment   ogendo   cilmecl   ot   recillslng   the   objectives
set   out   ln  the  Logos  Plan  of  Action,

Afrlcci   ncis   the   scicl   clistlnction   of   navlng
the   largest   refugee  populcitlon,      This   is  ci   tragedy
wnlcn   neecls   to   be   tocklecl   urgently   cind   conclusively,
It   befalls  us   to  unclertcike  to  stem  the  tide
of   refugees  and   core   for   triose  who   nclve   gone
into   forced   exile   os  well   os  work   for   conclitions
wnicn  would   ensure   their   eventual   voluntciry
repcitrlcition,      We   nave   a   convention   wnlcn   lciys

out   the  moclolltles   for   such  Joint   ciction.
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All   we   need   ls   the   courclge   oncl   determincitlon
to  moke   the  necessary  politlccil   choice  of  moklng
the   convention  work,

The  neecl   for  the  preservcition  of   the
Environment   ls   ocqulrlng   new  urgency,      Desertl-
f icotlon   is   tnrecltening   fcirmloncls   cincl   cinimcil

postures   in  vcist   clrecis,   the   dumping  of   toxic
wclste   on  our   continent   cind   the   resulting   contomincitlon
of  our   soils  and  drinking  water,   all   call   for
urgent   environmentcil   mcincigement   oncl   control

Progroms'

But   wncitever   cnonge  we   desire   will   moke
meonlng   only   lf   it   ncls   ci   direct   bearing   to   the
welfare  of   tne  people,     Afrlco  would  serve   itself
well   by  ensuring   that   tne  soclcil,   economic  oncl

polltlcol   cncinges   being   sought   trcinslcite   into
greater  goocl   for   its  general   citizenry.     As
the   OAU   seeks   to   promote   the   rlgnts   of   the   Member
Stcltes,   the   States   themselves   clo   in   turn  ncive
the  obllgcitlon   to   preserve  and   defencl   the   numcin
rights   of   tnelr   peoples.      In   tnls   flelcl  we  con
feel   encourcigecl   by  the   adoption   of   the  Africcin
Cnclrter   on   Human   oncl   People's   Rlgrits,

-/7   ''.



-7-

There   ls   the  need   to  consolidcite  tnls  first
but   key  step   ln  the  process  of  building  a  culture
of   lnstltutlonol.ised   regcird   for   riumon   rlgnts
ln   Afrlcci,      But   equally   tnls   will   produce   the
desired   results   if   it   ls   reinforced  wltn  corresponding
pollticcll   declslons   which   ore   gecirecl   towcircls

the  strengtnenlng  of  numon   rlgnts   related  notional
institutions   ln  countries  where  they  exist   and
crecltlng   them  where   they;do   not.

Despite   the   cicnlevements  mcide   in   the
fielcl   of   llberotion,   the  struggle   is   fcir   from
being   over,      In   South   Africa   trie   situcltlon   ncis
shown   no   signlficcint   improvement,      The   African
masses  continue   to  stancl   firm   in  trielr  struggle
to  extricate   themselves  from  the  crusnlng  grip
of   the   oportneld   stclte  mcichinery.      And   they
nclve  scored  signlficcint   victories,

Recent   events   nclve   demonstrcitecl   thcit'
notwltnstondlng   the  age-old   propogondo   of   the
lnvlncibility  of   the  wnlte   redoubt,   the  oportneid
cirmour   is   snowing  visible   crocks.      The  effects
of   the   reslstonce   of   the   people   complementecl
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by     lnterncitlonol   politlcol   and   limltecl   economic

pressure  cire   tciking   root.      As  a   result,   what
we   cire   now  witnessing   -   the   power   struggle,
the   vcirlous   propogondo   gimmicks   of   the   wnlte
estciblisnment,   mcinifests   ci   stcite   of   ponlc,      We
clre  wlnnlng!      But   tnls   ls  not   the   time   to   be
complcicent,      Instead   Africci   snoulcl   unmask   tnes6

propogondci   ploys   whlcn   ore   olmecl   ot   cllvldlng
the   black  mcijorlty   ln   South   Africa   oncl   confusing
the   externcil   opponents   of   Apclrtnelcl,      We   should

persist   in  our  demcinds.

Exce l I enc 1 es ,

Following   the   inltiol   nitcnes,   the   lndepenclence
process   ln   Nclmlbici   ls   coutlously   lnchlng   forwcircl,
The   situotlon   remolns   f luld   but   we   nonetheless
nave   ci   basis   for   guclrcled     optimism.      Allow  me

to   Join   you   ln   pclying   tribute   to   the   Angolcin

people   and   Government   who   mocle   such   immense
socriflce   ln   lives  and  property   ln  defence  of
African   freedom.       Indeed,   we  would   not     -     ot
least   not   tnls   soon   -   ncive  been   looking   forward
to   a   SWAP0   victory   cind   leodersnlp   of   independent
Nomiblcl,    ncid   it   not   been   for   the   Angolcin   gollont

struggle,   its   people's   self less   sclcrif ice,      Angolo's
decisive   victory   ot   Culto   Cunavole   will    live
in   Africcln   revolutionciry   fame   forever.  ,
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I   wll]   be   remiss   lf   I   did   not   congrcitulcite
all   who   played   a.  mecllclt]on   role   and   brockerlng
the  Brozzovllle  agreement,     But   the  I.ob   ls   not
yet   concluded,

I   nope  tney  will   live  up  to  their   responsi-
bilitles  and  ensure  tnot   South  Africa  does  not
undermine   or   torpedo   the   lnclependence   process
or   ln   ciny  manner   stcind   in   the  wciy  of   f ree   and
fclir  elections   ln  the  territory,     Above  all,
the   United   Ncitions   Security   Council   lncludlng
especicilly   its   Permcinent   Members   must   remain
vlgllont   and  work   to   ensure   the   scrupulous   lmplement-
cition   of   Security   Council   Resolution   435   (1978).

As   we   ore   eagerly   owoltlng   Nomlblci's
independence   -   cind   here   let   me  pciy   tribute   to
President   I)ennis   Sessou   Nguesso   for   his   own
role   ln  focllitotlng  the  success  of   the  Brozovllle
Agreements   -   I   cim  encourciged   by   the   progress
mcide   ln   the   lnternol   reconciliation   process
in   Angola,       I   commend   the   wisdom   of   Presiclent

Mooutu  clnd   of   those   other   Af rlccln   leaders  who
dellccitely  worked   out   the   compromise   of   tne
nlstorlc  agreement   ot   Gbcidollite,      No   efforts
should   therefore   be  spcired   ln   fcicilitoting   foster
conclusion  of   the  process  of   reconclliotlon
and  subsequent   notional   reconstruction,
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Pecice   ln   Angolcl   oncl   victory   ln   Nomlblci

willl   push   us  accross   a   strcitegic   threshold   ln
the   struggle   cigoinst   cipartnelcl.      But,   we   need
to   reclouble   our   efforts   especlcilly   now  when
South  Africa   is   esccilotlng   its   compolgns   of
distoblllzcition  and  cllrect  mllltciry  cittocks
cigcilnst   the   frontllne  oncl   the   neighbouring   states,
It   is   these  countries  which     hove  suffered   the
brunt   of   the  struggle,      I   wlsn,   tnerefore,   to
commend   the   resilience  of   these  countries   cincl
the   lrmense  socrlf ices   they  continue   to  moke
dolly   ln  the  struggle,

Wnlle   welcoming   these   positive   develop-
ments   in   respect   of  Angolci  we  must   reiterclte
our  concern  for  the  continued   acts  of  bcindltry
cind   destcibillscitlon   perpetrcitecl   against   Mozomblque,
We   note  wltn   clppreclcition   tne   grecit   efforts
of   Preslclent   Cnlsscino   cincl   the   FRELIM0   Government

to  bring   clbout   peace   ln  that   brotherly  country,
We   must   continue   to  urge   the   lnterncltioncil   Community
to   Intensify   its  support   for   oncl  ossistclnce
to   the   Government   cind   people   of   Mozambique,
In   tnls   context   I   wish   to   pcly  cleserving   tribute
to   President  Moi   for  his  continued  effort   to
bring   about   pecice   ln   tnclt   country,

-/11   '''



-11-

Addltionolly  we  must   moke   full   use  of   trie   present
spirit   of   global   detente   to   secircn   for   pecice
ond  pollt|col   stoblllty   ln  our  continent   tnrougn
peaceful   reso]utlon  of  conflict   sltucitions,
Experience   nos   clemonstrcited   tnot   no   obstclcle
ls   insurmountcible,   no   problem   ls   beyond   solution

given   the   necessciry   politiccil   will,      To   this          a
encl,      I   wlsn   to   comiiend   the   collective   efforts   of

both   the  outgoing   Cncilrmcin   of   the   OAU   President
Trciore   of   Moll   and   Presiclent   Bongo   of   Gcibon

ln   the  seorcn   for  peaceful   oncl   lasting  solution
to   the   Cncicl-Libyan   Conflict.      I   wish   cilso   to
recognize  wltn   clpprecicition   the  efforts  of   Presiclent
Troore  with   respect   to   the   issue   of   Western
Scinorci   os   well   cis   nls   inltlotlve   olmecl   cit

resolving   the  Mciurltcinlci-Senegal   crisis,

Exce I I enc i es ,

Afrlccl's  success   ln  the   libercition  struggle
was  made   possible   in   large  mecisure   by   its   oneness
of  view  and  unity  of   octlon   on   the   issue,      We
are  united   in  our   resolve  to   rid   our   continent
of   colonlcilism   and   rclcicilism,       Ancl   while   we

nave   occcislonolly  cleboted   strategy,   never   hcls
there  been  the  sllgntest  doubt  os  to  our  unity
of   purpose,      We   should   therefore   ensure   thcit
tnls  unity   is  preserved  and   strengtnenecl  os
we   tackle   the   economic   cncillenges   facing  us,
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Some  sceptics  and  detractors  of  Afrlco
hove   continucilly   cclst   cisperslons   clt   Afrlcci's
ablllty  to   sustclin  unity   ln  economic  mcltters,
Indeed   this   ossertlon   ls   based   on   the  misplciced
notion   tnot   Africa   necessarily  clisogrees  on
clll   other   issues   except   llbercltlon,      We   nave
to  flgnt   tnls  erroneous  belief ,     Afrlco  ncis
clemonstroted   strong   unity,      We  nave   Joint   -
negoticiting   plcitforms,   a   common   development

strcitegy,      We  nave  come   to   recognize   the   inrierent
vulneroblllty  of   a   frclgmented   continent   -a
continent   wnlcn   speaks   ln   a  multlpllcity  of
voices.     Africa  needs  unity,   for  only   in  unity
clre   we   strong   oncl   con   our   collective   voice   be
necird,     Africa  needs  to  get   itself  orgonised
-cit   the   notloncil,    regloncil   cind   contlnentcll

levels,   to  give  strength  to  the   reality  of  our
cormltment   clnd   action   for   lntrci-cifrlccin   co-
operation,

We   need   cooperotlon   among   ourselves   cincl
wltn   those  wltn  whom  we   nave   sncirecl   problems

clncl   clsplrcitions,      Afrlccl   ls   llnkecl   with   the

Arcib  world   by  geogrcipny,   nlstory,    culture,
common  problems    and   hopes   clnd   cin   oblding   faltn

ln   this   boncl,      We   hove   therefore   to   pool   our
energies   clncl   bullcl   a   common   plcitform   from  wnicn

our   people   ccin   forge   a   common   front   in   their
struggle  for   tnelr   rights  to  self-determlncltlon,
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independence   and   economic  well-being,      In   this
context,    I   wlsn  .to  echo   the   call   of   Preslclent
Mubcircik   to   promote   Afro-Arcib   coopercition,    cincl

to   clevelop   lt   until   it   becomes   ci   recillty   tncit
ls   felt   by  our   peoples  who   cire   struggling   for
the  some  objectives.

In   dealing   wltn   the  vcirled   problems   I
ncive  mentioned,    lt   ls   lnesccipclble   to   adopt   ci
wnollstic   view.      For,   whether   tcickllng   the   economic
issues,   the   environment,   refugees,   numcin   rlgnts
or   clny   other,   experience   oncl   good   Judgement
has   shown   tncit   no   country   con   single-nancledly

provide   solutlons.      These   ore   snclrecl   problems,
They   trcinscend   notlonol   boundaries   oncl   os   such
clo   not   lencl   themselves   to   lndlvlduol   nc]tlonol
S0 I ut i on ,

Coopercitlon   is   the   key   to  a   fully   lntegrotecl
cincl   centrally   coorcllnclted   strategy   to   clecll   with
them,      We   should   build   on   trie   progress   mode
ilnder   sub-regloncil   arrangements   like   ECOWAS,

SADCC,    PTA,    the   Mognreb   Union   cincl   the    like,

Tnls   ls   on   oreo   where   our   orgonizotlon   -the
OAU   con   ploy   ci   leading   role   -   being   the   focal
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point.      But   its   ciblllty   to   excel   will   depencl
bn  wnetner   there   ls  a   renewed   desire  and  greater
will   to  build   lt.,   to  strengthen   it   politlcolly
and  moterlcilly  oncl   put   lt   to  use   os   on   instrument
for   fostering  constructive  cnonge   ln   lntrci-
cifrlcan   cooperation,

This   ls   ci   cnollenge   to   the  Member   Stcites
os   it   will   be  mine   oncl   my   colleagues   ln   the
Secretciriot,      I   cim  confident   that   togetner
we   con   constitute   a   pcirtnersnip   for   cncinge   cincl
we   con   reocn   for   the   hlgner   ground   cincl   ensure
o  wortnwnlle   future   for   Afrlco's   coming   genercitlons,

MR.     CHAIRMAN,

But   for   me   and   my   colleagues   in   the   OAU
Genercll   Secretciriot   to  be  able   to   respond  effect-
ively   to   the   greclt   cnclllenge   tnclt   lie   oneocl,
we   snoll   need   your   gulclcince,    unclerstcincling   clnd

mclximum  coopercitlon,       In   ocldltlon   the   Orgonlzotion
needs  the   requlslte   resources.      I   know  that
your   Excellencies   ore   fully  converscint   wltn
the   f inclncicil   stcite   of   our   Orgonizcltlon,       I
cim  conf lclent   tnot   I   con  count   on  your   under-
stondlng   cind   support   ln  overcoming   the   prevolling
cliff lcult   finonclcil   sltucitlon   fciclng   the   Orgonlzotion,
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Exce I I enc i es ,
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We   cannot   meonlngfully   go   forward   unless
we   tcike   a   look   bcick   cit   where   we   clre   coming   from,

We   must   dlognose   the   pltfolls   oncl   setbacks   of
the   lcist   two   cind   ncilf   decocles,   wnetner   in   the
recilm   of   politlcol   cnonges   or   in   trie   clomciln

of   economic   problems   so  as   to   fcice   the  cncillenges
of   the   next   cleccide   wltn   conflclence,      We   nave    .
recison   to   be   proud   ot   our   quite   odvcincecl   Journey
to  Afrlcci's   polltlcol   liberation,      Indeed   our
destlncition   is   just   on   the   horizon   cind   we   ccin
look   forwclrd  wltn   certainty  ot   the   f incil   renclez-
vous  wltn   our   destiny,     But   our   Journey   to   econo-
mic   emonclpatlon  has  yet   to   begin   ln   ecirnest,
We  ncive   tciken   the   first   fcilterlng   but   cruclol
steps,     We   need   to  firm  our   legs   and   begin   to
walk  quickly,      It   will   be   a   long   and  more  dlff lcult

Journey,      But   we   nave   to   persevere   -we-ncive-no-
cnoice,      I   pledge   to   cipply   all   the   energies
of   trie  OAU   to  the  sustenance  of  tnot   journey,

I   tncink   you  very  much,


