
f.i                L.-,'-:c,

•{ .`,;k¥idrl:,ji'J,,:  f:,:i:?I.I;.:fj#j`i-:,.EREf

OR(;ANISATI()N OF Ali`RICAN  UNITY

STATEMENT BY
DR. SALIM AIIMBD SALIM

AT THE OPENING.OF
FIRST CONTIRENRArsREETING^`OFtr^:,:.

i;.~£`';i:,=`-.`..i€#.;TgsiiE.-£fr,3iigTa:;;;¥,``.AERlcADF`Èx.PER.I,s3®nFd.tsnn4il;I.:;ARms3;I.::`::
i+=P   `5.xp;.=3jgJr.£a-?rS: i.,?`!:;=¥\€.ngt#``.:,,::I-`    `.i.. t'

ii`±':;!f..;.rr=.:.',;'7:..;,::.ii`.¥+€5:!¥;?¥fgr;¥gj<..':L--:
`".          ..`    `-;.-'f`:-,I-`    I:...'         .                   -i..

•,~_,:' '.:` AIND  EIGHT WEnp®Tls:`j,:.,` .:3

UN`'CONFERENGE,.®ENTRE±
ADDIS AB-AIA

17 RAY 2000

::'  `E -':?  .  ,i. +'iE `a,i
.-, : J'£   . t,i.. ;:~` .-.i



`,.v;`!,='`,I

:,    '"&=     .   ,1-.-i

..  '. ,    ,  r   .

It is with great pleasure that I wish to welcome you all to this opening
of  the  F`irst  Continental  Meeting  of African  Experts  on  Small  Arms  and
Light   Weapons   organized   by   the   OAU.   The.  presence   of   so   many
representative   experts   from   the   Member   States   of   our   Continental
Organization and the attendance by some Members of the Eminent Persons
Group,   including  its   esteemed   co-chairperson,   Mr.   Michel   Rocard,   the
former  Prime  Minister  of F`rance  who  is  to join  us  here;  and  Ambassador
Mohamed  Sahnoun,  the UN Secretary General's Special Advisor on Africa.
is  a testimony and  a reaffirmation  of the  serious  concern  attached  to  the
issue of small arms and its ramifications to our Continent, by governments,
non-govemmental   organizations,   ais   well   as   by   the   world   pre-eminent
institution,  the  United  Nations.    F`or  us  at  the  General  Secret.ariat,,  we  are
also particularly pleased to have in our midst Mr. William Bteki Mbomoua,
a distinguished former Secretary General of our Continental Organization.

The presence of all of you at this meeting, underlines a recognition of
the necessity to seek a coordinated approach in addressing the problem ofwr-
proliferation of, small,arms and light weapons in Africa and the importance

` of sharing  experieneesi within  the  Continent,. as.  well, as  in`ong  all`those
; ;i;i.!`+.,who ; are`; preoccupied'\with_ ,the . problem``-globally..+ :On  behalf of  th.e`. Cieneral J.`'`:~ -..,. I '` .i
` ; ' `+ S,ecretariat, and. -on  try +.own. behalfi'-I`.wish  fo .expfes§i app`ieciation ' for . the-` `t\.'\ ;

: :  positive response `.demonstrated lby`you`r attendancet at this meeting:    I
---.,-..    I                     I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        -.-.tt-.`-_'

+.;tj,` /.t€ ,-.i i    11 1.  .,`{a.`,I,`:I.r! .a `.J`I twould.1i.ke.,``ap'so+t-t6..,fe8is`ter3.ori'r`.8I.atitu`de  to  the' do-n-ors  arid'Parfuieis`€ t3;jj.'-,   !
" ,{`!; i,.+ `e`.r.`    <` .` .'i£`` twfrof` have  `a§sis-tedil':u'sii' rife  'ad`dfe§Sin8} !this  issue:.:`ind  who  `have,+c6ntributedrj!!`t`&ng  ``
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'-t +/.I immchsely.  t6 :``the.i--`gon.Ve`ning: of,``thi§'.` meeting.;  I -wish,  tin  .thi§*iegald,   tot~;`;i i u,i '.

:i ` taoKnowledget{ :thd}..lie+speGLtive I,--'Supp'ort<L. given  by/ ` the - G`overhmeh'ts :. ~of 7 t.he3?.i2j ``i``,"i.
•.i I;Neth.erlandsi-`'` S"-eden;` ```(.''and.``:i-`: Switzerland.     Similarly,  .>   the,;I  'c-ollaborativejt;'.f :`-I..h ;
I   relationship.`.we-`haveJ  developed „with   the   Pretoria.  based'  Institute   for!~:`}t i
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pu'rsuing this un.dertaking. `

Security Studies  as well as with the I,one based  United Nations  Regional
Gen.tre`...for  Peace  <`andr  Disamament:~ int ;Africa  has  been   quite`/`useful.`th'  ,-:z``'`.i

This  expert  meeting  convenes  with  a  background  of a  determthed
preoccupation by the 'OAU in seeking ways of containing the proliferation of
small  ams  and  combating illicit trafficking and  its  adverse  consequences
to  our  societies.  It  is  out  of  this  concern  that  during  its  68th  Ordinary
Session, held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, in June  1998, the Council of
Ministers  adopted  Decision  CM/Dec.  432  (IXvm)  on  the  "Proliferation  of
Small  Arms  and  Light  Weapons".   In  that  Decision,   council,   inter  alia,
reiterated  the  urgency  and  the  need  for  Inter-African  cooperation in  the
search  for  solutions  to  the  problems  posed  by  the  proliferation  of small
arms and light weapons and stressed the primary role that the OAU should
play in the coordination of efforts in this area.

As    a    follow-up    to    the    Ouagadougou    Decision,    the    OAU,    in
collaboration  with  the  Institute  for  Security  Studies   embarked   on  the
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publication of a bi-monthly Newsletter,  entitled  "  Small Arms  Proliferation
and Africa",  aimed at sensitizing Member States  and providing a forum  of
exchange of views on how best to address the problem of small arms  and
light weapons.

OAU.s engagement with this issue was given an added impetus at the
AIgiers  Summit,  in  1999,  whereby  the  Heads  of  State  and  Government
adopted a Decision on the illicit proliferation,  circulation and  trafficking of
small   arms   and   lights   weapons,   in   which   it,   inter   alia,   hailed      the
Declaration of the Moratorium on import.  export and manufacture of light
weapons  adopted  in  Abuja,  in  October  1998,  by  the  Heads  of State  and
Government  of  ECOWAS;  welcomed  the  initiatives  being  undertaken  by
Member States  and regional  Organizations;  reiterated  the  urgency and  the
need  for  Inter-African  Cooperation  in  addressing  the  problems  associated
with  the  illicit  use,  transfer  and  manufacture  of  small  arms  and  light
weapons;   and  requested  the  OAU  Secretariat  to  organize  a  ministerial
Conference preparatory to the United Nations Conference on the same topic
scheduled to take place not later than 2001.

This  expert  meeting  which  will  be  followed  up  next  month  by  a
consultation  meeting. ,with  NGOs,   International  Organizations,   and   the

.i    A .h: .  Secretariats` of` Regional,Organizations will,  I !believe,  8o.a long way .to  pave `.  .`.'.
-: ,. ,  itn`e' widy.  for  .at`ffuitful  Mifiisterial  Meeting  to``.be  held  in` Bainako, `Mali,  in` `-..i
•`'-octobe-r2ooo..i                                            ,I     ,      J..`{!L,`L.
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````i¥:;\±,.*'r'.A::::i`\L;Ti:isinall`.,'`armsiaiidili-gife-iweapb~n§-'{ha§'^b`eG®m.e!a!Ithre`atto`pe`aceJproceds€sI.an-di:;`3``;,`
I '.  ::r..`,          '  ``,`'+.," human``§ecurity`.alike.: This: plfen`oinenon kn'owsl.no  borders and  affectstthei ``:;`,..i.''

''in.crease im illiciti traffic.king in.-small arms and light weapons is adding

to the |jroblem`by Contributing to the increase in banditry,  smuggling

developed -: 'as   `cwell.'`!.'as`r; idevelo-P`ing:'  `€ommunities.    Im  `crisi-s'.  -`-in: `. pol`i.tical.'„  :
transitions rand in+ posfr-Conflict reconstruction Processes, the unaccounted,```, r'
excessive  and rincontrolled  availability  and  movement  of small  arlns  and
ammunition fuels violent alternatives to conflict resolution and creates real
obstacles   to   peaceful.  economic   and   social`  development.   Moreover,   the

fuel ` ,
and

similar criminal  activities which not only ilnperil the  live-s  of our  security
forces but also obstruct the day-to-day life of our peoples.  The proliferation
of small  arms  is  a  major  cause  in  sustaining  and  compounding  armed
conflicts in this Continent.

Although this problem is clearly global in character and in linkages,
its effects are felt most starkly in Africa. It is reported, for example, that out
of the 500 million small ams circulating in the world,  loo million of these
are  found   in  Africa.   And   more   than  half  of  these   have   been   illicitly
procured. The consequences, as one can contemplate, include an increased
wave  of  crime,  burgeor}ing  culture  of  violence,  pervasive  insecurity  and
instability in some of our societies,  and even more tragically. the promotion
of the phenomenon of child soldiers for whom such contraptions are found
to be more convenient to handle.
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I   believe   we   are   all   aware   of  the   havoc   and   the   horror   being
perpetrated upon the people of Sierra Leone.  In fact,  the  tragedy of Sierra
Leone is an epitome of the devastation caused by these weapons.  Not only
do they foster and perpetuate violence and instability, but also they become
a basis  for obstructing  the  attainment of sustainable  peace  in  society.  In
the  same  manner,   the  intractability  of  the  crisis  in  Somalia.   and  the
phenomenon of war-lordism is largely a consequence of the easy availability
of these weapons.

It is in this regard that. the control and reduction of small arms and
light weapons proliferation in Africa and the combating of the illicit trade in
arms are issues of major concern for the OAU. They impinge on our effort.s
to  prevent,  manage  and  resolve  conflicts;  disrupt  the  social  tranquility  of
our  peoples;  and  they  undermine  the  promotion  of sustainable  economic
growth and development.  In this respect.  the issue of small arms and light
weapons is not simply a security concern or a matter to be handled by law
enforcement agencies. It is a problem that involves all sectors of society and
at all levels. It concerns governments, private sector as well as civil society.

The  task  is  far  too  great  for  any  one  group,  government  or  sub-
`.!`   .    2\   regional  organization  to~undertake  alone.  AIms  spill  over  from  conflict  to
F  ..`...=i` `rr`  conflict'.I.:and-..they.serve  the  greed  and  needs. `of_criminals :who  recognize  no

•i i,    ``.Jborde-Is.  '.The'`proliferation   of  small   ams   and   light:  weapons   and   .the
`       I i+it.`   ``,Fi.:`combating``rofurtheuifl.liGit   trade ~'in   ams  icannot ,be`  stopped\`without ` a
I ``  : + t i.~,..-. :.T{T>,I-,ft ..'coordinatedjrj Comprehensive  approach. to  the. .prevention+I . mana8eme`nt . and

`.[r L'.h:~{ ``    .<.-,..``,+-+`...   desolutiQfrt{'Q£` i_the`-;. `problein.    AIl   factors`   mustL be. I considered  tin`;-i;such.i.`a,
',         . i,.:`.-i`i,``  strategyi:tfroinr,lon`g `terfu`.,provision  for..socio-economic.  developmen.t  of  our

..: ;; ;1!-`! 3``  I,  i.i``=,`.`.,i`;.people,I.:-to.-i.short:1 term..3,needs    of   improving`  /border    controlsJ-' and:+{poltice
`     Cooperationbetween  al countries.                                                       `.. „<'          .  „   `   .:`.,t!.I   I

The  need  to  enhance  legal  controls  and  regulations  over  licit  arlns
whether belonging to the .state or to individuals must come hand  in hand
with .the` need-. to; improvei border controls  and  exchange  of, information,  to
cra-ck  down  on  criminal  operators  and  illicit  traffickers.  We  must  neither
forget nor abandon  the  urgency  of arms  removal  campaigns  that  see`k  to
reduce  the  number 'of  illicit  weapons  impacting  on  societies  today;  nor
underestimate    the    positive    role    of    adequate     demobilizat.ion    and
reintegration  programmes  which  include  disarmament.  Lastly,  we  carmot
afford  to  ignore  the  need  to  urge  all  manufacturers  and  traders  in  arms,
particularly   those   in   developed   world,   to   tighten   and   control   their
operations, respect the BCOWAS moratorium,  and to stop all illicit trading
undertaken by their national including the brokering and transfer of illicit
arms   to   Africa.   Suppliers   have   a   responsibility   to   account   for   their
operations.

t.

Arms will not be  stopped by regulations  alone but also by reducing
the demand for them, particularly, that which is caused by insecurity. The
prevalence of situations of insecurity and the breakdown of law and  order
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fosters  a necessity to  seek means of self-defense.  privatization  of security,
and an excessive tendency to acquire weaponry. The worst degeneration of
such situations is when communities are compelled to seek protection from
gangs and warlords so as to ensure security. As we all know by now,  that
even   if  such   a   situation   prevails   in   one   part   of  our   Continent,   the
devastating consequences affect a much wider area bordering such places.

More  critical.  is  the  need  to  find  ways  and  means  of  developing  a
culture of peace in which tensions and divergences w-ithin our societies can
be  resolved  through  non-violent  means.  The  experience  of  the  past  two
decades amply demonstrates the futility of resorting to amassing arms and
deploying  them   as   a  means   of  articulating   and   defending  political   or
economic interests. No single conflict in our Continent has been resolved by
the force of arms.

It  is  therefore  encouraging  to  observe  that  the  issue  of small  arms
and  light weapons  is  receiving prominent  attention  in  the  continent,  and
concrete steps  are being taken to address it. The moratorium  declared by
BCOWAS  Heads  of State  and.  Government,  the  efforts  being  deployed  by
President Konare to mobilize  action  about t.his  problem both  continentally
and .worldwide.  as well as the  meeting recently hosted by the  Government
of Kenya. to address the problem of proliferation of small arms in the Great
Lakes and the: Horn of Africa need to be fully supported.

• i '.-" --`+`\  .. ;I     \ ` .`..;`` I  `   :`In`deed,,'the commi.tment made. by .our IJeaders  at the Algiers S   thmit,
to quake+the year 2000. as one of peac`e and security,  entails that concerted
efforts , sho-uldi be  deployedt to  cohta'iri-th;e..`p-foliferation  of slriall  arins  -a'nd
light weapons,  and.`t`o  'era`dicate  their `in`e'gative  effects  in  our  societie`s-: '  We`,

#ethHee:dAsUoEesmt=t:£udyGC:vine:I:::t:°;=e#}:gntE:ut:St%;Sosr££nce]:ste°[yu*
wiember State;s a. an`d  o-ril`. i]artner.s . i`n ``de`+elopihg .a. coordinated`..ap`p`roa'ch  iri
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addressing this problem.                       '.a.`  -`

I   wish   you   .success   in   yoiii,  deliberations.    I   declare   the-F`irst
Continental Meeting of African Bxperis on Small Arms and Light Weapons
Open.                                   i \

I

Thank you .
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