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I'ellow Africans,
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On 257 May 2000, we shall be commemaratmg the 377 anmiversary ol oun

Contmental Orgamzation  This s a rather special occaston because 1t marks (he
fiest celebration of Afvica Day i the new millenmuum. We take satislaction af (he
Lact that we have reached this day with the Organization that embodics ou
collective will and strength being mtact and more consohidated, and that we have

mamtamed our determmation to surmount collectively the challenpes confronting
LIS

While the new century presents a lot ol hope and optimism for our Continent there
are stll awesome challenges that we need 1o sunmount in order 1o attain the vision
ol o prosperous and dynamic Africa. enjoving peace, securtty and stability: and
with the welfare of her people at a high level

Weare celebrating this occasion while sull beme hedevilled by the persistence and
recalaiance of the scourge of conflicts. Muny Tives are beme lost on a daily b
duc o the farlure of resolvime our differences peacelully - And where conflicts are
at tall blown stage, the casualty rate s absolutely staggering. |\
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Faluable hertagees
are bemg destroyed by the mternecine wars that we have been unable 1o stop
Millions of Africans are living m humihiating conditions as refugees or displaced
people

I do not have to recount the horrors of the conflict in the Great Lakes; the conflict
between Eritrea and Ethiopia: the atrocities perpetrated against the people of Sierra
L.econe by the rebels; the long and agomzing wars in Angola and in Southern
Sudan: the anarchy prevailing in Somalia: and the continued tension m the
Comoros as well as the difficult situations which the Republic of Congo and the
Central African Republic have been going through.

As 1f the burden of conflicts is not enough, the Continent has lately been
confronted by another formidable challenge, that has become more pronounced
during this year, namely, the natural disasters. Hundreds of our people lost their
lives and hundreds of thousands were displaced due to floods, cycl

ones, torrential
rains and overflowing rivers in Mozambique, Madagascar, Zimbab

we and parts of

South Africa. There has also been the devastating drought in the Horn of Africa
and parts of East Africa which has caused enormous suffering, including deaths.




Al these disasters besides causmy deaths and sulferme to fellow African. JHENE

also mmpeded the development of o counties And perhaps the mos depresamoe

and preparedne.
we have been unable to antrcmpate such ealanmine.
and to respond o them promptly and adequately

aspect of these natural disasters has been o lack ol Capaciiy
coprng with them Inmost cases

Despite our madequacy m coping with disasters. 1 wish (o acknowledpe and s

tibute o the sense of solhidanty and brotherhood (hat prevarled mothe nidar of

these particalar difficulties Many Member States of

our Organtzation hiay ¢
tesponded posttively and cencroush 1o the needs of then

[elose Afvicans m cres
Lhev have given practical assistance s makimg a conerete demonstianion of
ssmpathy and sohdinmy We must also at this pomt commend Afvican imstitinon

and non-African Governments and  mstitutions and ard agencies that hin e

demonstrated solhidarity and oiven support to our people at these difficult times

Ny tellow Africans the THV-ATDS pandemie continues 1o wreck havoc 1o

Muocan People. Tors the smgle most indiscrimmate killer in the Contment | o
onrelerrng o the fact that nore e ple have died from this tlness than e

have Tost i the ttal nmiber of conflicts have occurred inthe contiment don
the past two decades Many people have been INFECTED by HIV-ATDS G

almostall of us have been AFFECTED by its terrible consequences,

The challenges facing us are thus numerous. varied
our greater vigour and determination in the bid (o 1
of our Founding Fathers of maimtaining our unity
well-being of our people and the development of our Countries. Indeed, the vicour,
commitment, and momentum that we have cenerated on the continent as we enter
the new century is the only vehicle for confronting  and surmounting  these
challenges and for attamig the destiny that we are aspiring for. We need 1o
remvigorate our efforts and enhance our determination to pursue our objectives

and monumental. They require
ve up to the vision and wisdom
and solidarity and promotinu the

I July 1999, at the OAU Summit in Algiers, our |
o designate the year 2000 as a year of
appear, 1t demonstrates a commitment (o

aders took a landmark decision
peace. Symbolic as this decision may
address effectively the burning issues of
peace, security and stability in our Continent. Sice the Algiers Summit, there has
been an intensification of efforts among our leaders, our Continental Organization,
Sub-Regional Organizations and civil society 1 general aimed at ensuring the
realization of the aspiration of establishing a foundation for permanent peace in
Africa. Clearly much more efforts are needed. Yet, thanks to the measures already
taken, the framework for peace exists for most of the conflict areas.
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Smubarhyon the 99 1999 our T eaders adapted the historie Sirte Declnation

which they pronounced then resolve 1o establish the Alviecan Unton and 1o

accelerate the  estabbishment of  the mstitutions ol (he African  lcononn

Community ncludimg the creation of the Pan-Afocan Parhiament The adoption ol
the Surte Declaration has brought closer the viston of the Foundmg Fathers of o
Oreamzation and the desme of Alrican peoples for closes cooperation. mteeration

and iy Steps are bemg taken towards the realization ol the objectines

adumbrated at Site Te s however sell evident that the 1ssue ol greater unii

demands the collective mvolvement and undertak e by 1] sectors of our societies

As we endeavour o pursue the multifaceted agenda of cconomic. soctal and

polincal development within the context of peace ~ceuniy and stabihity. we are
conscious of the urgent need to overcome both man-made and natural disasters 1

s this context that there have been mercased Contmental cltorts to combat the
FHV-ATDS pandemie. Tt is also m this respect that we welcome the stenihean

ititve wlnch Ted to the holdimg me Abugas of the fist coer malaria Summit DU

Contment forowe are only too conscrous of the deatls and devastation thet ol s

ocaustny to ndhons of our people

We need also 1o be better preparcd and oreanized ar the national, sub-regronal and
Contmental levels to confront cmergency situations be they natural or other
disasters that owr Continent has been experiencing. Such a coordinated approach
will certamnly, at the very least, minimize casualties.

In conclusion. I would like to take this opportunity to urge all African States and
peoples to recommit ourselves to the principles and objectives of our
Orgamzation and to strive for the promotion of pedace. understanding, cooperation
and the development of our Continent. We can best do so by closing rank and
working together in the spirit of solidarity — the very spinit that mmspired our
Founding FFathers and which held us together for the last 37 vears.

Continental

God Bless Africa.

Addis Ababa
May 24, 2000




