
1,

i:.`,`,/``,,„n    ,,I       \1,,,:,`,I,`,,\

M E LS LS ,,1 t , I :,  I i \ ,  , , ` I I I:j  S E t ` R , .: r , ` , \ R i _ C; E, N I.: , <  \ I ,

0 I  T I+ I+i  () 1< (; ,.\ \ I Z. A '1` I 0 N  () I-:  ,4 F R I CA NI   I_I N I '1` \

DR. SALIM  AHMED SALIM,   ON  THE OCCASION  OF

THE 37''`J]  ANNIVERSARY  OF AFRICA  DAY

2il`II  MAY  2000



I,`('11,,\`    ^`'t.i(`:ln`'

()u       'i"     May     2()()()`     \^i.     `li;ill     \ti`     i,oinluemoi;I(IIl{i     (he     i7"`     tuuu\iL`:ii\,'     ol      tuu

(    Olilllicl`l:il    oi.`tialuz:I(H)u           llii`    i`    ;I    I;illicl     `i)i.ii;il    ()cc:```ioH    I)cciHI`i`     I(     i"ul\`    \lu

lii\l    ii`li`lti:I(loo    til`   ^l.iic:I    I);i\'    in    \l`c    uc\^     iiuUi`Iuuuin       We    li`ke    `:`\i`l`:`clioli    a(    {l\i.

I;ii(      |l\til      \,\re      have      ie:`che(I      (111`      (I:ly      wl(ll      llli.      ()l|L!:lnlz:`(loo      ll`al      i`o`l)o(lle`      oul

i`ttlli`i\i\i`    \\Jill    :in(I    s(len.L±{h    I)eulit    lHlac\    ;il`(I    lu()Ii`    c()l`Soll(late(I.    :lI`il    lhal     \^;c    lia\'i`

ni   uul<ulii`il    o`il.   tlelcuiHi`a(loo    lo    `ulln(nuH    i.olli`i(I\l`I\i'    Hlc    clmllcH`Lii``    ctjol.IttHlui:.
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VI   l\ill'   (l\i`    iie\^'    cci`{uly    I)ie`eill`   :11o\    o(`  lH)I)i`   ;u\il    t)I)\uiilsm    I`oi    (nH     (`oii{iocii(    thi`ii`

ali`   \1111    :\\\rcsollle   ChilllcllLLes   \l`Zll    \^'C   l`ee(I    1o   \\lllHolm\    Ill    ol-(lcl    1o   aU:UH    (he    \Jisloii

ol     "    itlo`i)crous    all(l    (I.viialluc    ^l`ric:i`    eliio\iii.I     iti`t`i`c.,    securil}/'    all(1.`\a\)Ilil\'       :uitl

\\  Ilh   I  lii`   \\`ell`al.e   of  her  pe()I)le   a\   :`   lii`uh   lc\'i`l

\\   i.   ,ill.   i`i`li`l)I:`tHig   oiis   occt\`ItHi   \\11ile   `lill    l)un   _I    \)uli`\  Illcil   1)I     `11e    I)ci``I``\eHiL`   {m`l

ii`i,ililli:u`i`i`   o(`the   scoui`L!i`   ol    i`oi`(1ii`\\      Mol\\     lI\i``   tue    l)c`mg    lost    oo    a   (hll\    1):\`1\

1\,1`   ,"   ,1`1`    I`:"lu,e   o(`,e\o,\"``l,   ,""    (,,".1`,1'"1,1```    i,\.`,".(",,\       A,1(,   \\,"„   |.o,1",l`(\   („1`

\(     l\ill     hlo\\o     sta`Lie,    tlic    i`t\`il;il(\      I:ilc     i`    `i\t`\)lu'\i.l\      \\t``i`gcrmg       \/:\lual)Ie     l`i`il\:iLi`\

t\ii`    h"Li   (icstr()yccl    1)}'    \hi`    iii\i`illciiiii`    \\m    lh"    \\c   liti\Jc   l)c`on    iin;\\)lc    „    \\t)I)

or  Afiicaiis   ai-e   livmg   in   liiHiiiliatmii   Liti`tii\ioi`s   as   lel`iigees   ol    clisi)lacc(IM  I  I  I  I()l's

pcol)le

I  do  liot  have  to  recount  the  liorrors  of the  coii`lict  ill  tlie  Great  Lakes;  the  conflict
l)c{\\Jeen  Eritrea  and  Ethiopia`  tlie  atrocities  peii)etiatcd  against  the  people  of Sieirzi

I.eonc   I)y   the   I-ebels;   the   long   and   agomziniu   \\'ai-s   in   Angola   and   ill   SoutheHi

Sii(i{`ii.    the    anarchy    prevailing    in    Soiiitllia`    {`Iid    the    contiiiued    tensioii    in    tlie

Comoios  as  well  as  the  difficult  situatioiis \\Jliich  the  Republic  of Congo  and  tlic
Ceiiti.al  Al`rican  Republic  have  been  goiiig  thl-oiigh

As    il`   the   burden   of   conflicls    is   not   enough,   the   Continent   has   lately   been
coiil`Ionled  by  another  foli"dable  challenge,   that   has  become  more  pronouiiced
diH`Hig  this  year,  namely,  the   natiii-al   disastei-s    llimdreds   of  oiH-  people   lost   theH`

lives  and  liundreds  of thousaiids  were  displaced  due  to  floods,  cyclones,  toll-entlal
rains  and  overflowing rivers  in  Mozainbiqiie,  Madagascar,  Zimbabwe  and  parts  of
South  Africa.  There  has  also  been  the  devastating  drought  in  the  Horn  of Africa
and parts of East Africa which has caused enormous suffering, including deaths
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""     i>t\`{      t\\o     tli`it\ili'\        \1"h       iti\t)ill       li`I\i      I)Ho      lNI    I    (`111)     ln       111\-\11)\     .iliii

`ill`ios\   all   (`l`iis   ht`\i`   hHo    /\111   (     Ill)   ln    I(\   (i`Hible  c()nse(iiiciicc`

[`he  challeiiges  ]`acmg  iis  ale  lliiis  iiiimciou`,  \Jaried  and  moiiuiiiental    They  ietiiiH|`

oui-gl.eater  vigoiir  and  (le(emiimtion  Hi  the  bid  to  live  up  to  the  vision  and  u ]s(Ion

of tHH-Foimdmg  Fathcis  ol` maHi(aHiiiiLL  oui   iHiity  and  solidai-ity  and  I)iomoHnr  O`i`

\\ell-l)cmg  o(`oiH   I)c()I)le  t`Ii(I  the  (le\i`loi"nuH   („   oiii   C`oimtries    lnclee(1,  lhi`  \  iLio"

commiliiieiit,  aiid  momeiit`mi   tlii"   \\Jc   ha\c   geiicratecI  oil   tlle  Coi`tment   a`   \\'i`  i`Ii{ci

llie    iiew    centi"J    Is    tlie    oiil};     \,chlcle     lt`i     conriontmg    and     siiimoiHilHiLL     \hi``

t`hzilleiiges   and   foi    at\z`Hiinii   the   destiii.\'   11„"    wc    are   aspirmg    l`or     We    iiceil    0)

Iemvigoiate  our  efl`orts  ancl  enhance  oiii  dctcl-mmation  to  pursue  oui  ol)jccti\Jc`

hi  Jiily   1999,  at  the  OAU  SiHiimit  H`  Alglels,  oiH-I_,eaders  took  a  laiidiiiaH<  (lcclsioii

to   designate   the   yeai   2()()0   as   a   .Veal    or  peace     Symbolic   as   this   dcci"m   iiit`\
ai)I)cai,  it  demonstiatcs  a  commitmciil  to  addiess  effectively  tlle  biiHiing  issue``  ol

peace,  security  alid  stability  in  oul  Continent    Since  the  Algiers  Siimmlt,  theic  has
been  an  intensificatlon  of efl`orts  among oiir  leaders,  our Continental  Oi-ganization,
Sub-Regional   Organiz,ations   and   civll   society   in   general   aimed   at   ensui.mg   the
realization  of the  asplratioii  of establislilng  a  foundation  for  permanent  peace  in
Africa.  Clearly  much  more  el`forts  are  needed   Yet,  thanks  to  the  ineasiil-es  allen(ly
taken, the framework foi-peace exists fol-most of the conflict areas
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(   )It!±aiu/:illtm    .u\tl    lhi`    (leslle    ttl`   ^liliau    |ti`oi)li``    lw     iltF`i.I     i`ooi)i`i{ihoi`       Ii\li`."Hw`

I,,(I      ",",\         i,1`,,`     ;"1`      ,,e,"`!J      L,,\" ,,,, \,,",,\      ,,,11      ,l .,,,, / ,,,, o"      o,      I,"      o,,IIIU,\l.\\

ti]!ti'::'\:i\|`i't!|`:':i{`]i`i"ui\i':'i[\i"Hi]\`ui'\t|\i\\LL\„Li'„|tLi',(„L\|\L',t;:,;;'„(\!'`('\(\'t\'i'}\|\L\\\t',:`tt'\`,tS,'\',:`|'t:;,L\,",|':\\

\`      \\c      i`I\tli`.i\tnu       (o      I)iilsuc      \hi`      uHIllihii`(i`(I      ,i!'iiHlj      ul      i`i`oiioii`Ii`        `ocltil      .iiiil

",I,,,1.`,I     (ll-lo,,"`l.",     \\,,,hm    ,,,1.1,,,"1.\,     ul     I,1..`1,1.       \1.1",,,\      (,,,(,     `':11)Ill(\,       \\1,    `111.

iuu`iloii\   ul    llii`    ui`Lii`i`l    iieeil   to   o\i.iiolHi`    ho(h    i"ili-I)iti\li.    tu`tl    oa(uizil    ill`:i`("      11

i\     IIi     llu\     utiili`\{     (lit\(     (licie     h{\\'i`     lwl.o     ilii`ii`ti\L`il     (`(tliiii\i`iHtil     i`l|`oi(i     (o     i`o|i`ht\\     \|iiL

Iil\'-\11)\    ,""(lu",l .,,, `    ;1,\"    ,"    ,,"\    ,1,`1,"(     ,,,,,,, ``     \,1,,1 .,,, "1,    (I"    `,11,",,1,""

IIulltill\i`    \\\Iilili     li`il    Lt    llii`    hol(liHLI       ii\       \\"H       `\1     ll\i'     lil`:    "u      IHtil"H    `imilHH     iii          i    I

`     ,,,, I,"\,iil        I       ,        ,\,.     ,"i,o,,l\     ,(",ii,,\,\L               -,     ,i)i,,,1""         ,         I,L,\.,\,.Illoll\h,l\     l'\,il„

\,1.I,,    ,i       ,-"1'-l\o,`(""   I,|.,,I,,

\\J|`   I\|`i`tl   :il\o   1o   l)i`   l)ettci.   PI-ci):He(I    ;iiiil    ul.Lmii/e(I    ill    (lii`    Iitiooil{\l,    siib-I.egion:\l    :ii\il

(`olitilieii\:`l      le\'el.i     to     coiifi-on(     i`I11i`iLLii`oc}'     si(iia\ioii``     I)e     (hey     natiiral     (n      othci

disaslci.`   \hal   oui    Coiltmeilt   ]1as   l)ccn   c\peiieiicuig    Siicli   a   c()-ordiilated   appi()ach

\,\Jill  cerlaml_\  ,  zit  Ule  very  least,  miiiimizc  casualties

ln   col`cl\i`iou`    I    \\iould   like   to   \al`i'   (hi`   oi7ijol-tiHil\.\    oi   \iiLLi`   all   Africtin   States   imil

I)eoplcs   lo   il`i`oliimit   ourselves   to   lI`e   I)uiicii)lcs   aiitl   o17iei`ti\Jcs   or  oiil.   Coi`tmeiil{il
Olgaliiza\ion   t\ilil   lo   strive   foi   the   I)itjlliotioll   ol`  I)etii`i`     unileislandmg,   cot)I)cit`{ion

tHitl   {lie   de\eloi)mcH`t   of  oui    ContHicill       We   can   l)esl   tlo   „)   l)y   closmg   ianl`   toiil

woikHia   toiiethci    in   tlie    spiiit    ()(`   solltlau\y    -     the    \Jei}     spmt    that    msi)Ilo(I    oui

l``()iHidHig  Fathers  alld  whicli  held  iis  logetllei.  l`or  the  last  `'`7  years.

G()d  Bless  ^l`I-icz`

Addis Ababa
May 24, 2000


