STATEMENT OF THE OAU SECRETARY GENERAL

ON AFRICA REFUGEE DAY

1991

JUNE 20

We are today 20th June 1991, marking Africa

into force

coming

commemorating the

Day,

Refugee

in 1974 of the 0AU Convention Governing the Specific

Aspects of the Problem of Refugees in Africa.

At present, the number of refugees on the

while

continent is estimated at over five million;

the displaced persons are believed to be over twelve

Your are all aware of the present plight

million.

of refugees and displaced persons in countries such

Somalia, Sudan, Liberia, Mozambique

Ethiopia,

as

R bbpg.wuq«:wwywqizywwuuu\;m;Rw’nkbi

been

also

have

Djibouti and Kenva

and Angola.

burdened with aaditional refugees fleeing from both

Somalia and Ethiopia.

On this occasion, I would like to reiterate

concern for these

solidarity and humanitarian

our

have been

who

compatricts

unfortunate

other

and
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me emphasize

let

occasion,

is
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'Un
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Africa 1

mn

m of refugees

fact that the proble

community should

1

10na

ity and that the internat

real

abide by its commitment to the principle of burden-

solidarity as stipulated

international

sharing and

in the various international instruments on refugees.

~
pm
o

occasion

this

we express on

While

b

soligarity with the refugees and asylum countrie
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As we commemorate the African Refugee Day,
it is important to recall that nbthing much will
be achieved 1in solving Africa's‘*refugee problem
un]ess‘we Africans embrace the virtues of tolerance.
We must learn to tolerate our different pigmeﬁtation,
different cultural backgrounds and religious choices
and different political points of view. Tolerance
is not a weakness but a positive sign of maturity
which will prevent our brothers and sisters from

running into exile.

Finally, I would like to seize this oppor-
tunitx to call upon the world community to provide
relief or emergency and developmental assistance
to Africa's refugees and displaced persons, and
inputs to strengthen the fragile economies of the
African countries most affected by the presence

of refugees, returnees and displaced persons.

I thank you.




