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MFA's CONSULTATIONS AND ASSESMENT OF
VOTING PATTERN DURING THE FORTHCOMING
ELECTION OF OAU SECRETARY GENERAL.

|
i 1. Introduction:’

During preliminary briefing of the Tanzania delegation

MFA pointed out the following issues:

5 a)

b)

c)

that there will be attempts by Niger and her
supporters to dissolve our will. He cautioned

that we should be firm and emphatic on our resolve
to tell them that our candidate is leading according

to our readings.

that certain countries will state that the
Francophone/Anglophone cleavage is a reality to be
reckoned with. MFA stressed the need to tell such
countries that those who have been saying that Africa
has now matured and that we should not be influenced
by linguistic considerations must now come forward
and disabuse the assention that the Organisation
should continue to be headed by a Francophone
candidate!

that the opposition thinks that they are leading.
That Niger's Foreign Minister has met Zimbabwean
Foreign Minister whereby the former informed the
later that Niger's.position is to continue

supporting their candidate for three reasons:

i) he has re-organised the Organisation's
administrative system at the Secretariat; that
this programme of re-organisation is continuing

and therefore Ide Oumaru should be given a new

term to complete this programme.
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ii) he has helped resolve political problems of
Namibian Independence and has helped bring about
peace to Angola and that continued peace
initiatives in the sub-region are continuing and
he should be allowed to continue to solve these

problems. ’

iii) he has embarked upon a programme to solve Africa's

economic problems.

Minister Mkapa gave the following broad guidelines to
our delegation: 5

"Argue that the so called positive elements of the
incumbent are not real otherwise there should not be outcry
for change. Give’merits to our candidate without abusing
Niger's candidates. We should tell supporters of Ide Oumaru
that our candidate is better\placed and has the diplomatic
skills and qualities to handle forthcoming sophisticated and
critical,negotiations of Southern Africa problems."

Since then MFA and individual members of our delegations
have made consultations and lobbied for Nd. Salim A. Salim.
Following are summaries of replies by those countries
consulted: '

Country Responses:

1. Senegal : Renewed position of having made commitment to
support Niger; insists on need to reach a
consensus; denies Minister Fall is a compromise
candidate and ruled out as’' well Nguza Karl-L-Bond
and Dr. R. Ouko coming in as dark horses.
Recomends that the two Pgesidents (Niger and
Tanzania) meet on their own or with others

to arrive at a consensus candidate.
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2. Algeria: Wants a candidate who is hard working and who
can help the continent solve our political and

economic problems.

- cautioned on Tunisia as their position is not

very clear.

3. Djibouti: Agreed language is a barrier to some countries
with even same objectives. Wants to preserve
Unity of Africa, and will support the candidate
who will have majority of Africa behind him.
concrete response to our President's message
will come with President during Summit.
"Objective conditions will determine our decision

and not language or region.

4, Sao Tome & Principe: Supports our candidate for two reasons:

a) We have good-relations between ourselves and

b) Situation in Southern Africa requires a dynamic
\ person like SAS.

5. Mali: Believes none of the candidates has a majority of

votes. Supports idea of a consensus candidate.
Suggests consultations between 5 presidents of
Niger, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Egypt and Mali together
with their Foreign Ministers may help reach a
consensus. Believes compromise candidate is likely

to be a weak one.

6. Ethiopia: Agrees Tanzania's candidate is leading but
uncertain of a & majority on first ballot.
But after 2nd and 3rd ballots we shall get a

majority vote.

Have heard rumours that Francophones want
to block Salim because they say Tanzania has
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spoiled the chance of their candidate getting a

second term.

7. Cameroon: Believes Salim will eventually win but we must

work towards getting a consensus.

8. Guinea Bissau: Had no knowledge of special message to their

President. Upon assurance that an envoy
did go the Foreign Minister said he was

communicating with home.

9. Mauritania: Will prefer a consensus to voting but will
appeal that blocking mechanism not be applied

in case there is no consensus.

10. Tunisia: Prefers a Committee of say 5 wisemen to look for
consensus. They have already committed to
supporting Niger (this was before we presented

our candidate).

11. Equatorial Guinea: Supports our candidate.

12. Lesotho:  Supports our candidate.
13. Burundi: Supports our candidate. 3

14. Rwanda: Supports our candidate.
15. Angola: Supports our candidate.

16. Seychelles: ~Supports our candidate.

Clear arguments for Ide OQumaru:

\

|
- that he has a record on performance at the 0AU. Salim has
none but on Tanzania and what he did at the UNO (this is Mali's
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suppositional argument).

- that Tanzania is against Ide Oumaru as a candidate and has
Personalised a negative attack against Ide Oumaru (arguments
by some officials of the OAU/Secretariat. N:B The officials
quoted have been described by Brig. H. Mbita is unreliable

:
and unpredictable.

-

- that Tanzania has spoiled the possibility of Ide Qumaru
getting a second term and Niger and her supporters will
block Salim as a punishment.

Ethiopia advised MFA to be cautious of this!

Conclusion:

Through the outcome of consultations there is a clear
feeling that Salim will get a simple majority on the first
ballot.

Along these lines we count the following 29 countries
(marked v/ ) to constitute a simple majority:

N
v1. Tanzania

v’'2. Botswana
% 3. Lesotho
* 4, Malawi
v'5. Zimbabwe
v 6. Angola
v' 7. Zambia
v 8. Mozambique
? 9. Senegal
v10. Swaziland
v/11. Sudan
vi2. Ethiopia
v13. Djibouti
X 14. Somalia
V15. Kenya
v 16. Uganda
v 17. Comoro
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* 18. Mauritius
V/ 19. Seychelles
¥ 20. Madagascar
?7 21. Zaire
v/ 22. Cameroon
V/23. Equatorial Guinea
? 24. Gabon
? 25: CAR
V/26. Congo
? 27. Tchad
v 28. Burundi
V/29. Rwanda
V/30. Sao Tome & Principe
? 31. Egypt
v/ 32. Libya
?733. Tunisia
v 34, Algeria
v 35. SADR
?7 36. Niger
? 37 Nigeria
? 38. Togo N
* 39. Benin :
v 0. Liberia
? 41, Cote d'Ivoire
v 42, Mali
? 43. Mauritania
ﬂ?uu. Guinea Bissau
? 45. Guinea
V'46. Gambia
V/HT. Cape Verde
V/HB. Ghana
"49. Sierra Leone
? 50. Burkina Faso
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[4’ - Against us - ?
;F' - Doubtful - *

L

Under the circumstances a vote will give us a starting
point for determining a consensus candidate.

]
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