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Excellencies ,
Hy  Dear  Fellow  Africans.

Once  again,   in   a   few   hours,   we   shall   witness   the  end  of  another

year   and   the   commencement   of   a   New   Year.     It   is   tr`aditional,   at   this   time
of   the   year,   for   people   to   take   sCock   of   the   past,    in   order   to   look   up

to   the   future.     It   is   therefore  a  great   pleasure   for`   me   to   utilise   this
singular  occasion,   when   I   have  the  honour  to  address   the  people  of  Africa.

to  highlight  a  few  of  the  major  topical  issues  that  confront  our  continent,
in   the   hope   that   these   concerns   will   t)e   given   adequate   emphasis   in   the
resolutions  you  will  be  making  for  1993.

This    is    nothing    new    to   the   people   of   Africa    who,    since   the
beginning   of    the   Eighties    have   been   yearning   for   soine   good   news.      For

more   than   a   decade   the   people   of   Africa   have   not   only   consistently   been

told   tales   of   woes,   t)ut   have   actually   lived   through   and   experienced   the

pains  and  agonies  of  life.     On  each  occasion,   we  proclaim  our  determination
to   see   out.   continent   divested   of   the   evils   that   plague   her;    we   pledge
and    renew   our    commicment    Co   forge   closer   unity   between   out.    scates   and

people.     And  yet,   notwlthstandlng  our  best  effol`ts,   the  continent  continues
to   slide   into   more   complex   political   and   economic   problems.      The   experts

prol`laimed   the  Eighties   as   a   lose   decade.     The   beglnnings   of   the  Nineties
have  not  given  us  much  hope.

The   Year   1992   has   been   particularly   a   very   cliff icult   year   for
Africa.     It  has  been  a  year  of  unmitigated  disaster  in  terms  of  conflicts,
drought   and   famine   and   a   general   socio-economic   decline.      1992   however,

also   witnessed   an   expansion   of   the   froncier8   of   democracy   in   some   parts

of  the  continent.



Africa     has     known     conflicts;      conflicts     between     states     and
conflicts   within   states.     Today,   it   is   civil   war   that   thr.eatens   the  ver`y
fabric  of  our  states  and  1992   will   forever   be  remembered  for`  a  combination

of'    civi.1    war    and    falnine   which    produced    such    un|)recedented  .hor`rors    and

carnage.      The   tragedy   in   Somalia,    the   wars   in   Liberia   and   Rwanda   and   the

internecine   conflict   in   the   Sudan   all   hit   international   headlines.      New
ar`eas    of    tension    also    emerged    following    the    democratization    process.

Africa   ac   the   end  of  1992   was   a  continent   beset  with  conflicts   and  famine

or  simply  a  continent  in  profound  crisis.

We  are  all  witnesses   to  the  unnerving  spectacle  of  walking  human

sl(eletons   on   Television.     The   images   of   babies   and   adults.    their   bodies
reduced   to    bare   and   brittle   bones   by   starvation.   as   well   as   thousands

more   who   have   died   from   hunger.   evoke   feelings   of  anguish   and   r'evulsio.n.

Such   a   feeling   is   immediately   transformed   into   righteous   anger   when  armed
bandi.ts   and   others   divert   for   their`   own   use,   food  and   medicines   that   the

international   community   had   donated   for   use   by   the   starving   people.     For
many   months.    the   world  watched   this   spectacle   with  appar.ent   helplessness.

It  soon  became  clear  that  for  the  humanitarian  effort  to  succeed,   it  needed
to    be    buttressed    by    other   measures    to    dif'fuse    the    terrible    security
situation.      We   all   heaved   a   sigh   of   relief   when   the   United   Nations   was

able   to   find   the   courage  and   the   determination   to   mount   an   operation   to

ensur`e   that   food  and  lnedicines  get   Co   those  who  need  them  most.

The   pr`oblem   in   Somalia   is   humanitar`ian!    it   is   also   a   security

pr`oblem:   but  above  all,   it  is  a  political  problem.     Solution  to  one  without
a   corresponding   action   on   the   others   renders   the   efforts   futile.      This
is    why   we   have   called   for   a   simultaneous   and   comprehensive   approach   at
f inding  a   lasting  solution  to  the  problem  in  Somalia.



As  the  struggle  to  alleviate  the  intolerable  condition  in  Somalia
continues,    I   wish   to   place   on   record   the   appreciation   of.   the   OAU   to   all
those       countries,       governmental       and       non-gover.nmental       organizations,

institutions     and     individuals     who     have     contributed     and     continue     to

contribute   to   the   humanitarian   effor.t   in   Somalia.      I   am   also   encouraged

to   note   that   following   our   repeated   appeals   for'  assistance,   a   number   of
our     member     States     have     responded     positively     and     contributed     food.

medicines,    personnel    and    equipment.       But    more    needs    to    be    done    within

Afl`ica   to   demonstr`ate    in   concrete   terms   that   we   care   about    the   plight
of`   our   t)rothers   and   sisters   in   Somalia   and   that   we   are   willing   to   share
the  little  that  we  have.     In  the  titanic  stl`uggle  in  Somalia  and  elsewhere,
let  it  not  be  said  that  the  people  of  Africa  failed  to  support  their.own.

The  tragic  situation  in  Somalia  in  particular  and  in  other  areas
have   exposed   the   OAU   to   the   full   glare   of   international   scrutiny   and   I
must   admit   we   have   not    been   able   to   rise   to   the   general   expectation.

There   are   therefore   useful   lessons   for   us   to   draw.     The   fir`st   lesson   is
that   the  conflicts   in  Africa  have  exposed  the  weakness  of   the  OAU  in  terms

of   its   institutions  and  capacities.     The  absence  of  a   permanent   mechanism
within   the  OAU   for  conflict   management   and  resolution,   makes   it   extremely

cliff icult    for    the   Organization    to    respond    effectively   and    promptly   to
any   crisis   situation.      The   issue   has   been   a   subject   for   discussion   for
sometime.      But   I   think   it   is   time   Africa   came   to   terms   with   reality   and

set  to  r`ights  what  has  been  a  pairiful  omission.

The     second     lesson     to     t)e     drawn     is     that     wher`e     there     is

determination,    and   in   spite   of   scarce   resources.   something   concrete   and

tangible   can   be   done.     The   situation   in   Liberia   is  a  case   in   point.     The

despatch   of   a   Peace   Keeping   Force    to   Liberia   by    the    Leaders    of  .ECOWAS

r`epresents   the   f inest   hour   for   Africa   in   its   effor.Cs   to   maintain   peace
arid   security   on   the   continent.      There   have   been   prot)lens   and   there,  would

have   been   problems    irrespective   of   who   might   have   gone   in.      This   is   why



the    OAU    fully    supports    the    initiatives    of    ECOWAS    Peace    Plan.       OAU

suppor`t    and   assistance   must    go    to   complement    the   efforts   of   ECOWAS.

And  this  is  what  we  request  of  all  others.

The    case    of   Rwanda    presents    a    different   picture.      The   OAU
is   fully   involved   because   the   parties   to   the  conflict   as   well   as   the
neighbouring    countries    want    the   conf lict    to    be   resolved   under   the
auspices   of   the   OAU.      The   OAU   has   a   Military   Ot)server   Team   in   place.

I    must    mention   with   appreciation   the   fact    that    the   Governments   of

the    USA,    France,    Germany    and    Belgium    have    provided    logiscical   and

other    support    to    the    OAU.       With    all    the    factors    mentioned    above,

especially   Che   deter.mination   of   the   Government   of   Rwanda   and   the   the

Rwanda   Patriotic   Front   to   ensure   success,    progress   is   being   made   in

the   Negotiations   in   Arusha   under   the   chairmanship   of   Tanzania   as   Che

facilitator..      We   will   persevere   in   our   effor.ts   to   step   up   the   pace
of   progress   in   the  coming  year   with   the  aim  of  having  the  two  parties
sign   a   general   peace  agreement   that   would   bring   lasting   peace  as   well

as  a  democratic  dispensation  to  Rwanda.

In   Angola   and   Mozambique,    after   protracted   civil   wars,    Peace
Accords   have   been   signed   to   usher   in   an   era   of   peace   and   security.

We    heartily    welcomed    these    developments    and    urged   all    the    parties

involved   to   scrupulously   observe   the  teriTis   of   the  Accor'd   so   that  peace

would  finally  come  to  the  suffer.ing  people  of  the  two  countries.

In    Angola,    the    peace    process    reached    the    final    phase    when
elections   were   held   in   September   1992.      The    international   observer`s

who   monitored    the   elections    were   sacisf led   that   the   elections   were

generally    free   and   fair.      The   results   however,    have   been   cor`tested
by    UNITA.       This    has    provoked    a    set.ious    political    cr`isis    which    has

thr.own  the  couritry  back  on  a  collision  course,   exerted  enormous   stress

on   the   fragile   peace   and   is   threatening   to   plunge   the   country   into
another   senseless   blood-t)ath.      Many   efforts   at   different    levels   are

being  made  to  diffuse  the  tense  situation.     The  Organization  of  African

Unity   has   deployed   sustained   efforts   aimed   at   promoting   dialogue   and

national   reconciliation    in   Angola.   .  A   high   level   OAU   delegation   has

Just    returned    from   Angola   where    it    held   wide-ranging   consultacions
with  the  variou,s  political  parties  and  forces  in  its    effort     to    help



the   Angolan   people   and   encourage   them   Co   seek   the  path   of   peace   and

national   reconciliation.      It   is   our   sincere   hope   that   our   brothers
and   sisters   in   Angola,    in   spite   of   whatever   differences   exist.   will
do   all   that   is  possible  to   give  peace  a  chance.     The  people  of  Angola

who   endured   the   extreme  hardships   of   protracted   civil   strife   deserve

that  peace  more  than  any  thing  else.

In  Mozambique  where   the  provisions   of   the  Accord  are   now  going

to    t)e    implemented.    we    urge   the   parties    to   avoid   all   pitfalls    and
situations   that   might    impair   the   democratic   process.
Mozambique   demand   peace   and   no   one   should   deny   them

also     urge     the    international    community    to    provide
assistance  in  the  implementation  of  the  Peace  Accords.

In   the   Wester.n   Sahara,   we   have   observed   with

delays    in    the   implementation   of   the   peace   plan   and

a   free   and   fair   referendum   for   the   people   of   Westel`n

The   people   of

that   right.    .We

the    necessary

frustr`ation   the
the   holding   of

Sahara.     It   is
again   our   fervent   hope   that   the   ot)stacles   Co   the   implementation   of
the   peace   plan   will   be   removed   to   pave   the   way   for   a   lasting   and

peaceful   solution   to   the   problem   and   the   creation   of   an   atmosphere
of  peace  and  stability  in  that  region  of  our  continent.

Connected    with    the    incidence    of   conflicts,    is    the    problem
of  refugees   and  displaced  persons.     This   is   not   to   say  that  conflicts
are   the   only   cause   for   the   refugee   situation   in   Africa.      There   are
other     root     causes.       But    conflicts     have    exacerbated    the    refugee
situation  to  the  extent  that  today  we  have  more  than  6  million  refugees

and   12   million   displaced   persons.     As   a   resulc   of   extreme   privation,

agony    and    the    untold    human    suffering,     the    need    for    humanitari.an

assiscance   concinues   to   increase.      We   are   grateful   to   all   those   who

have   helped   and   continue   to   help   in   alleviating   the   plight   of   our
unfortunate   brochers   and   sisters.      For   a    lascing   solution    to   this

problem.       it      is     our     conf ident      expectation      that      Che      on-going
democratization  process  in  Africa.   the  end  to  Apartheid  and  our  resolve

to    manage   conflicts    will    greatly    reduce    the    scale    of    the  .refugee

problem  if  not  eliminate  it  altogether.



In   South   Afl`ica.   the   year   1992   was   usher'ed   in  with  a  great   deal

of    optimism    t)ecause    the    CODESA    process    had    just    comillenced    in    December

1991.     But   the  optimism  soon  began  to  evaporate  as  CODESA  ran   into  deadlock

arid    violence   gathered   such   a   momentum   as   had   never   before   t)een   seen   in

South   Africa.      In   short,    there   has   been   no   pr.ogr`ess   in   terms   of   forward
movement.      It   is   in   this   connection   that   we   urge   the   parties   to   resolve

the   outstanding  differences   as   early   as   possible   to   enable   the  political

process  move  for`ward  without  further  delays.

The   all   important   question   of   unity   among   the   oppressed   people
in   South   Africa   received   a   severe   Jolt   in   1992,    partly   t)ecause   of   the
violence  and  partly  because  of  the  differences   in  str.ategies.     As  we  enter.

the   new   year,    we   urge   our   t)rothers   and   sister`s   to   exert   maximum   effort

to   narrow   their  dif fer`ences   in   order   to  ensure  that   the  pace  of  progress
is   not   diminished.      The   OAU   now   has   observers   in   South   Africa   to   assist

in   efforts   to   end   violence   and   also   contribute   in   any   way   possible   to
the  process  of  negotiations.

Perhaps   the   singular   positive   development   on   the   continent   in
1992   is   the   inexorable  mat.ch   to  democracy.     Presidential  and  Parliamentary

Elections    were    held    in    many   African   countries   and   the   OAU   was    invited

to   obser've   many   of    them.      Many   more   countries   will   be   having   elections

riext     year.       From    our    assessment    so    far,     we    can    make    the    following

observat ions :

(i)     That    the    democratic    pr.ocess    is    irreversible    because    it
is  essentially  internally  generated;

(ii)     For    it    to    succeed    however,     it    must    take    the    concrete
realities   of   our   societies   into   account.      In   other   words,
the  structures  we  erect  must  be  based  on  the  cultural  values
of  our  peoples;

(iii)     That   conditions   in   each   couritry   should   not   be   used   as   an

excuse    to    deny    the    application    of    fundamental    concepts

and   pr.inciples   as   well   as   basic   rights   arid   freedoms   which

are  universal.



(iv)     The    need    for    sustained    civic   education   arid    the    building

of  a   democratic  culture  which  will  be  an   insurance  against

any   attempt    at    instability   and   also   mal(e   it    easier   for
losing   parties   to   accept   the   verdict   of   the   people.     This

point    ls    particularly    important    because    the    success    of
the   democratic    process    depends   on    it.      Already   a   few   of

the      countries      are      being     seriously      threatened      with

post-election   civil    str'ife.      At)ove   all   we   miist    inculcate
and  strengthen  the  culture  of  tolerance  in  our  societies.

On   the  economic   plane.   1992.   according   to  experts.   had   not   t)een

the    year    for   the   turn-around   as    expected,    and   the   downward   slide   has

continued.      We   have   moved   from   cr'isis   to   crisis   since   the   l980s.      It   is

difficult  to  know  what  lies  beyond  the  present  series  of  crisis.

In  1992,  our  pr.oduccion  capacity  in  both  agr`iculture  and  industry
either     declined    or    stagnated.       Structural    Adjustinent     Pr'ogrammes     ar'e
dismantling    production    structures    and    social    services,  and    replacement
structures  are  facing  serious  human,   organizational  and  material  resources
shortages   and  constraints   leading  to  considerat)le  dislocation  and  decline.  -

The    result    is    high    unemployment.     lack    of    new    investment    and    a    gross

distortion   of   income   distrit)ution.      The   internal   income   distrit)ution   gap

between  the  rich  and  poor  in  our  continent  is  growing  at  a  very  high  rate.

Social   services    such   as   education   and   health   have   become   more
and  mor`e  inaccessible  to  the  majority  of  the  African  population.     Inflation

in   African   countries   is   also   another   serious   problem   contributing   to   the
sel`ious  decline  in  domestic  saving  and  investment.

On   the  external   front,   debt   r.epayment  has  constituted   the   Single
most    important    constraint    on    Afr`ica's    development.       Africa    expatriates

every   year   more   than   1/3    of    its   total   export   earnings   to   pay   f.or   the
interest   on   debt.     Ironically,    1n   spite   of   this   huge   sacrifice   Africa's
debt   keeps   growing  every   year   not   as   a  result  of  new  t)orrowing   but   rather

as   a   result   of   the   capitalization   of   interest   due   which   oiir   coiintries

cannot    pay.       Our   debt    r`ow    stands    close    to    US$300    billion.       Ot)viously,

this   situation   cannot   be   sustained   if   we   are   to   have   any   hope   for   any

growth  arid  develo.pment.



On   the   other   hand.    the   external   assistance   to   Africa   has   not
t)een   commensurate   with   the   legitimate   expectations   of   our   people   despite

the   commitment   made   repeatedly   by   the   international   community   to   support

Africa's    development    efforts.       For    instance,     the    Official    Development

Assistance   (ODA)   to  Africa,   in   r.eal   terms,   has   at  best,   remained   the  same

in   the   last   three   years.     The   international   community   did   not   redeem   its
commitment   to   support   the   United   Nations   Programme   of   Action   for   Africa's

Economic  Recover`y  and  Development   (UNPAAERED) .

Essentially,   there   are   four   factors   pulling  Africa  down.     These
are    conflicts,     natural    disaster.s.     exter`nal    as    well    as    what    can    t>e

considered   internal   factors.     Of   the   four,   Africa   has   control   over   two,
conflicts   and   the   internal   factor;   the  other  two  it  has   no  control  over.
I   have   already   discussed   the   issue   of   conf lict   and   what   has   to   be   done

to    manage    it.       If    by    the    internal    factor    is    meant    the    inadequate
application     of     the     prescriptions     of     str`uctural     adjustment     of     the
International   Monetary   Fund.   then   I   submit   the   obser`vation   is   uninformed.

It    is    uninformed    because    against    all    the    dire    social    and    political.
consequences    of    the   adjustment    progr.amme,    member   States   have   spared   no

effort    in    implementing    the    adjustment    programme.       However,     it    must    be

pointed   out   that   it   would   be   unwise   to   push   us   any   further   beyond   what
is     bearat)le.       Already     the    unemployment     figures     in    our    countr`ies    a.re

reaching    alarming    proportions.       Our    sick    and    needy    cannot    go    to    the

hospitals   because   of   the   high   cost   and   the   same   high   cost    is    tiecoming

an  obstacle  to  the  formal  education  and  training  of  our`  people.

If    by    the    'internal    factor'    on    the   other'   hand   is    meant   the
transformation   of   our   dependent   economies   into   self-sustaining   and   viable

entities   based   on   collective   self-reliance,    then   Afr.ica   has   a    long   way
to   go.      All   the   analysis   has   been   made   and   options   provided.      Ther.e   is

a    general   consensus    that    the   economic   fortunes    or   otherwise    of    Africa

depend    essentially    on    the    Africar`s    themselves.       And    the    only    way    to

salvation   for   Africa   is   through   a   speedy   integration   of   the   continent.

This    is    nothing    new.       Indeed    some   of   our   founding   father.a    had   arrived

at   the   same   conclusions   long   be for.e   the   OAU   was   for.ned.      The   idea   seemed



utopian.      Biit   even   at   a   time   when    it   had    become   abundantly    clear   that

salvation    lies    in    the    integr`ation   of    the   continent    and    we   accor`dingly

adopted   the   Treaty   for   the   African   Economic   Community   in   Abuja   in   1991,

its   ratification   has   been   somewhat   slow.     This,   unfortunately   shows   that

there   is   somehow   a   lack   of   appreciation  of   the  gravity   of   the   situation
facing   Africa.     One   would   have   expected   the   Treaty   to   have   t)een   attended

to   with   a   sense   of   dire   urgency.      Further   delays   for   the   Community   to

come   into   force   will   only   compound   the   pr.oblems   facing  Africa.      The  next

few   months   of   1993   should   see   the   coming   into   force   of   the   Treaty.     And

the  People  of  Africa  have  a  role  to  play  in  this.

True,   natul`al   disasters   are   beyond  human  control.     To  a  certain
extent  yes.     But   it   is  equally  true  that  drought  and  famine  can  be  managed

in  order  to  minimize  their  impact.     We  are  all  witness  to  the  unprecedented

drought   and   famine   in   Southern   Afr.ica,   a  region   hitherto   unknown   for  such

disasters   and   was   in   fact   a   net   exporter   of   food.     This   in   addition   to
the   recurrent   situation   of   droughc   and   famine   in   other   regions   of   the
continent   especially   in   the   Horn   of   Africa   and   in   the   Sahel,   highlights`
the   acute   nacure   of   the   problem   which   needs   to   be   seriously   addressed.

It   also   underscores   the   need   for   us   to  intensify  our  efforts   at   planning
and   co-ordination.    so   that   necessary   arrangements   and   measures   are   taken
both   at   national,    regional   and   continental    levels    in   order    to   respond
swiftly  to  situations  of  food  shortage  or  famine.

We   now   turn   to   the   external   faccor   which   implies   the   resource
flows   from   the   developed   countries   to   Africa.    fair   and   adequate   prices
for   our   commodities   and   the   excruciating   debt   problem,    to   mention   only

a   few.      It   is   again   true   to   say   that   Africa   has   flo   control   over.these
factors.      And   whether   Africa   has   the   liecessary   leverage   to   ensure   that

its   concerns   are   taken   into  account   is  a  matter  of   great   doubt.     We  only
have   to   look   at   the   continuing   falling   prices   for   our   commodities.   the
levity   with   which   they   have   treated   Africa's   plea   for   an    international
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conference   on   the   debt   question.     But   Africa   can   build   that   leverage
which   will   make   others   take    its   concerns    into   account.      We   have   to

create   the   enabling  environment.     To   do   that   means   doing   our   homework

in   the   first   place.      What    I   am   saying    is   simply   this;    that   Africa

has    the   potential   to   secure   better   attention   in   order   to   forge   a
meaningful  partnership  with  the  rest  of  the  world.

Having   said   this   at)out   ourselves,    we   must   also   bring   to   the
attention   of   the   developed   world   in   particular   that   the   neglect   of
the   legitimate   concerns   of   Afr'ica   is   neither   in   their   interest   nor
in   the   interest   of   peace   and   security.      We   have   obser'ved   that  .the
various   commitments   they   have   made   in   support   of   our  efforts   ar.e   yet

to  be  translated  into  action.     We  admit   they  also  have  their  problems.

So   also   do   we   assert   that   the   problems   of   Afr`ica  are  not   exclusively

our  own.     Above  all.   Africa   is   also  a  part  of   the  wor.ld   that   deserves

eqiial    attention.       The    worth    of    the    emerging    world    or'der    will    be

measured   t)y   the   extent   to   which   it    is   responsive   to   the   needs   and

plights   of   its   constituent   parts.      In   this   respect,    it   is   my   most
fervent   hope   that   there  shall   be  mor'e  concrete  and  determined   efforts
by     the    developed    countries     in    particular    and    the    international
community   in   general   in   support   of   Africa's   efforts   for   development

within  the  context  of  an  initiative  of  global  and  concerted  appr'oach.

Excellencies ,
Fellow  Africans.

There  are  many   issues   I   should  have  covered  but  chose   to  limit
myself   only   to   those   I   consider   to   be   priority   of  priorities   in   the
hope  that  they  receive  the  ur'gent  attention  they  deser`ve.

From   the  problems  of  conflicts   to  the  problems  of  development,
the   people   of   Africa   should   no   longer   be   mere   spectators.      This   is

the  essence  of   the

of    the   continent.

the    involvement    of

destiny  of  Africa.

new   freedom   blowing   through   the   length   ar`d   br.eadth

This    era    of    participatory   democracy    should   see

the   peoples    of    Africa    in    issues    aff'ecting    the
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The   difficulties   we   are   facing   should   not   make   us   `lose   hope.
ttut  should  rather  make  us  redouble  our  efforts  and  strengthen  our  resolve.
Our   continent   is   rich   in   natural   resources   and   the   creative   energies   of
its   people.     We   t)elieve.   given   the  right   environment   and   the   co-operation

and   understanding   of   our   partners,   our   people   are   capable   of   reversing
the   current   econoinic   decline.      The   key   to   this   is   the   perseverance   of
our   nations   and   people   to   pursue   economic   policies   that   will   ensure   our
long-term   objective   of   collective   self-reliance   for   which   we   have   laid
the  foundation  at  both  the  regional  and  continental  levels.

The    New    Year    offers    us    the    occasion    for    solemn    and  -sober.
r.ef lection   on   all   the   multitude   of   problems   facing   the   continent   arid   to
resolve.     with    greater    determination,     to    str`ive    relentlessly    for    the

pr'ojection  and  enhancement  of  the  African  Personality  by:

(i)     Elimination     of     conflicts     through     prompt     and     effective
managemerit  and  resolution  of  all  such  conflicts;

(ii)     Elimination    of    poverty.     dr`ought    and    famine    disease    and
ignorance    within     the    framework    of    the    African    Economic.

Community.

This   is   Che   challenge.      This   noble   goal   cannot   be   a.ttained   by

individual   Leaders   and   States,    t)ut   t)y   the   collective   ef`fort   of   all   our

Leaders   and   People.    men   and   .women,    students   and   intellectuals,    boys   and

girls.        workers       and       farmers.        governmental       and       non-governmental
organizations,    united    by    a    comlnon    desire   and   guided   by   history.    to   be

our   own   master   in   our   own   house.      This   is   the   historic  Mission   t)equeathed

to    us    by    the   Founding   Fathers   whose   vision   should   continue   to   inspire
us.     We  resolve  once  more  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifice  for  the  progress

alid  dignity  of  the  African.
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Finally.+   as     the     year    1993     coincides     with     the    Thirtieth
Anniversary  of  the  OAU.   we  should  re-dedicate  ourselves  to  the  vigor.ous

pursuit    of    those    lofty    aims    of    Pan-Africanism    that    animated   and
continue   Co  animate   the  peoples  of  Africa.     It   is  also  my  most  fervent

hope    that    the   coming   year   will   witness   greater   solidaricy   between
and  among  the  African  countries  and  peoples  as  well  as  a  better  climate

of   understanding   and   solidarity   of   the   international   community   with
Africa.

I   wish   to   seize   this   occasion   to   appeal   to  my   fellow  African
brothers   and   sisters   to  demonstrate  the  spirit  of  African  brotherhood
so  that  together  we  can  forge  ahead  in  peace  and  unity.

I   wish  you  all.   a  Happy  New  Year.

I  thank  you.


