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The  organization  of   the  Sixth  All-Africa  lrade  Pair
' I.  , ` in

in   Bulauayo,    Zimbabwe,   narks   yet   dnlofher   riileetop6   in  -the

proce38  of  intra-African  econonlc  cooperation. and. integia€ioh
which   the  OAU   has   been  promoting  over  the  yearE].     The.  Sixth

Pair   has    thti8    rightly    chosen   as    its    a.entral   objeccive,
-trading  for African Eooncaic  Integration-.

Since    1972,    when    the    first   All-Africa   Trade   Fair

took   place   in   Nairobi   -   Kenya,   the  All-Africa   Trade   Pair,

a8   a   major   tool   for   the   promotion   of   intro-African   trade

has   been    successively   organized   under    the   bann.er   of    tile

Organization  o£  African  Unity   in  Algier8   -  Algeria  in  1976|

in   Thartoun   -   Stidan   in   l980j    in   lfobe   -   logo   in   l9e5   and

in  Kin8ha8a  -Zaire  in  1988.
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The    Slxch   All-Africa    Trade   Pair    ls    particularly

8ignl£icant   because   lt   iB   taking   place   Just   over   a   year

after   the   81gnlng   Ln   Abuja   -   Nlgerla   on   3rd   Juzle,   1991   of

the   Treaty   E8tabliahing   the   Af rican   Economic   Comunlty   by

the  Heads  of  State  az!d  GovcrnBezit  of  Lu.u`e  Oar.

It  i8  also  8ignl£1cant  because  it  iB  bolng  organized

for   the   fir8C   time,   in   the   Southern   region   o£   Africa   -   a

region    full    of    dynami8n   and   vaBt    eoonoDic   opportunities

chat   t.hl8   Pair   will   bring   to   the  door   Step  of   the   entire

Afrloan  btL.1neeB  oormunlty.

In      a      world      which      i8      becoming      increasingly

characterized  by  the  creation  of  trading  blocs,   it  is  indeed
8ignif leant    that    African     councrlee     have    renewed     t.heir

candtment   to   lntenBlfy   their   e££ort€   at   closer   economic
cooperat.ion    and    integration   and   in   particular,    to   trade
more  among  thca8elve8.    It  ls  ny  conviction  that  the  Bulawayo

Pair  will,   in  no  small  me.Bore  cant,ribute  to  the  realizatioB
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of   these  objectlve8.     The  government  and  people  of   Zlmbatwe

deserve   Africa'6   Special   appreciation   and   Support   in   €hlB

e££ort,

I®ng  Live  Af rlcan  Unity

lrong  live  intfa-African  cooperation  and  integration.
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Salim  Ahned  Salizn


