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Mr. Chairman,

Chief Emeka Anyaoku,
Commonwealth Secretary General,

Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs of Tunisia,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I   should   like,   from   the   outset,   to   say   how   delighted   and

honoured   I   am   to   have   been   invited   to   participate   in   this   important

conference devoted to Africa.   I wish to thank most sincerely the organizing

Committee and especially the Coordinator,  Ad'Obe Obe of this conference

for the timely  initiative taken in order to afford Africans and the friends of

Africa   the   opportunity   to   reflect   on   the   last   forty   years   of  Africa's

independence.

The venue of the conference is historically quite significant.   It

was,  indeed,  in this  very city that the First Pan-African Congress was held

seventy years ago in  1919.   That particular conference set the stage for the

struggle   of  the   African   peoples   for   political   liberation   and   economic

emancipation.



In   my   view,   this   conference   should   provide   us   with   an

opportunity  to  pay  tribute  to  the  great  Pan-Africanists  Movement  which

culminated in the historic foundation of the OAU on 25 May,1963 in Addis

Ababa.   In this  regard,  I consider this conference as the  appropriate forum

to pay homage to the efforts of great Pan-Africanists both in Africa and in

the diaspora as well as the Founding Fathers of our continental organization

who  were,  indeed,  the  building  blocs  on  which  our  ideals  and  dreams  of

African  Unity  currently stand.

•!l!i)

As we meet here today,  it is pertinent to review the long march

of our people towards political  liberation and economic emancipation since

independence  and  to  take  stock  of  the  efforts  and  achievements  of  our

Continent as well as the shortcomings that were experienced in the process.

It  was  a  period  when  the  majority  of our  countries  were  emerging  from

colonialruleagainstthebackgroundofcenturiesofexploitationandslavery.

It   was   a   period   for   the   recovery   of  the   dignity   and   pride,   after   the

humiliation  and  deprivation  imposed  on  our  people.     Over  the  last  forty

years,  our  Continent  has  been  faced  with  the  challenge  of nation-building

and  forging  unity  amongst  our  people  and  the  cohesion  of  our  societies

which had been torn apart during the colonial  period.
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Our countries have also been faced with the challenge of socio-

economic development and addressing the poverty and misery prevailing in

our  Continent.    Despite these difflculties,  Africa has been  able  to  achieve

significant social progress.   Many of our countries have made considerable

progress   in   improving   the   living   conditions   of  their   people,   providing

improved health and education facilities as well as basic infrastructures, such

as  roads,   airports,   schools  and  hospitals.     Educated  Africans,   including

doctors, engineers, scientists and other intellectuals of international standard

have  emerged  in our  Continent.    Beyond  efforts at national  level,  African

countries   have   also   endeavoured   to   formulate   continental   plans   and

programmes of action to achieve national and collective reliance and socio-

economic development through integration and cooperation.

However,  despite this  progress,  the  situation  in our  Continent

has remained fragile.   In some cases, dictatorial systems which have had the

effect   of   suffocating   the   energies   and   resources   of   our   people   have

contributed  to  this.     In  other  instances,  wrong  policies  and  questionable

priorities  have  had  devastating effect.    Furthermore,  the  conditions  in  our

Continent were  made  more  difficult by  a hostile  international  environment

characterized by the tension and competition prevailing between the then two

major  contending  political  and  military  blocs.     Our  Continent  was  not

immune  from external pressures and interferences.
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Clearly,   this   conference   is   being   held   in   very   particular

circumstances  at  a time  when the  cold  war is  over  and when  we  are about

to  enter  the  millermium.     This   is  the  time  when  Africa  like  the  other

continents   is   preparing   itself   to   meet   the   next   millermium   in   better

conditions.   This is, therefore,  the time for hope and expectations.   For our

Continent  and  our  people  it  is  also  an  opportune  time  for  reflection  and

critical    self-analysis    so   that   we   may   learn   from   the   mistakes    and

shortcomings  of the past and  prepare ourselves  adequately  to  confront the

challenges   and   make   effective   use   of  the   opportunities   that   the   new

millermium  has  to  offer.    Clearly,  among  those  challenges  is  the  need  to

overcome the present anachronism whereby a Continent which  is endowed

with formidable  resources both human and material,  has  a vast majority of

its people  living  in abject poverty  and deprivation.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we prepare to usher the Continent into the next millennium,

democracy  and  good  governance  has  assumed  greater  prominence  in  the

agenda of the OAU and in Member States of the Organization.   It is on this

basis  that,  we  at  the  OAU,  are  convinced  that  Africa  at  40  must  be  an

Africa  of democracy.    A  continent  which  has  resolutely  decided  to  move

ahead  with the  agenda  of building  sustainable peace,  security  and  stability
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on the Continent.   Such an agenda should be predicated upon the promotion

of democracy and good governance, the protection of human rights and rule

of law  as  well  as the development of a culture of peace and tolerance  and

national reconciliation.   Indeed,  I believe that the main objective of the long

and  fierce  struggle  to  liberate  our  people  from  the  yoke  of  colonialism

would be undermined if we fail to establish governments that are responsive

to the  aspirations of their people.

The issue of democratization and good governance has been on

the  OAU's  agenda  for  the  last  several  years.     In  the  process,  we  have

endeavoured to promote these  objectives  within  the  limits  of our  resources

and  capacity.    In  this  regard,  we  have  been  encouraged  by  the  growing

recognition by our  Member States  that the  roots  of economic  development

and political  stability  must be planted  in  good  and  responsive governance.

Indeed, contrary to the impressions that many have created, that the process

of democratization  has been  imposed on  African countries,  it is  a  fact  that

the efforts to create more humane societies on our Continent,  have been the

logical outcome of the long yearning of our people, demonstrated during the

era of the anti-colonial struggle,  to have more say in determining how they

should be governed and by whom.   Democracy in Africa,  in spite of a few

setbacks here and there,  is  surely taking root.   And we  continue to look at

the larger picture involving the process of good governance and participatory

democracy in the entire continent.
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In this endeavour,  we,  at the OAU,  have been working on the

assumption  that  while  the  fundamental  principles  of democracy  and  good

governance  are universal,  their  application  vary  from  country  to  country.

On   this   understanding,   countries   are   entitled   to   pursue   the   goals   and

objectives  of a  democratic  disposition  on  the  basis  of their  socio-cultural

values, taking into account their specific realities.   Indeed, the dimension of

cultural values and historical experiences are relevant in the application and

consideration of democracy in our societies.  Africans like peoples anywhere

else  in  the  world,   aspire  for  liberty,   human  dignity,   equity  and  socio-

economic  progress.    But,  while  there  are  universal  values  which  are  the

common   heritage   of  humanity,   there   are   no   ready   made   recipes   for

democracy and governance.   Each society  should generate its home grown

modalities for forging ahead in democracy and good governance on the basis

of universally  recognized principles.

We,  at  the  OAU  consider  Governance  as  the  totality  of the

exercise of authority in the management of a country's affairs comprising of

the complex mechanisms, processes and institutions through which citizens

and groups articulate their interests,  exercise their legal  rights and mediate

their  differences.    In  building  good  governance,  we  also  need  to  address

some   misconceptions  of  democracy   within   and   outside   the   Continent.

Democracy has often been understood as the participation of the people  in

electing a government of their choice through the ballot box.
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Elections  are,  indeed,  a crucial  stage  in  a democratic process.

This  is why the OAU has participated in the observation of over 60 elections

in   our   Member   States.      But,   while   elections   are   necessary,   they,   by

themselves do not provide sufflcient condition for the building of democracy

and  good  governance.   Elections per se are not the panacea for sustainable

democracy   and   good   governance.     In  other  words,   the  existence   of  a

multiplicity of political parties, the conduct of free and fair elections and thil

performance  of Parliament under  the  leadership  of` an  elected  government

crucial   as   they   are   -  do   not   always   turn  governance   into   a  democraiic

System.

Perhaps  more  critical  than  the  electoral  process,   which  we

consider   to   be   vital,   is   the   need   to   build   viable   institutions   to   sustain

democracy and promote good governance.   In this respect, we need to take

into  account,   specific  factors  related  to  the  building  of  Governments   in

Africa.      One   of   these   factors   is   the   need   to   strengtlien   the   quality   oir`

leadership so as  to ensure  the promotion of people centre?d decision-making

procLiss.   This,  of course.  calls  for greater transpal-ency  in decision-making

as   well   as   accountability.      Our   leaders   must  continue   to  place   natiom`l

intL`rest  befori'  sc.lt` or  gi.oLi`1  interi.st.    Ejo\\''er  must  not  bl.  seen  a.s  ;in  eml  in

itselt`,  but  rather  as  a  mc{il-is`,  to  pro")te  the  wider  interi~`sts  ot. pL`()plc.    Bi!{,

niore  critic;lily,  power  ml!s€  bc  vi.s[cd  in  the. peopli`  and  n()I  in  their  leadc.i.s.

Political   po\\'er   m\ist  b'L`  `   i`chai.gci!   ``\'it.n   :I  deep   SL'ilsi.  ii?.  rcspor6sihi!ity   {.t`r
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the  well  being and  interest of the people.   We  should remember the  famous

tenet   according   to   which   power   col.rupts   :`nd   absolute   power   corrupts

absolutely.

Over the last years,  the  issue of human  rights  has  increasingly

become   an   important   factor   in   the   political   life   of   our   countries   as

democratization processes gain momentum  in Africa.   It  is encouraging that

our countries have gradually recognized that the process of democratization

goes  hand  in hand  with  the  observance  of human  rights.    Indeed,  in  many

of` our countries,  national  institutions  dealing with promotion  and pro[cj`ction

of  human  rights  have  been  established  and   are  gaining  experience  and

credibility.

Indeed,  Africa  has  more  reasons  than  any  other  continent  to

promote,  protect and safeguard human rights.    Africa gravely suffered and

wr.s  traumatized  by  all  kinds  of indignities  and  human  rights  abuses`  from

slii\Jery  to  colonialism  and  during  the  apar{hcid  era.     Now  that  \ve  are  in

control   of  our  political   destiny  we  must  be,   and   be   seen  to  be,   in   the

forefront  in  the  defence  of the  principles  of  liberty,  equality`  justice  and

human  dignity.     In  this  context,   institutiomllly,   we  have  don.e  the   right

things.



All  African  States  are  signatories  to  the  Universal  Declaration

of Human Rights.   Furthermore, our countries are also parties to the African

Charter    on    Human    and    Peoples'     Rights.         Yet,     regrettably,     and

notwithstanding  the  progress  attained  by  many  of  our  countries,  the  fact

remains that violations of human rights - in some cases on a massive scale -

continue  to  occur  in  some  parts  of our  Continent.    In  the  interest  of oui-

people and  in fidelity to the Human Rights Instruments which our countries

have  subscribed  to,  it  is  imperative  that  we  put  an  end  to  these  violations

.irid  ensure tile  observance,  promotion  and  Protecti(in  ot` human  riglits  in iiLiE

our countries.   To  achieve  this  objective,  wc  nee(i  to  l`,uild  a  partner-`qliip th:it

brings     together     governments,     non-governmental     organizations     and

individuals .

On the socio-economic front,  African countries have embarked

on   programmes  of  economic   reform  and   adjustment   aimed   at   creating

conditions   for  :a.cce]erated  i]conomic  transformatioli   and  development  all.d

imegrating  their |.conomics  t`ully  into  the global  systLcm.   It  is  imponan[ th:\t

the  el`forts  and  s{\criflces  made  by  most  ot`  our  c()untries  in  carrying  oi„

reforms were adi`quately appreciated by our partners within tile intcrnatiomti

community.       IndeL.d,   [hesc   rel`orms   have   brought   :t   scb;rigs   ot`  aclditioii:i|

problems  {o  out. countries,  such as  severe unemployn.!|'nt  [ind  dr.i`sric  cuts  in

expcndilures   on   social   sL+r`,-ices   \`'llich   have   Con{!.ibuted   tu   ex:icL`rh2iting

tension   \\J'itl{in    our   sociei:..`S   ancT!T    Ii.taking    i'f`ie    i.|{s:+:    t`f`   .tL:u\'i.rnmi`ms    more
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complicated.    This  situation  has  been  further  aggravated  by  the  unbearable

burden  ot`  the  external   debt  of  most  of  our  countries.     Clearly,   greater

intermtional   understanding   and   support   is    needed    for   the   efforts    in

addressing  this  crippling  problem  affecting  African  economies.    This  is

specially  relevant  bearing  in  mind,  that  due  to  debt  servicing  obligations,
L    there  has  been  a  net  outflow  of  resources  from  African  coimtries  to  the

outside  world  rather  than  vise  versa.

At  the  continental  level,  African  countries  are  striving  to  pool

thL`ir   I-esources   zLr?d   energies   with   a   view   to   promoting   irjtegration   and

establishingtheAfricanEconomicCommunityasthemostviableframework

for  collective  survival  in  the  new  highly  competitive  globalized  economy.

It is within this context of solidarity and cooperation provided by the African

Economic  Community  that  African  States  are  also  addressing  the  various

socio-economic  problems  confronting  our  Continent.

On  the  political  front,  ollr  Member  St{`tiLs  are  sh(twing  greater

determination    in    addressing    the    criticcll    problem    of   conflicts    in    our

ContinLmt.       Et`forts   are   being   deployed   at   the   mtional,    regional   and

continental  levels  {o  prevent,  manage  and  resolve  conflicts.     Since   1993,

African  !e{iders  have  provided  our  cominental  Organizati(in  with  a  unique

in`ttrumen{   l`or  pL.ace   in   establishing,   \\;ithin   {l}L+   OAU,   a   i\iechanism   f{tr

Ci)nrliL`r   E'].LLven{i()n,   i\[amgL`mL`n[,   {tnd   Ri`s`()lTJ{i„      I:it!i`e{!`    „`   (joiiig   .r\ci,
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African  leaders  were  conscious  of  the  fact  that  no  meaningful  economic

dL`velopment can be achieved in our Continent in an environment devoid of

peace,  security and stability.   They were equally aware of the fact that peace

cannot  be  sustained  in  our  Continent  if  it  is  not  supported  by  economic

growth  and development.

Unfortunately,  despite these efforts,  some  of our countries  are

still  afflicted  with  conflicts.    It  is  therefore  not  surprising that  the  issue  of

connicts     in     our     Comincnt     has     bei`ome     a    major,     iiic!eed,     central

pre{)c`cupa'iion.      Undoub{t:c!ly,   the  coii``equences  of  conflict   in   our  region

undermine  our  strive  to  move  our  Continent  with  confidence  towards  the

next  millennium.    These  conflicts  negate  the  gains  made  by  the  Founding

Fathers of our Organization in the promotion of Pan-Africanism and African

solidarity.   Yet it is this same solidarity that we must depend for solution to

the  scourge of conflicts in our region.   Africa must not only  take charge ol`

its  di'stiny  out  of` the  sense  of obligation  but  out  ot` a  clear  recogliition  t!m{

the`sc  conflicts  undermine  our  very  dignity   as  humane  anci  peace  loving

pi`ople.       At    the    same   time    we    h:i``'e    not   only    an    oblig:\tion    and    ;i

responsibility  to  protect  our  children  i.rom  the  impact  of conflicts  but  als(`j

7iS  i.nsurc  [hiit  they  arc  not  in  any  \\'ay  drawn  into  tllc  conflicts,   [hi`  L`ause``

of which  they  arc.  often  ignorant.
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Conflicts  are  causing  unnecessary  suffering,  loss  of  lives  and
'   destruction   in   our   Continent.      They   engender   hatred   and   a   culture   of`

violence  within  our societies.   They traumatize generations of Africans  and

undermine the very fabric of our societies.   They affect the most productive

section  of our  societies  and jeopardize  the  chances  of African  children  to

have a decent and dignified  life.   Conflicts also provide a pretext for the use

of anti-personnel  mines  with their devastating and  far-reaching effects;  they

produce  orphans  and  armed  children  and  constitute  a  serious  obstacle  to

socio-economic  endeavours.

Conflicts   remain,   by   and   large,    the   main   root   cause   or`

humanitarian tragedies  in our Continent  which hosts  the  largest number  of

refugees and displaced persons in the  world.   As a result of the unbearable

burden created by the massive influx of refugees to countries of asylum,  the

environmental  degradation  generated  and  the  frustrations  and  resentment

raised  among  local  popuhtions,  there  has  been,  a  decline  in  the  tr{idition:il

A!`rican    i`()mpiissio]}    1H`kJ    hospitality    towards    rc]l.llgces.        Tills    hzts    becri

exacerbated  by  the  erupiion  of the  phenomenon  of armed  ret`ugees.

It  is  important  to bear these  factors  in  mind  as  the  internatiomil

community  addresses  refugT€Las  problems  and  recurring  humanitarian  crisis.

\Ve   must   affirm   the   nel`d   for  compassion   and   rt.spect   ft)r   humanitarizHi

piinciplL`s  ini`luding  the.  riri!ii.i{!Jes of asylum  and  non-refoulmem.    Bi„ as  \\'L.



do so,  we must not only  strive  towards the elimination  of the  root c`auses  of

these   humanitarian   crisis   but   also   address   the   legitim`,tc   problc`ms   and

concerns  of the  countries  of asylum.

In   order  to   address  the  problem  of  refugees   and  displaced

persons  appropriately,   we  need  to  support  the  processes  of  post-conflict

recovery in countries of origin,  with a view to ensuring the  sustainability of

the   rein{cgration  process  of  returnees  and   displaced   persons.     But  most

impor[amly,  wc  need  to  look  into  the  rottt  causes  and  cycle  of. coj`,[1icts  in

thLl  rcg:oii„  so  as  to  pre`,'ent  thL]ii.  recurrer.'Je  and  breaking  ii`;;_1  vicious  circle

of violence  which  most  often  are  caused  by  insecurity,  political  instability

and  competition  for  scarce  resources.     Additionally,   there  is  a  need  for

increased international support for institutional and general capacity-building

in  Africa,  to  ensure  that  the  countries  of the  Continent  can  respond  in  a

more  effective  manner,   to  the  humanitarian  and   refugee  crisis  that  may

ocL`ur   in   {hL'   fuEui-L`.

As  I  have  stated  before,  Af`rica  is  more  determined  than  ever

before  to  seriously address  the  scourge of conflicts  al-.flicting  our  Continent

through  the  use  i]f  its  coriLinemal   meciianism  hilid  otl`!L`r  arr{iiigi'mi`nts.     A`i

part  tjf  this  rLi`ie'\\.ed  di`ii.i.minatlon  to  as`sume  its  `share  of  ri`sF^onsibili{y   ill

maint.lining    pt;lace,    sect:rity    and    Stabilit}J    in    the    CtimiliL`n{.     Afric;Li    i.q

ci`jliimii{i.LI       to      devL`!()^p       its       c()nflict       p!.+.`\'i`ntion       i`£?ii{}c;:'t        f>!:'[.i9`!L:|i.       t|iL.
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establishment of an Early Warning System and to enhance its peace-keeping

capacity.    It  is  clear,  however,  that  the  main  responsibility  for  maintaining

peace  and  stability  in  Africa,  as  is  the  case  for  other  regions  of the  world,

lies with the United Nations Security Council.   That is why we,  in the OAU

strongly, believe that we need to build a real partnership between Africa and

the  rest  of  the   world   in  addressing  conflict  situations  in  the  Continent.

Through  such partnership,  we  should  be  able  not  only  to prevent,  manage

and  resolve conflicts,  but also to pool our resources together in dealing with

post-conflict  situations,  which  is  crucial  in  ensuring  sustained  peace  in  oui-

Continent.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We,  at the OAU,  are convinced that contrary to the stereotypes

th:it  are often  associated  \\'ith  Afl.ica  an(I  f\f`ricans,  tllL're  is,  indeed,  nothing

fundamentally  \`'rong  with  the  contincn[.     Ours  is  Ll  big  vibrant  continent

with  great  po&entials.     1[  is  a  mosaic  or` cultures,  religion,  race  and  ethnic

groups  which  diversity  should  serve  as  a  source  of  strength  rather  than

division.     1[  is  within  this  context  and  the  abiding  faith  that  I  have  in  the

ability  of  our  pi'ople  to  overcome  even  the  most  dit`ficult  challenges  that

makes  me bo,l`d  {o  say  to you,  our distinguished  f`riends,  th:it Africa does  not

I:ick  the  mL`itni:  {o  bring  ;``bou[  !ler (!iJ\.e}t;imi`nt,  nor  i.s  thL`  L`ontinen{  [qhiirl  of



ideas  and  development  strategies.    We  have  the  means`  we  have  the  ideas

and  we  h{`ve  the  will.     In  fact,   the  leadel-ship  on  tlie  Continent  which   is

increasingly  prioritizing  its  activities,  has  begun  to  move  into  the  direction

of finding  African  solutions  to  African problems.

There is  a growing recognition among the African peoples  and

their  leaders that we  are our o\im  liberators and  that the development of the

African  continent   is   first  and   foremost  the  primary  responsibility  of  the

Af`ric{ms.     Z3ut,   `\`'`.c  neL`d   to  put  oui.  ov„l  house   in  order  i()   t`orgc`  a  migl„y

s{rit!L`    i(j\.uTlai-ds   gJ~-,nuiii,e    fl.eedom   t`rorn    political    L`;ir,press;.Qn   and    cconomil.`

deprivation.    There  is  ample  evidence  to  suggest  that  African  leaders  are

more than ever determined and committed  to see that Africa  establishes  its

own niche  in the emerging world of globalization  and competitiveness.   We

are,   more  than  ever  convinced  that  Africa  has  a  role  and  will  make  a

significant  contribution  to  the  comity  of nations  in    the  new  millennium.

Africa  has  the  will,  the  means  and  resourcL.s  {o  {akc  its  riglitfu!,

place   in  the  next   milleilnium.      Llowe\'er,   at  the  end  ot.  the  d:Iv   this   \\Jill

di.pend  on  how  best  +\l'`rii`a  u[i!izes  the  resources  and  talL`n{s  (]r`  its  peorp!|-

:'t!|+d  chani`ii.I   them   to\'. `irJs  thL'   fi{[ainim.`m   of  tile  i.cHcc;i\'.L'  gotiLi   iif  all   its:

coimtrics.      I   suggL`st   i;i:}[   L`oni-:i.:'cncc   :lri(I   {rus€   in   oursul\.'cs   is   tL`y   in   Oiir

L`nilc`:i\.'oiil-s  as  wL.  preii:ire  to  LJ;i€er  tintj.  new  mi!Iemium.
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Our   governments   should   be   able   to   mobilize   the   immeiise

energies  an(I  resources or` our people.   They  should  ensure the  mobilization

and   equit€`ble   participation   of   our   women   not   only   in   the   process   of`

economic   and   social   development   but   in   all   other   spheres   of  human

endeavour  including  in  the  area  of governance.    Our  goverrments  should

engage the civil society as a full partner in the social,  economic and political

programmes,   and   provide   opportunities   for  our  youth   to   exercise  their

intelligence,  talent  and  dynamism.    The  civil  society  on  its  part  should  be

more   audcicious   and   should   not   hesitate   to   engage   governments   in   a

constructi\'L`  dialogue  on  isLsues Which are of primary concern  to  the people.

Excellencies

Ladies and  Gentlemen,

I   should   like  to  conclude   my  remarks   by  emphasizing  that

At`rica   is  i`ommi{ted  to  work  assiduolisl.v    and   with  greater  determination

{{>\\'ai.ds  ;i  !icw  ;igcnda  f(jr  peace  and  (!e',Ji`lopment.     We,  :"  trie  a,+\U,  win

continue  to  support  efforts  aimed  a[  creating  a  new  political  and  economic

dispensation  on  the  continent  to  facilit{1te  the  emergence  of  a  new  Africa

with  a  new  vision  and  a  new  momentum  to  acce]er£`te  thL`  devL`]opment  of

a  politiciil  c.nvir()iimem  L`onducivl-  for  the  promo[ioli  of. co!!ectivL`  self

i   ,.  `'



reliance.   Over the years our leaders have also recognized the imperative of

a  comprehensive  security  framework  that  should  provide  the  basis  for

economic development and prosperity.

We  are  now,  and  increasingly  so,  living  in  a  global  village.

The advent of new  information technology  is  every day making  the world

smaller and has increasingly brought peoples and nations closer.  In this new

and   inter-dependent   world   problems   affecting   one   country   affect   the

neighbours and indeed,  the world at large.   No one nation can pretend that

the problems of other nations are not of its concern.   The rich North carmot

extricate  itself from  the  poor  South.    The  problems  of the poor  of South

have  serious  implications  for  the  rich  of the  North.    This  is  why  in  our

global  village   we   need  to  build   a  new  partnership  based  on  common

interests,  shared  values  and  responsibilities.    A  new partnership  that  will

ensure  prosperity  for  all  rich  and  poor  alike.     It  is  also  why  as  Africa

prepares  itself  to  get  its  own  house  in  order  through  the  adoption  and

implementation   of  various   policies   and   action   encompassing   political,

economic and social domains,  we remain hopeful  that the new millemium

will usher in a new spirit of international understanding and solidarity which
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will  be  supportive  of Africa's  efforts.    Genuine  interdependence demands

that.    Without  it,  notwithstanding  the  gigantic  technological  and  scientific

breakthrough  that  we  are  all  beneficiaries,  the  very  concept  of  a  global

village will  be  seriously undermined.

I thank you.
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