
£'mal  ,a.',   gin-,?:r
MR  CIIAIRMAN,

DISTINGUISHED  MINISTERS,

EXCEI,LENCIES,

LADIES  ANl)  GENTljEMEN,

Ab.i.

ALLOW  ME  TO  PREFACE  MY  INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS BY  JOINING

THE      IIOST      AUTHORITIES     AND      PARTICULARLY      FOREIGN      MINISTER     IKE

NWACHUKU  IN  BIDDING  YOU  WELCOME  TO  ABUJA.

THIS     DISTINGUISHED     COUNCIL     ADJOURNED,     LAST     FEBRU:\RY,

IN  THE  MIDST  OF  WAR  IN  TIIE  GULF.    'l`ODAY  THE  BATTLE  FRONTS  ARE  SILENT

WHAT     MUST     FOLLOW     ARE     THE     PROCESSES     OF     RECONCILIATION     :\ND

RECONSTRLJCTI0N.     IT   IS   NOT   GOING   TO   BE   EASY   EITIIER   FOR   KUWAll`   OR.

IRAQ.    I  WOULD  HOPE,  THEREFORE  TIIAT  TI-IE  SAME   L-\ITY  AND   ZEAL  SHO\\'N

TO     RIGHT     A     WRONG     DONE    UNTO     KUWAIT    WILL    BE    DEMONSTRATED    IN

HELPING   BOTH   KUWAIT   ANl)   IRAQ   RECONSTRUCT   A`D   THE   ENTIRE   ARAB

WORLD  RECONCILE,  ANl)  HEAL  T[IE  \\JOUNDS  INFLICTEI)  BY  TIIE  WAR.

MR  CHAIR.``1AN,

THE   NEED    FOR   RECONCILIATION   IS   GREAT   AS   WELL   IN   AFRICA

WHERE    CONFLICTS    PERSIST    AND     NEW    ONES    EMERGE    WITH    INCREAsiNG

RAPIDITY.    WHEN  THIS  COUNCIL  MET  LAST  JULY,  THE  CONFLICTS  IN  RWANTDA

AND     SOMILIA     HAD     NOT     VET     ERupTED.      wlTH     THESE     uNFORTur+ATE

ADDITIONS..  TODAY,  WE  ARE  FACED  WITH  ELEVEN  SETS  OF  ACTIVE  CONFLICTS

ON     THE     CONTINENT,     EXCLUDING     SOUTH     AFRICA.      THERE    ARE    OTHER

CONFLICTS   WHICH   ARE   LATENT   AND  COULD  BE  IGNITED  BY  THE  SLIGHTEST

MISUNDERSTANDINGS.    THESE  CONFLICTS   HAVE   AND  CONTINUE  TO  SAP   THE
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ENERGIES  AND   RESOURCES  OF  OUR  CONTINENT.    THEY   l]AVE  PRECIPITATED    ,

REFUGEES,     RESULTED    IN    THE    DISPLACEMENT,    STARVATION    AND    DEATH

OF       MILLIONS      OF      OUR      P.EOPLE.        THESE      CONFLICTS      HAVE      CAUSED

ENVIRONMENTAL      DEGRADATION      ANl)     DIVERTED      PEOPLE     AWAY     FROM

PRODUCTION   AND  LOCKED   THEM   INTO   HATE   AND   DESTRUCTION.    WE   NEED

TO  PUT  AN  END  TO  THIS  CALAMITY  WHICH  I]AS  BEFALLEN  OUR  CONTINENT.
I

MR  CHAIRi^IAN,

.`         1.,.
THE    HORN    OF    AFRICA   IS   EMBROILED   IN    \\IAR.     THE   CONFLICTS

WHICH    RAGE   ON    IN    ETHIOPIA,   SOMALIA   AND   SUDAN    l]AVE   COMBINED   TO

PRODUCE   ONE   OF   THE   SAl)DEST    PICTURE   OF    IIUMAN    SUFFERING   ON    THE

CONTINENT.     AS   A    REGION,   IT    HAS   THE   LARGEST    Nui^113ER   OF   REFUGEES

IN   AFRICA   AND   MORE  ARE   STILL   TRECKING  INTO   E,XILE   WITH   ONLY   A   G,Rl^1

FUTURE   OF   UPROOTEDNESS,   POSSIBLE   STARVATION   AND   DEATI]  IN   TRANSIT

OR   A   LIFE   OF   SQUALOR  IN   REFUGEE   CAMPS  TO   LOOI:   FORWARD   TO.    I   AIM

SADDENED     THAT    A    HU.`1.+N    TRAGEDY    OF    SUCH    MAGNITUDE    SHOULl)    13E

ALLOWED  TO  CONTINUE. .

THE   SITUATION    IN   SOMALIA    REMAINS   DISQUIETING   AS   ATTE^1PTS

AT    NATIONAL    DIALOGUE    HAVE    CONTINUED    TO    FLOUNDER.     I    CONTINUE

TO      BE      GRAVELY      CONCERNED      AT      THE      UNFOLDING      HUMAN      DRA.\1A.

HUNDREDS  OF  THOUSANDS  OF  INNOCENT  MEN,  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  HAVE

BEEN    FORCED   INTO    SQUALID    CONDITIONS   OF    EXILE    IN    REFUGEE   CAMPS

WITH   NO  REPRIEVE  IN  SIGHT.    ATTEMPTS  TO  BRING  TOGETHER  THE  WARRING

PARTIES  AND  NEGOTIATE  .`IODALITIES  FOR  PEACE  AND  RESTORE  NORMALITY

HAVE   SO   FAR   FAILED   TO   BEAR   FRUIT.    I   AM   ALSO   CONCERNED  THAT   THIS
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CONTINUED   STATE   OF   CONFLICT   AND   ITS   ATTENI)ANT   HUMAN   SUFFERING,

SERIOUSLY    UNDERMINES   THE   PEACE   AND   SECURITY   OF   THE   REGION'AND

POSES  A  TIIREAT  TO  ITS  LONG  TERM  STA13ILI'I`Y.   I  HAVE  MADE  THIS  CONCERN

KNOWN    TO    THOSE   INVOLVED    SOMALI   LEAI)ERS   WITH    WHOM    I    HAVE   13EEN

ABLE    T0    CONSULT.     I    \\)ISH    TO   REITERATE   MY   APPEAL    TO   TIIE   PARTIES

INVOLVED   IN   THE   SOMALI   CONFLICT  TO   SUBORl)INATE   THI±IR   I)IFFERENCES
'

TO   THE   GREATER    NEED    OF   ENDING    WAR   AND   PAVING   THE   WAY   TO   TIIE

RESTORATION   OF   PEACE   IN   TI-IE   COUNTRY   ANI)   BEGINNING   ON   TllE   ^loRE

DAUNTING    TASK    OF    NATIONAL    RECONCILIATION    AND    RECONSTRUC'l`ION.

I    WISH    ALSO   TO   COMMEND   TI]OSE   INDIVIDUAL   COUNTRIES   AND   LEADERS,

PARTICULARLY      T1]E      CURRENT      CIIAIRMAN      0F      THE      OAU      PRESIDENT

MUSEVENI,   WIIO   HAVE   T+\I:EN   INITIATIVES  AND   PLACED   'l`IIEIR   OFFICES   .\`ND

SERVICES   r]`o   THE   SEARC]]   FOR   PEACE   ]N   T,]E   CoUNT`Ry.     I   ALSo   W[St]   To

REITERATE     MY     APPEAL      FOR     URGENT     INTERNATIONAL     IIUMANITARIAN

AsslsTANCE  TO  THE   MAr;y  INNOcENT  vlcTIMs  wHo  ,+RE  Now  LANGulshlNG

IN  REFUGEE  CAMPS  WITHOUT  AI)EQIJj.\TE  SHELTER,  FOOD  ANl)  MEDICINES.

TIIE  SUDANESE   CONFLICT  REMAINS  UNRESOL\:ED  AND  WAR  RAGES

ON       ALSO      LEAVING      BEHIND      THE      TRAGEDY      OF       HUMAN      SUFFERING,

STARVATION    AND    DEATH.     ON    MANY   OCCASIONS   I   H.+VE   SPOKEN   OF    THE

SERIOUS   CONSEQUENCES    OF    THE    CONTINUATION   OF    THIS   CONFI.ICT,    N`OT

ONLY    TO    THE    WELFARE    OF    THE    SL-DANESE    PEOPLE    AND    COUNTRY,    BUT

EQUALLY   TO   THE   PEACE   AND   SECURITY   OF   THE   REGION   AS  A   WHOLE  .+ND

TO   THE   LONG  TERM   STABILITY  OF   THE  CONTINENT.    1`   MY  CONTACTS  `.i7ITll

THE  SUDANESE  GOVERN.`1ENT  ANI)  THE  SPLM,  I  HAVE  CONTINUED  TO  APPEAlj

FOR  THE  REACTI\'ATION  OF  THEIR  DIALOGUE.   I  HAVE  NOTED,  IN  THE  COL-RSE

OF    MY   CONSULTATIONS   THAT,   WHILE   THE   ISSUES   WHICH    DIVIDE   THE   TWO
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PARTIES   TO   THE   CONFLICT   AltE   NOT  INSURMOUNTA13LE,   THEY   COULD   NOT

OTHERWISE  .BE  RESOLVED   UNLESS  THEY  AR.E   I)ISCUSSED.    I   WISH   TO   REPORT

THAT  I  CONTINUE  TO  SEE  BOTH  PARTIES  COMMITTED  TO  THE  UNITY  OF  THEIR

CC)UNTRY    AND   TO    TIIE    PRINCIPLE    OF    DIALOGUE.     I    AM    I]APPY   ALSO   TO

REPORT    TIIAT   BOTH    TIIE    GOVERN^1ENT   0F   SUDAN    AND   THE   LEAl)ERSHIP

OF   THE   SPLM    PERSIST   IN   THEIR   CONFIDENCE   IN   THE   OAU   AND   THE   ROLE

IT  IS  AND  `\)ILL  CONTINUE  TO  PLAY  IN   HELPING  THE  P.ARTIES  NAB.ROW  THEIR

DIFFERENCES       EVEN        FURTHER       AND       FACILITATING       A       NEGOTIATED

SETTLEMENT.    IN   TI]IS   RESPECT,   WE   HOPE   TO  CONSOLIl)ATE   THE   PROGRESS

WE     HAVE     .MADE    SO     FAR,    BUILDING    ON    THE    MUTUAL    Cool)    WILL    AND

DISPOSITION    WIIICH     NOW    EXIST.     I    `\JISH    TO    SEIZE    Tl]IS   OPPORTUNIT\-    TO

EXPRESS    i^IY     DEEP     APPRECIATION     TO    THE    SUDANESE    LEAI)ERSHIP     .+Nl)

PARTICULf\RLY   T0   PRESI1)ENT  EL-13ES}IIR  FOR  THE  CONFII)ENCE  TIIEY   IIAVE

PLACE  IN  Tl{E  OAU  .+NI)  IN  THE  PERSON  OF  ITS  SECRETARY-GENERAL.

THE    SITUATION    IN     ET[IIOPIA    IS    NO    LESS    DISCONCERTING.      TI-IE

CONTINUED    WAR   IN   TIIAT   COUNTR\-   HAS   BROUGHT   GREAT   SUFFERING   TO

THE    ETHIOPIAN    PEOPLE.     I   AM,   IIO\\`EVER,   ENCOURAGED   BY   THE   RECENT

STEPS    TA1+EN    BY    TIIE    GOVERNMENT,    ANl)    IN    PARTICULAR    TIIE    SHENG0

DECLARATION    CHALLENGING    ALL    GROUPS   TO    BROAD    DIALOGUE,    WHICH

HAVE  REKI.NDLED  THE   HOPES  OF  A   PEACEFUL  SETTLE.\1ENT.    I  AM   FURTHER

ENCOURAGED    BY    THE    ROUNDS    OF    CONSULTATIONS    WHICII    HAVE    TAKEN

PLACE     WITH     A     VIEW     TO     FINDING     COMMON     GROUND     FOR     EVENTUAL

NEGOTIATION.     I    WISH   TO   URGE   THE   PARTIES   INVOLVED   TO   SUMMON    THE

NECESSARY     POLITICAL     COURAGE     AND    STAY    THE     COURSE    OF    PACIFIC

SETTLEMENT  OF  THEIR  DIFFERENCES.    IT  IS  ONLY  IN   THE  I:ARGER  INTERESTS

OF   ALL   ETHIOPIANS  TO  PUT  A   DEFINITE  END  TO  THIS  CONFLICT   WHICH   llAS
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BLED   THE   COUNTRY   AND   CAUSED   SO   MUCH   UNNECESSARY   SUFFERING  TO

SO   MANY   INNOCENT   CITIZENS.    I   WISII,   IN   PARTICULAR,  TO   COMMEND   THE

GOVERNMENT   OF    ETHIOPIA    FOR   THE   COURAGE   AND    FLEXIBILITY   IT    HAS

DEMONSTRATED  IN  FURTHERING  THE  PROCESS OF  A  PEACEFUL  SETTI.EMENT.

I  SINCERELY  IIOPE  THAT  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  A  PEACEFUL  AND  NEGOTIATED

RESOLUTION  OF  THE  CONFLICT  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  BY  ALL.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

WHILE     THE     SITUATION     IN     LIBERIA     RE^1AINS    VOLATILE,     I     AM

ENCOURAGED    BY    THE    EFFORTS   BEING   EXPENDED    BY   THE    ECOMOG   AND

ECOWAS  GENERALLY  TO  RESTORE  PEACE  AND  NORi^1.+LITY  IN  THE  COUNTRY

AND   TO    PROMOTE   DIALOGUE   AND    NATIONAL    RECONCILIATION.     I   AM   AT

THE    SAME    TIME    CONCERNED    AT    THE    CURRENT    INTERNATIONALIZATION

OF   THE   CONFLICT   BY   ITS  SPREAD   INTO   SIERRA   LEONEAN   TERRITORY.    THE

VIOLATION   OF   THE   SO\-EREIGNTY   AND   TERRITORIAL   INTEGRITY   OF   SIERRA

LEONE     REPRESENTS     .+     SEF`IOUS     ESCALATION     AND     EXPANSION     OF     THE

CONFLICT  WHICH   NOT  ONLY   MITIGATES  AGAINST  ITS  SPEEDY  SOLUTION   BUT

PLACES   IN    SERIOUS   JEOPARDY,   THE   PROSPECTS   FOR   A    DURABLE    PEACE

AND  STA13ILITY  OF  THE  ENTIRE  REGION.

DURING    MY     VISIT    TO    WEST    AFRICA,    EARLIER    THIS    MONTH,    I

CONSUI,TED        13ROADLY         WITH         PRESIDENTS         EYADEMA,        BABANGIDA,

HOUPHOLJET    BOIGNY,    LANSANA    CONTE    AND    MOI`loH    ON    THE    SITUATION

IN  THE  REGION  AND  THE  EFFORTS  OF  ECOMOG  AND  ECOWAS  TO  FACILITATE

AN    END    TO    THE    LIBERIAN    CONFLICT    AND    TO    STEM..ITS    ENLARGE.MENT.

THOSE   CONSULTATIONS   REKINDLED   MY   HOPES   FOR   RESTORING   PEACE   TO

LIBERIA     AND     REINFORCED     MY     BELIEF    THAT    REGIONAL     FRAMEWORKS,

a,`
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ARISING    OUT    OF    A    REGIONAL    CONSENSUS,    II0L1)    MUCII    POTENTIAL    IN

FACILITATING   SETTLEMENT  0F   REGIONAL   CONFLICTS.    I   TOOK   ADVANTAGE

OF   MY   VISIT   TO   UNDERSCORE   THE   NEEI)   FOR   GREATER   Col-IESION   AMONG

TIIE   MEMBER   COUNTRIES  OF   ECOWAS.    I   ALSO   REITERATEI)   OAU'S  SUPPORT

FOR  THE  SOVEREIGNTY  AND  TERRITORIAL  INTEGRITY  OF  SIERRA  LEONE.

I   LEFT   WEST  AFRICA  AT   TIIE   TIME  VERY   ^1UCH   ENCOURAGED   BY

THE    DETERMINATION    OF   THOSE   LEADERS   TO    PERSIST   IN    THEIR   EFFORTS

TO   PROMOTE  A   PEACEFUL  SETTLEMENT.    I  CONTINUE  TO   IIOPE  THAT  THOSE

PARTIES   IN\-OLVED   IN   TI]E   CONFLICT   WILL   SEE   TIIE   `\`ISDOM   0F   DIALOGUE.

FOR  IN   THE   FINAL   ANALYSIS,  IT  IS  TIIE   VERY   PEOPLE  I.NT   WHOSE  NAME  THEY

ARE   SUPPOSED   TO   BE   FIGI]TING   WHO   ARE   SUFFERING   THE   MOST   WITH   THE

PERSISTENCE   OF   TIIE   CONFLICT.    I   WISH,  AT  TIIE   SAi^lE   TIME,  TO   RENEW   .\IY

APPEAL       TO      THE      INTERNATIONAL       COMMUNITY      FOR      MUCH       NEEDED

Hul`1ANITARIAN     ASSISTANCE     IN     TIIE     FORM     OF     FOOD     AND     MEDICINES,

ESPECIALL\.   NOW  THAT  THE  SECURITY  SITUATION   IIAS  EASED  APPRECIABLY

AND  THE  COUNTRY  IS  RELATIVELY  ACCESS113LE.

M R  C H AI R i^l .+ N ,

AFTER   MUCH   DELAY,   THE   PROCESS   TOWARDS   THE   RESOLUTION

OF   THE   WESTERN   SAHARA   QUESTION   SEEMS   NOW   BACK   0N   COURSE.    L.+ST

MONTH,  TH5:   UNITED   NATIONS  SECURITY  COUNCIL   ADOPTED  A  RESOLUTION

APPROVING     THE    PLAN     FOR    THE    HOLDING    OF    A    REFERENDUM    IN     THE

TERRITORY    AND   SETTING    UP   THE   MINURSO.     THE   OAU   WILL   COOPERATE

WITH        THE        UNITED        NATIONS       IN        SUPERVISING        THE       REFERENDUM.

CONSULTATIONS    ARE    UNDERWAY    TO    DETERMINE    THE    NATURE,    EXTENT

¢`
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AND   LEVEL    OF   THAT   COOPERATION    INCLUDING   IDENTIFYING    PERSONNEL

FOR  THAT  PURPOSE.    THE  STEP  MA1)E  BY  T1-IE  ADOPTION  0F  TIIAT  SECURITY

COUNCIL   RESOLUTION   IS  AN.IMPORTANT  ONE.13UT  BEYOND  THE  ADOPTION

OF   THAT   RESOLUTION   LIES   TIIE   NEE1)   .1`0   ENSultE   TIIAT   TI]E   PROCESS   OF

HOLDING   TIIE   REFERENDUM   IS   BEGUN   SOON   ANI)   IS   CONDUCTED   WITHOUT

ANY  HINDRANCE.

MR  CHAIR^1AN,

1N   FEBRUARY,  I  REPORTEI)  ON  'l`IIE  DIPLOM:\I`lc  INITIA`1`IVES  \\'l+lcII

HAD   BEEN   UNDERTAKEN   OR   WERE   TIIEN   UNDERWA\-   TO   FIND   A   PEACEFUL

SETTLEMEN'1`   OF   TI]E   CONFLICT   IN    RWANDA.     I   SPO1+E   IN   PARTICULAR   OF

THE       MEE'I`ING       BETWEEN       PRESIDENTS       MUSEVENI       OF       UGANDA       AND

HABYARIMi\NA   OF    RW.+NDA    WHICII    HAI)   TAKEN    PL.+CE   ON    17    FEBRL`;\RY

IN   ZANZ113AR  AS  WELL  AS  OF  THE  DAR~ES-SALAAM   REGIONAL  SUMMIT  \\`HICH

HAD    JUST    13EEN    CONCLUDED    ANI)    THE   FIRM    UNDERI`AKINGS   WHICH    HAD

BEEN   ENTERED  INTO  8\-   THE  LEADERS  0F  THE  REGIO+   TO  PERSIST  IN  THEIR

SEARCII     FOR    A    NEGOTIATED    SE`I`TLEMENT    AND    A    STA13LE    AND    LASI`ING

SOLUTION    TO    THE    REFUGEE    PROBLEM.     IN    FURTHER    MANIFESTATION    OF

THE   COMi^lITMENT   OF   THESE   COUNTRIES   TO   THE   CAL-SE   OF   PEACE   IN   TIIE

REGION   AND   THANKS   TO  THE   MEDIATION   EFFORTS  OF   PRESIDENT   MOBtJTU

OF    ZAIRE,    IT    WAS   POSSIBLE   TO   SUSTAIN   TIIE   MO^1EXTUM    FOR   DIALOGUE

AND  GOODWILL  GENERATED  BY  THE   DAR-ES-SALAAM   SUMMIT  AND   FINALLY

To    REAcli    AGREEMEr:T    oN    A    FORMAL    CEASEFIRE    BETWEEN    THE    Two

PARTIES   TO   THE   CONFLICT.     THE   CEASEFIRE   AGREE.UENT   WAS   SIGNED   AT

N'SELE    IN     ZAIRE,    ON     THE    29TH     OF     MARCH     1991,     BY    THE     RWANDESE

a'`
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GOVERNMENT        AND        TIIE        RWAN1)ESE        PATRIOTIC        FRONT        AND        A

REPRESENTATIVE   OF   THE   MEDIATOR.     I   WAS   PRIVILEGEI)   TO   ATTEND   AND

SIGN  THE  AGREEMENT  ON  BEI]ALF  0F  Tl]E  OAU.

THE    AGREEMENT    REPRESENTEl)    A    SIGNIFICANT    MOVEMENT.     IT

UNDERLINED    THE    COMMITMENT    OF    THE    PARTIES   TO    MOVE    AWAY    FROIM

MILITAR,Y    CONFRONTATION    AND    EM13RACE    A    COURSE    OF    NEGOTIATION.

1'1`   ALSO    E^IBODIED    AN    UNDERTAKING    BY    TI]E   MEDIATOR   ON    BEH.+LF    OF

TIIE   COUNTRIES   OF   TIIE   REGION   ANI)   BY   THE   OAU   TO   HELP   TIIE   PARTIES

CEASE     HOSTILITIES,     BUILD     CONFIDENCE,     NARROW     TIIEIR     DIFFERENCES

FURTHER   AND   ULT[MATEL\r   PUT  ]N   ^]oT]oN   A   PRoCESS  oF   DIALOGUE   AND

NATIONAI,       RECONCILIATION.        TI]E       AGREEMENT       PROVIDED       FOR       TIIE

CREATION    OF    A    GROUP    OF    NEUTRAL    MILITARY   OBSERVERS    UNDER    1`HE

SUPERVISION       OF       THE      SECRETARY-GENERAL      CO^IPOSED      OF       FIFTEEN

OFFICERS   EACH    FROM    BURUNDI,    UGANDA,   AND    ZAIRE   AND   WERE   TO   BE

JOINED    BY    FIVE   OFFICERS    EACH    FROM    TIIE    REPUBLIC    OF    RWANDA    I-\Nl)

THE    RWANDESE    PATRIOTIC    FRONT.      THIS   TEAM    OF    NEUTRAL    OBSER\.ERS

WAS    CHARG,ED    WITH    TIIE    RESPONSIBILITY    OF    OBSER\-ING    TI-IE    CEASEFIRE

AND    TO    REPORT    ON    INSTANCES    OF    ITS    VIOLATION    BY    THE    PARTIES.      I

APPOINTED   BRIGADIER   HASHI,M   MBITA,   THE  EXECUTIVE-SECRETARY   OF   THE

OAU'  LIBERATION  COMMITTTEE,  AS  MY  REPRESENTATIVE  TO  HEAI)  THE  TEAM.

\rHILE  MUCH   RE.\1AINs  To  BE  DONE  To  FULLy  sECuRE  TliE  PEACE

PROCESS,  WllAT  HAS  BEEN  .+CHIEVEI)  IN  RWANDA  SO  FAR  IS  A  MAJOR  BREAK

THROUGH        ON       WHICH        WE       MUST       BUILD       BOTH        POLITICALLY       AND

INSTITUTIONALLY.     IT    HAS    DEMONSTRATED    THAT    IT    IS  .POSS113LE    TO    PUT

TOCETHER   _AND   SUSTAIN   A   POLITICAL  INITIATIVE  TO   DEAL   WITH  CONFLICTS

r`
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IN   AFRICA.     IT   I]AS   ALSO   DEMONSTRATED   THAT,   WITH   THE   COURAGE   T0

SUMMON    THE    REQUISITE    POLITICAL    WILL,   IT   IS   POSSIBLE   TO    ELABORATE

POLITICAL   FRAMEWORKS   AND   MECIIANISMS   WITIIIN   WHICII   CONFLICTS  CAN

13E    CONSIDEREl),    CONTAINEl)    ANI)    110PEFULLY    FINALLY    RESOLVED.     BUT

THIS  IS  POSSIBLE  ONLY  WHEN  IT  IS  PRECEEI)ED  AND,  INDEED,  UNDERWRITTEN

BY   POLITICAL   DECISIONS  BY   THE   PARTIES  INVOLVED   TO  SU13MIT  TO   PACIFIC

SETTLEMENT   AS   WELL   AS   OF   THE   OTIIER   COUNTRIES,   ESPECIALLY   TIIOSE

WITIIIN  PROXIMITY  TO  SUPPORT  TIIE  PEACE  PROCESS.

WE    DID    INITALLY     ENCOUNTER    SOME    PROBLEMS    MAINLY    OF    A

LOGISTICAL    AND    LEGAL    NATURE.        FRoi^I    THE    LEGAL    STANDPOINT,    THE

GOVERNMENT    OF    RWANI)A    RAISEI)    TWO   ISSUES,   NAMELY,   T'HE   SELECTION

0F    A    COUNTRY    TO    REPLACE    TANZANIA    WHICII    COUL1)    NOT   SERVE   AS   A

MEMBER   OF   THE   MILITARY   OBSERVER   GROUP   AS   PROVIDED   IN   TI]E   N'SELE

CEASEFIRE     AGREEMENT     AND     'I`HE     INTERPRETATION     OF     THE    RELEVANT

PROVISIONS    OF    THE    CEASEFIRE    AGREEl`IENT   REGARDING    THE    ROLE    AND

PARTICIPATION    OF    THE    PARTIES   IN    CONFLICT   IN    THE   ACTIVITIES   OF    THE

^IILITARY    OBSERVER    GROUP.      DESPI'I`E    THESE   INITIAL    DIFFICULTIES,    I    AM

HAPPY     TO     REPORT     THAT     THE     WORK     OF    THE    GROUP     IS    PROCEEDING

REASONABLY     `\)ELL.      MY     REPRESENTATIVE     WAS    ABLE     TO     APPOINT     HIS

HEADQUARTERS    STAFF     AND     DEPLOY     THE     UNITS    IN     THE    OBSER.VATION

SECTORS.     HE   \\]AS   ABLE   T0   SIGN   AN   AGREEMENT   ON   THE   STATUS  OF   THE

MILITARY  OBSERVER  GROUP   IN   RWANDA  \..`ITH  TIIE  RWANDESE  GOVERNMENT

ON   THE   4TH   OF   MAY  THIS  YE.+R.    I   WISII   TO  REPORT  THAT,   THANKS  TO   THE

COOPERATION     EXTENDED     BY     THE    GOVERNMENT,    IT     WAS    POSSIBLE    TO

DEPLOY    THE   MILITARY   OBSERVER   GROUP   IN   TI]E   13YUMB.+,.MUTARA   AND

RLHENGERI   OPERATIONAL   SECTORS  IN   THE   NORTHERN   PART  0F   RWANDA.

pr`
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AS   THE   MONITORING   EXERCISE   GETS   MORE   COMPREHENSIVE,   WE   HOPE   AN

ATMOSPHERE   0F   CONFIDENCE   WILL   BE   C:REATED   AMONG   THE   PARTIES   SO

AS   TO   MOVE   AI-IEAD   WITH   THE   IMPLEMENTATI0N   OF   THE   OTHER   ASPECTS

OF     THE    AGREEMENT,     PARTICULARljY     THOSE     RELATING     TO     POLITICAL

DIALOGUE     AND     TI-IE     PROCESS     OF     NATIONAL     RECONCILIATION     IN     Tl-lE

COUNTRY.

1.`"`.

THIS    UNDERTAKING    l]AS    ENTAILEI)    SUBSTANTIAL    EXPENDITURE

WHICH        WAS       UN13UDGETTED        FOR.         NATURALL\',        THIS       WILL       W.EIGH

SIGNIFICANTLY        ON        THE        13UDGET        OF        THE        ORGANIZATION.          THIS

NOTWITHSTANDING,    I     AL\l     ENCOURAGED    BY    TIIE    CONTINUED    READIN]ESS

OF    THE    CONTIGENT    CONTR113UTING    COUNTRIES    TO    BEAR    Tl-IE    FINANCIAL

BURDEN  OF  TIIEIR  PAR.1`ICIPATION  IN  THE  MONITORING   EXERCISE.

SINCE   THE    ERL-PTION    OF    THIS    UNFORTUN.+TE   CONFLICT,   ^l.+NY

GOVERNMENTS  OU'l`SIl)E  OUR  CONTINENT  IIAVE  MANIFESTED  TIIEIR  SUPPORT

FOR     THE     OAU     EFFOR.TS    1\     HELPING    TO    FIND    A     RESOLUTION     TO     THE

CONFLICT.     SOME   OF   TIIEN   llAVE   GONE   FURTI]ER   TII.+N   TIIE   AFFIRMATION

OF   POLITICAL   SUPPORT.     THE   BELGIAN   GOVERNMENT,   FOR   EXAMPLE,   HAS

REPEATEDLY    I)ECLARED    BOTH   PUBLICLY   AND   PRIVATELY   ITS   DISPOSITION

TO    PROVIDE   CONCRETE    ASSISTANCE   TO   FACILI.TATE   THE   OPERATIONS-OF

THE    NEUTRAL    ^1ILITARY    OBSERVER    GR.OUP.     AS   YET   HOWEVER,   WE    HAVE

NOT    BEEN     APPRISED     OF    THE    CONCRETE    TYPE    OF    ASSISTANCE    TO    BE

PROVIDEI).       AT     TI]E     SA.\IE     TIME,     THE     GOVERNMEN'T     OF     FRANCE      HAS

FORMALL\-   CO^I,MUNICATED   TO    US   THEIR   PLEDGE   TO   PROVIDE   2   MILLION

FRENCII   FR^NCS  IN   KIND   TO  SUPPORT  OUR  OPERATION.S.    I   WIsll   TO  THANK



-ll-

THEM    ALL    FOR   THEIR   POSITIVE   I)ISPOSITI0N.     IN    PAR.TICULAR,   I   WISII   TO

THANK    THE    GOVERNMENT    OF    FRANCE    FOR    ITS    CONCRETE    PLEDGE    OF

ASSISTANCE    AND    THE    GOVERNMENT    OF    BELGIUM    FOR   THE    ANTICIPATEI)

ASSISTANCE.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

THE  SITUATION  IN   ANGOLA  HOI,DS  PROMISE.    1N   ONLY  A  FEW  DAYS

TO      COME,      A      FORMAL     CEASEFIRE     WILL     BE     SIGNED     IN      LISBON     THUS

CONFIRMING    AN    EARLIER    AGREEMENT    INITIALLED    IN    EARLY    MAY.      THE

COMING   INTO   EFFECT   0F    A   CEASEFIRE   AGREEMENT   WILL    NOT   ONLY   PUT

A  DEFINITE  ENl)  TO  THE  SENSELESS  AND  RAVAGING  WAR  WHICH  WAS  IMPOSE1)

ON   THAT  COUNTR.Y  BUT  ALSO   PAVE  THE  WAY  TO  NATIONAL   DIALOGUE  AND

RECONSTRUCTION.      SETTLEiMENT    IN    ANGOLA    HOLDS    PROMISE    ALSO    FOR

THE  LARGER   PEACE  IN   THE   REGION.    I   \\`ISH,  IN   THIS  RESPECT,  TO   EXPRESS

TIIE   CONFIDENT   HOPE   Tl]AT   THE   MOMENTUM   FOR   PEACE,   WHICH   IIAS  13EEN

TRIGGERED      13Y      THIS      BR.OAI)      AGREE^1ENT,      WILL      13E      SUSTAINEI)      AND

CONSOLIDATED   SO   AS   TO   ENSURE   THAT   TI]E   HOPES   OF   .i   PEACEFUL   AND

UNIFIED     ANGOLA,     WHICH     ARE     NOW    0N     THE     HOB,IZON,     ARE     SPEEDIL\-

REALIZED.      I    WISH    TO    CO.\IiMEND    BOTH    PARTIES    TO    THIS    UNFORTUNATE

CONFLICT    FOR    THE    WISDO^1    AND    FORESIGHT    THEY    HA`-E    DISPI.AYED   IN

ARRIVING   AT   THIS   AGREE^IENT.    I   WISH,   IN   PARTICuljAR,   TO   PAY   TRIBUTE

TO    PRESIDENT    JOSE    EDUARDO    DOS    SANTOS    AND    THE    GOVERNMENT    OF

ANGOLA   FOR   THEIR   PERSERVERENCE   AND   COMMITMENT   TO   THE   PROCESS

OF    PEACE    E\-EN    AT    TIMES    IN    THE    FACE    OF    THE    MOST    BLATANT    AND

PERSISTENT       PROVOCATIONS.        IN       THE       FINAL       ANALYSIS,      IT      IS      THIS

PERSEVERENCE       AND       CO.\1MIT.\IENT       \\'HICH       HAS      BEEN       CRITICAL       IN

8.`
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FACILITATING   THE  LISBON   AGREEMENT.    I   WISH,  IN   TIIIS   RESPECT,  TO   PAY

TRIBUTE   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES,   TIIE   SOVIET   UNION   AND   PORTUGAL   FOR

Tl]EIR    ROLE    IN    BROKERING    THE    AGREEMENT.     I    IIOPE   THEY    WILL    SHOW

GREATER     READINESS     TO   .SEE     TO    IT    TIIAT    THE     PEACE     PROCESS    NOW

BEGINNING    IS    NOT    UNDERMINE1)    AND    THAT    ULTI.`1ATELY    TIIE    ANGOLAN

PEOPLE  WILL  BE  ALLOWED  TO  PUT  TIIE  SAD  CHAPTER  OF  WAR  BEHIND  THEIR

BACKS    AND    REDIRECT    TIIEIR     ENERGIES    AND    RESOURCES    AWAY    FROM

DESTRUCTION  AND  TO\\IARDS  THE  REALIZATION.OF  TIIE  VAST  DEVELOPMENT
I

POTENTIAL  OF  THEIR  TORMENTEI)  COUNTRY.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

Wl]ILE  TllE   SITUATION   IN   MOZAM13IQUE  IS   NOT  AS  YET  PRO^llsING,

I     AM     EixcouRAGED     THAT     BOTH     PARTIES    TO     I`IIE     CONFLICT     REl\'IAIN

COMMITED,   IN   PRINCIPLE,   TO   THE   AVENUE   OF   PEACE   AND   CONTINUE   WITH

THEIR   NEGOTIATIONS.     THE   ROME   ROUNDS  OF   NEGOT`IATIONS   HAVE   SO   FAR

PROVED    T`O    BE    A    SUST.+INA13LE    FRAiMEWORI¢    FOR    I)IALOGUE   ANl)    IIENCE

A    VIABLE    ROUTE   TO   A    PEACEFUL    SETTLEMENT.     I    \\lISH   TO   EXPRESS   TIIE

HOPE   Tit_+T   THOSE   IN\'OLVE.D   WILL   CONTINUE   TO   DEPLOY   ALI.   EFFORT   TO

ENSURE      THAT     A     STABLE,     LASTING     SOLUTION      TO     THE     CONFLICT     IN

MOZAMBIQUE    IS    FOUND.      I    WISH     TO    PAY    DESER\-lNG    TRIBUTE    TO    THE

MOZAMBICAN   GOVERN.\IENT  AND   TO  PRESIDENT  CHISSANO,  IN   PARTCL;LAR,

FOR    HIS    PERSEVERENCE    AND    CO^1MITMENT    TO    .i    PEACEFUL    SOLUTION.

ULTIMATELY,   IT   IS   THIS   GOODWILL    AND   PERSEVERENCE   WHICH   CONTINUE

TO    SUST.+IN    THE    DIALOGUE   AND    WHICH    WILI.    UNDERWRITE    A    POLITICAL

SETTLEMENT.     I   HOPE    THOSE   WITH   INFLUENCE   AND   LEVERAGE   OVER   THE

RENAM0    WILL   PREVAIL    UPON   THE.M    SO   THAT   THE    NEGOTIATIONS   NOW   IN

r`
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PROGRESS ARE  NOT  UNDERMINED  OR  EXPEI)IENTLY  STALLED  ANY LONGER.  `

MR  CHAIRMAN,

I   NOW   TURN   TO   THE   SITUATION   IN   SOUTII   AFRICA.    AFRICA   HAS

REPEATEDLY     ACKNOWLEDGED     THAT     SOME     IMPORTANT     AND     POSITIVE

CHANGES    IIAVE    TAKEN     PLACE    IN    SOU'1`II    AFlucA.      WE    WELCOMED    THE

RELEASE   OF    NELSON    MAN1)ELA    AND    OTIIER    POLITICAL    PRISONERS,   EVEN

IF    MANY    ^I0RE   REMAIN    INCARCERA'l`El).     WE   WELCO^1EI)   '1`HE   UNBANNING

OF   ANc,   plc   AND   OTHER   ANTi-APARTi+EII]   GROups   EVEN   THOucm   MANy

APAR.TI]EID     LEGISLATI0NS     CONTINUE     TO     PROSCR113E     THEIR     POLITICAL

ACTIVITY.       WE     DIl)     ALSO     WELCOME     OTIIER     MEASURES    INCLUDING     TIIE

MEETINGS     13E'l`WEEN     TIIE     ANC     ANl)     'l`1IE     APAI`'l`IIEID     COVER.NMENT.       WE

BELIEVE      THE      PRETORIA      AND      GR00TE     SCHUUR     i\lINUTES     REPRESENT

UNDERTAl+lNGS   ON   BOTH   SIDES  TO   SEE   EVOLVE   A   FUTUR.E   SOUTH   AFRICA

BUILT   ON    FOUNDATIONS    0F    UNITY,    EQUALITY    AND    DEMOCRACY.     AS   AN

OBJECTIVE,    WE   COMMEND   IT   AND    WE   COULI)    WISII    NOTHING   BETTER   FOR

SOUTH     AFRICA.      BUT    IT     RE.\1AINS    A     STATED    013JECTIVE    WHICH    IS    NOT

COB.ROBOR.+TED     BY     AN\.     APPRECIABLE     MOVEMENT     IN     THE     FIELD     OF

NEGOTIATIONS.    TI]E  TABLING  FOR  REPEAL  BY  THE  APARTHEID  PARLIAMENT

OF   THE   LAND,   POPULATION   REGISTRATION   AND   GROUP   AREAS  ACTS   HAVE

UNDERSTA\DABLY       REKINDLED       HOPES       AND       OPTI.`1ISM       AMONG       THE

OPPRESSED  BLACK  MAJORITY  FOR  A  LET  UP  IN  THE  APARTHEID  GRIP.   QLTITE

UNDERSTAr`DABLE,  HoWE\'ER,  Is  THE  poslTlvE  REACTloNi  IT  HAS  GENERATED

WITHIN   MANY   COUNTRIES   INCLUDING   IN   AFRICA   AND   THE   CLAMOUR   FOR

THE   REPEAl.   OF   SANCTIONS   IT   IIAS   GIVEN   EXPEDIENT    EXCUSE   TO   WITHIN

THE  EUROPEAN   ECONO^1IC  COMMUNITY.    I  AM,   HOWEVER,  CONCERNED  THAT

P'`
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SUCH   UNILATERAL   MOVES  COULD   HAMPER   AND   RETARD   THE   PROCESS  OF

CHANGE  WHICH  HAS  BEGUN  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

AFRICA    IS    NOT   IMPERVIOUS   .TO   REASON    NOR   IS   IT   INSENSITIVE

TO     CHANGE.       WE     HAVE     COLI.ECTIVELY     S'l`ATED     OUR     WILLINGNESS     TO

EXERCISE   TIIE   NECESSARY   FLEXIBILITY   IN   RESPECT   OF   THE   SITUATION   IN

APARTHEID    SOUTH    AFRICA   INCLUDING    RECONSIDERATION    0F    SANCTIONS

VVHEN   CIRCUMSTANCES   SO   WARRANT.     WE   HAVE   SAID   THAT,   ONCE   THERE

IS,   IN   DEMONSTRA13LE   EVIDENCE,   AN   IRREVERSIBLE   PROCESS  TOWARDS  THE

TOTAL   ELIL\IINATION   0F   APARTHEI1)   AND  ESTABLISH^lENT,OF  A   NON-RACIAlj

UNITARY    AND    I)EMOCRATIC    SOU'l`lI    AFRICA,    AFRICA    WILL    13E    READ\.    T0

WELCOME     THAT    COUNTRY    IN     ITS    COMMUNITY    OF     NATIONS.      THIS    IS    A

STANDING   .+ND   COLLECTI\'E   POSITION   OF   AFRICA   AS   ARTICULATED   IN   THE

HARARE    DECLARATION.      TIIIS    POSITION    IS   ALSO    SHARED,    IN    PRINCIPLE,

13Y     TIIE     I::TERNATIONAL     COMMUNITY     AND     ENSIIRINEI)     IN     THE     UNITED

NATIONS     CONSENSUS     DECLARATION     0N     APARTHEID.      CONSISTENT     \\lITH

OUR     WISH     TO     URGE     0.\     THE     PROCESS    TOWARDS     CHANGE,    WE     HAVE

ENCOURAGED   THE   BLACK   .\IAJORIT\.   ALONG   THE   PATH   OF   NEGOTIATIONS

WHENEVER    POSSIBILITIES    FOR    DIALOGUE    EXISTED.     THIS   IS   THE    POSITION

OF    AFRIC.+    AS    FAR    BACK    AS    1969    WHEN    THE    LUSAKA    MANIFESTO    WAS

ADOPTED.      THE    PREFERENCE    OF    AFRICA    HAS   BEEN    AND   CONTINUES   TO

BE   NEGOTIATIONS.     WE   \`IOULD,   THEREFORE,13E   THE   FIRST  TO   INSIST   THAT

NEGOTIATIONS   SHOULD   TAI¢E   PLACE   IN   SOUTH.AFRICA.     AND   IF   GENUINE

NEGOTIATIONS   WERE   TO   BEGIN   AND   TAKE   ROOT,   WE   W.OULD   EQUALLY   BE

AMONG    TIIOSE    WHO    WOULD    URGE    THAT   INCENTIVES   BE   GIVEN    TO    TIIAT

P'`



-15-

PROCESS   AS   BOTH    A   RECOGNITION    OF   TIIE   PROGRESS   MADE   AND   AS   AN

INSURANCE   AGAINST   REACTION.     INDEEl),   IT   IS   APPROPRIATE   TO   DEBATE

THE    FUTURE    OF    TIIE    SANCTIONS    REGIME    TAKING    INTO    ACCOUNT    TI]E

POSITIVE    CHANGES   TI]AT    HAVE    OCculu`ED   IN    SOUTII    AFRICA   AND    WITH

DUE  CONSIDERATION   FOR  THE  CONTINUED  PROSECUTION  0F  THE  STRUGGLE

AGAINST  APARTIIEID.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

WE    DO,   INDEED,    RECOGNIZE   TIIAT   THERE   ARE   SOME   CHANGES.

SoiME   OF   THE    PRINCIPAL   LEGIsl,ATIONS   0F   APARTHEII)   ARE   SLATEI)   FOR

REPEAL  AND  TllERE  IS  NOW  AN  INCREASEI)  MEASURE  OF  POLITICAL  ACTIVITY

ARISING    FROM     THE    UNBANNING    OF    POLl'l`ICAL    GROUPINGS.      INDEEI),    I)E

KLERK    HAS   CONTINUED   TO    PRO^IISE   MORE   CHANGES   AND   CONTINUES   TO

CLAIM   COMMITMENT   TO   CHANGE.     HOWEVER,   THE   FACTS  0N   THE   GROUND

WOULD    URGE    CAUTION.      MA\'    I    POINT    OUT    IN    THIS    REGARD    THAT    TIIE

CONSULTATIONS.   WHICH   HAVE   BEEN   UNI)ERTAKEN   BETWEEN   TIIE   ANC   AND

THE  GOVERNMENT,  HAVE  13EEN  LARGELY  0N  TALKS  A130UT  TALKS.

FURTHERMORE,     E\.EN     IF     ALL     PRINCIPAL     LEGISLATIC)NS     ARE

REPEALED,    THE    FUNDAMENT.+L    QUESTION    OF    THE    CONSTITUTION    WHICH

EMBODIES       THE        PHILOSopl-lICAL        PREMISE       OF       APARTHEID       REMAINS

OUTSTANDING.        IT     IS     A      C.+RDINAL      ISSUE.       FOR      EVEN      WIIEN      THOSE

LEGISLATIONS    DISAPPEAR,    U.NLESS    THERE    IS    A    FUNDA^IENTAL    REVISION

OF   THE   CONSTITUTION,   APARTHEID   WILI.   ONLY   BE   IN   ABEYANCE   AND   NOT

ELl.\IINATED.

`
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WE     HAVE     COME     A     LONG     WAY    IN     THE    STRUGGLE     AGAINST

APARTHEID.        AS      A      WORLD      JOINED      BY      COMMON       HUMANITY,      TI+E

INTERNATIONAL     COMMUNITY     I)ECLAREI)     APARTIIEID     A    CRIME    AGAINST

HUMANITY.       IN     DEMONSTRATION     OF     ITS     DEEP     ABHORANCE     OF     THAT

OBNOXIOUS    SYSTEM,    TI]E    WORLI)    INSTITUTEI)    MEASURES   TO    FORCE    THE

DIE-HARD   RACIST   IN   APARTIIEID   SOUTII   AFRICA   TO   ABANDON   THEIR   EVIL

WAYS.    ECONOMIC  SANCTIONS  WERE  A  MANIFESTATION  AND  PILLAR  OF  THAT

POLICY.    INDEED,  THIS  WAS  IN   COMPLEIMENT  OF  TIIE  INTERNAL  STRUGGLES,

INCLUI)ING      ARMED,      WIIICII      WERE      13EING      W^GEI)     13Y      TI]E     OPPRESSED

MAJORITY    INSIDE    THE    COUNTRY.      Tills    COMBINATION    OF    PRESSURE    OF

INTERNAL   RESISTANCE   AND   INTERNATIONAL   SANCTIONS  RAISED   THE   PRICE

OF  APARTHEII)  AND   ULTI^IATELY   FORCEI)  MR  DE  KLERI+  TO  13EGIN  TALKING

OF   CIIANGE.     TllE   CI]ANGES   SO   FA1.`   LINI)ERTAKEN   ARE   A   DIRECT   RESULT

OF    THIS    SYNERGY    OF    STRUGGLE.      NEEI)LESS    TO    SA\-,    IT    IS    THIS    VERY

SYNERGY   WIIICH   IS   NOW   ^10RE   TIIAN   CRUCIAL   TO   SUS1`AIN   THIS   PROCESS,

T0   CONSOLIDATE   THE  GAINS  MADE   AND  TO  EVENTUALLY   UNDERWRITE  THE

NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  A  NEW  CONSTITUTION  FOR  THE  COUNTRY.

BUT  WHATEVER  ONE  MAY  SAY  ABOUT  THE  I)EBATE  ON  SANCTIONS,

TIME   HAS  COME   FOR  AFRICA  TO  RESEIZE  THE  INITIATI\-E  AND   DICTATE  THE

PACE    INSTEAD    OF    R.EACTING    TO   THE   AGENDA   OF    OTHERS.     WE   SHOULD

REASSESS   THE   SITUATION   AND   SEE   WHETHER,   INDEED,   WE   NEED   A   REVIE:W

OF    POLICY   AND   WHETHER    THE   NECESSITY   OF   SANCTIONS   HAS   WANED   OR

NOT.    TO   REMAIN   AiMBIVALENT  IN   OUR   WORDS  ANI)   DEEDS  WILL  ONLY  GIVE

SOLACE   AND   CREDENCE   TO  THE   DETRACTORS  OF   AFRICA'S  FREEDOM   AND

FURTHER       DIVIDE      OUR      RANKS.        WHATEVER      EMERGES.     OUT      OF      THIS

REEVALUATION,   IT    WOULD    BE   TRAGIC    IF,   TACITLY    OR   BY   IMPLICATION,

AFRICA     WERE     TO     BE     SEEN     AS     CONTR113UTING     TO     UNDERMINING     THE

0'`
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INTERNATIONAL  CONSENSUS  AGAINST  APARTHEID.    BY  LOGIC  0F  THE  SAME

ARGUMENT,    WE   SHOULD    NOT   BE   SEEN    TO   BE   OBLIVIOUS   TO   CHANGE   AND

POSSIBLY   MISS  AN   OPPORTUNITY   FOR   C:ONSTRUCTIVE  INVOLVEMENT  IN   TIIE

EVOLUTIONARY  PROCESS  NOW  UNDER  WAY  IN  SOUT[I  AFlucA.    ULTIMATELY,

WHAT   WE   NEED  IS   UNITY   OF   ACTION   ANl)  ONE  VOICE.    WHICHEVER  COURSE

OF      ACTION      WE     TAKE,     IT     MUST     BE     A     COMMON     ONE,     ARRIVED     AT

COLLECTIVELY.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

AS  THE   PEOPLE  OF  AFRICA   YEAR,N   FOR   PEACE,  THEIR  BRETHREN

IN    PALESTINE    YEARN    FOR   A    HOMELAND    AS   Tl-IEY    1)0    ALSO   FOR   PEACE.

THE     ISRAELI     GOVERN^1ENT     CONTINUES     T0     TRAMPLE     UNI)ERFO0T    'I`HE

PALESTINIAN        RIGHTS       IN        TO'I`AL        DEFIANCE       AND        I)ISREGARD       FOR

INTERNATIONAL  OPINION.    I   REMAIN   CONCERNED  THAT,  AS  ISRAEL  PERSISTS

IN   ITS   OCCUPATION   OF   PALESTINIAN   TERRITOR.Y   AS   `\JELL   AS  ARAB   LANDS

AND      .PROGRESSES       WITH       THE       ALTERATION       OF       THE       DEMOGRAPI]IC

COMPOSITION   OF   TI]ESE   LANDS  THROUGll   ESTABLISIIING  NEW  SETTLEMENTS,

IT   WILL   ONLY   WORSEN   AN   ALREADY   EXPLOSIVE   SITUATION.    WE   CALL   FOR

URGENT  INTERNATIONAL   ACTION   TO  ELA130RATE  A  POLITICAL  FRAMEWORK

WITHIN     WHICH     THE    PALESTINIAN    AND    MIDDLE-EAST    PROBI,HMS    CAN    BE

COMPREHE.NSIVELY   DEALT   WITH.    FOR  ULTIMATELY,  A  STABLE  AND  LASTING

SOLUTION     DOES    NOT    LIE    IN    AGGRESSION    AND    OCCUPATION    BUT    IN     A

pOLITlcAL    FRAMEwORi{    \.,)HIGH    REcOGNlzEs   THE    RIGH'r   OF    ALI.    sTATEs

IN      THE      REGION      TO      E<XIST      WITHIN      SECURE      AND      INTERNATIONALLY

RECOGNIZED   BORDERS.     IT   iMUST   ALSO   13E   ONE   WIIICH,   A.T   TllE   SAME   TIME,

REFUSES   TO   ACQUIESCE   IN   AGGRESSION   AND   RECOGNIZES   THE   RIGHTS   OF
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THE   PALESTINIAN   PEOPLE   TO  SELF   DE'l`ERMINATION   INCLUDING   THE   RIGHT  '

TO   A   I]OMELAND.     TO   THIS   END,   WE   CONTINUE  TO   URGE   FINALIZATION   OF

Tl+E   CONSULTATIONS   AND   TIIE   PAVING   0F   TIIE   WAY   FOR   THE   CONVENING

OF  AN  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON  Tl]E  MII)DljE-EAST.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

THE    PEOPLE   OF   AFRICA   AND   TI]OSE   IN   THE   ARAB   WORLD   ARE

INEXTRICABLY   LINKEI)   BY   BLOO1),   llls'I`ORY,   GEOGRAPHY   AND   THOUSANDS

OF   YEARS   0F   INTERACTION.   THESE   BONDS   FOUNI)ED   ON   THE   MUTUALITY

OF    INTERESTS    HAVE    BEEN    SUSTAINED    BY    STRONG    SOLIDARITY    BETWEEN

THE   TWO   PEOPLES  OVER   THE   CENTURIES.    AT   THIS  JUNCTURE  IN   HISTORY,

THIS   SOLIDARITY   IS   ALL   THE  ^IORE   NEEl)El)   TO   SUSTAIN   THOSE   BONDS  AND

TO      FOR.GE      UNITY     AND      COMMON      INTERESTS.       STRONGER     AFRO-ARAB

COOPERATION      MUST      BE      THE      MANIFESTATION      OF      Tl-IAT      SOLIDARITY.

ACCORDINGLY,  WE  INTEND  TO  PURSUE  VIGOROUSLY  THOSE  OF  OUR  COMMON

PROGRAMS   \\1lTH   TIIE  ARAB   LEAGUE   WI-IICH   ARE  IN   PROCE.SS.    I  WOULD  LIl+E

TO    SEIZE    THIS    OPPORTUNITY    TO    EXTEND    MY    CONGRATULATIONS   TO    DR

ESMAT     ABDEL-MAGUID,     THE     NEWLY     ELECTED    SECRETARY-GENERAL    OF

THE    LEAGUE    OF    ARAB    ST.+TES.     WITH    THIS   ELECTION    AND    THE    EFFORTS

AT   RECONCILIATION   AMOXG   THE   MEMBER   STATES   OF   THE   ARAB   LEAGUE,

IT     IS     OUR     INTENTION      TO     PURSUE     VIGOROUSLY     OUR     RELATIONS     OF

COOPERATION    WITH    THE   LEAGUE.     MOREOVER   AND    WITH    THE   TRANSFER

OF   THE   ARAB   LEAGUE   BACK   TO   CAIRO,   THE   GENERAL   SECRETARIAT   HAS

BEGUN    ARRANGEiMENTS   TO   SHIFT   OUR   EXECUTIVE    SECRETARIAT   T0   THE

ARAB  LEAGLTE  TO  CAIRO  AS  WELL.

`
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

EXCELLENCIES,

DISTINGUISHED  DELEGATES,

WE   HAVE   COME   T0   A13UJA   FOR   A   RENDEZ-VOUS   WITH   HISTORY.

TEN   YEARS  AGO  IN   LAGOS,  AFRICA  ADOPTED  THE  LAGOS  PLAN  OF  ACTION

AND  ITS  FINAlj  ACT.    IN   1980,  OUR  MEMHER  S'1`A.1`ES  COM^IITTEI)  THEMSELVES,

INDIVIDUALLY  AND  COLLECTIVELY,  TO  TIIE  PRINCIPLE  OF  COLLECTIVE  SELF-

RELIANCE.    IT  WAS  A  COMMITMENT  TO  STRENGTIIEN  'l`1lE  EXISTING  REGIONAL

ECONOMIC   COMMUNITIES  AND  TO   CREATE   NEW   ONES  \\`IIERE  THEY   DO  NOT

EXIST  S0   AS   TO   PAVE   THE   WAY   FOR   TIIE  ESTABLISIIMENT  OF  THE  AFRICAN

ECONOMIC   COMMUNITY.     THE   TREATY,   WHICI-I   WILL   BE   SIC;NEI),  IS  A   CLEAR

DEMONSTRA'l`I0N      OF      TIIE     FULFILL^tlENT     0F     TllESE     CC)MMITMENTS.       IT

CONSTITUTES    AN    EMBODI,MENT    0F    THE    POLITICAL    \`:lLI.    TO    COOPERATE

THAT  IS   REQUIRED  IN   ORDER  TO   REALIZE  T1]E  0BJECTI\-ES  WHICH   THE  OAU

MEMBER   STATES  SET   FOR   THEMSELVES  TO   ATTAIN   DURING   THE   1990s.    THIS

[S   A   SIGNIFICANT   ACH]E\,rE.MENT   FOR   T]]E   OAU.    ]T  [S  .+N   IMPORTANT   LEAP

INTO     TI:IE     1990s    PARTICULARLY     SINCE     THE    IMPERATIVES    OF    CURRENT

FUNDAMENTAL   CHANGES   AND   DEVELOPMENTS   WHICH    .+RE   TAKING   PLACE

IN   THE   WC)RLD   REQUIRE   0F   US  TO   RELAUNCII   OUR  COLLECTIVE  POLITICAL

R.ESOLVE   IN   ORDER   TO   SURVIVE   THE   UNDER-CURRENTS   OF   THE   ECONoiMIC

DOLDRUMS OF  OUR  CONTINENT.

SI.NCE   FEBRUARY,   THIS   YEAR,   THE   GENER.AL   SECRETARIAT   HAS

CONTINUED    WITH   THE    WORK   ON    THE    DRAFT   TREATY    ESTABLISHING   THE

CO^lMUNITY     BEFORE     ITS     SUBMISSION     TO     OUR     HEADS.   OF     STATE     AND

GOVERNMENT.     IN    ADDITION,   TIIE   GENERAL   SECRETARIAT   CONTINUED   TO
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CARRY   OUT   DESK   RESEARCI-I   ON   THE   STUDIES  RELATING   TO   THE   VARIOUS.

PROTOCOLS   WHICH   SHALL   BE   ANNEXEI)   TO   THE   TREATY.    THIS  IS  A   MAJOR

EXERCISE    WIIICH    REQUIRES   IN-I)EPTII    STul)IES    ANI)    RESEARCH    BOTH    AT

TIIE   I)ESK   AND  IN  THE  FIELl).   .I  AM   GLAD  TO  REPORT,  MR  CIIAIRMAN,  THAT

WITH      THE      ASSISTANCE      0F      TllE      UNDP,      AND      TOGETHER      WITH      TI]E

COOPERATING     SECRETARIATS     OF     TIIE     ECA     AND     AD13,.   WE     HAVE     NOW

RECRUITEI)   A   TEAM   OF   CONSuL'1`AN'l`S   WIIOIM   WE   IIAVE   FIELl)EI)   OUT   ANI)

WIIO    ARE    CURRENTLY    VISITING    TIIE    IIEAl)QUARTERS    OF    THE    REGIONAL

ECONOMIC    COMMUNITIES   AND   TIIE   IN'l`ERGOVERNMENTAlj    ORGANIZATIONS

IN      EAcll      OF      T1]E     REGIONS.       THE     TEA^I      OF     CONSULTANTS     WILL     BE

ACCOMPANIED   BY    THEIR    COUNTERPARTS   F1`OiM    THE   0AU,   ECA   AND   ADB

SECRETARIAI`S.     THEY    WIljL    COLLECT   THE    I)ATA    W11Icl]    IS   RELEVANT   TO

TIIE    TERMS    OF    REFERENCE    FOR   Tl]EIR   STUI)lES.     WE    HAVE,   IN    ADDITION,

ASKED   THE   CONSULTANTS   TO   HOLD    DISCUSSIONS   WITH    GOVERNMENTS   OF

THE    REGION    IN    ORDER   TO   GET   THEIR   VIEWS.     FOLLOWING   THE   OUTCOME

OF   TIIEIR   STUDIES   AND   CONSULTATIONS,   IT   IS   EXPECTED   THAT   THEY   WILL

PREPAR,E     A     CO^IPREHENSI\'E     DRAFT    PROTOCOL    ON     THE     RELATIONSHIP

BETWEEN      THE      FUTURE      CO.\!\IUNITY      AND      THE      REGIONAL      ECONO^IIC

GROUPINGS.

AS    ENVISAGED,     SOI^1E    0F    THE    PRINCIPAL    OBJECTIVES    OF    THE

COMMUNITY    SHALL    CONSIST,    FIRST    AND    FOREiMOST,   OF   STRENGTHENING,

HAR^IONISING      AND      COORI)IN_\TING      THE     ACTIVITIES     OF     THE     EXISTING

REGIONAL   ECONO.`IIC   CoiM.`1U+[TIES.     THEY   WILL,   IN   ADDITION,   STUDY  AND

RECOMMEND      THE      MODALITIES      FOR      THE      RATIONALIZATION      OF      THE

.+CTIVITIES    OF    OTHER     INTER-GOVERNMENTAL    ORGANIZATIONS    IN     EACH

OF    THE    REGIONAL    ECONO.^IIC    COMMUNITIES    SUCII    AS    :    THE    ECONOMIC

P'`
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COMMUNITY  OF  WEST AFlucAN  STATES (ECOWAS),  THE  PREFERENTIAL  TRADE `

AREA     FOR     EASTERN     AND     SOUTHERN      AFRICA     (PTA),     THE     ECONOMIC

CO^'1MUNITY    OF    TI]E   CENTRAL   AFRICAN    STATES   (ECCAS)    AND   THE   ARA13

MAIIGREB   UNION.    TIIESE  AND.OT[IER  RELATED  STUDIES  WILL  BE  SUBMITTED

To    CoUNCIIJ    THRoUGH    T||E    PERMANENT    Sr|.EER|NG    CoMM|TTEE    DURING

THE  THIRD  QUARTER  OF  THIS YEAR.

MR  CHAIRMAN,

DLIRING   THE   FIFTY-TllIRl)   SESSION   OF`   TllE   COUNCIL,  I   REPORTED

ABOUT   THE    PREPARATOR\'    ARRANGEMENTS    FOR    II0L1)ING   A   HIGH~LE\-Elj

iMEETING     ON     THE    COOPERATION     13ETWEEN     THE     OAU     AND    TI]E     UNITED

NATIONS   SYSTEM.     I   AM   NOW   PLEASEl)   '1`0   INFORiM   'l`llE   COUNCIL   TIIAT  `l`}IE

.\lEETING    WAS   HELD   IN   ADl)IS   ABABA,   FROM   2-5   APRIL    1991.     Tl-IE   REPORT

OF    THIS    MEETING   IS   CONT.+INE1)   IN    A    I)OCUMENT   13EFORE   THE   COUNCIL.

THE   .MEETING,  RECO^lMENDED  A  NUM13ER  0F  MEASURES  \\'HICH  WILL  ENSURE

CLOSER        COOPERATION         BETWEEN        '1`llE        TWO        ORGANIZATIONS        AND

PARTICULARLY  AS  REGARDS  THE  UN   SUPPORT  TO  OAU'S  EFFORTS  TO  13UILD

TI-IE  AFRICA.N  ECONOMIC  CoiM^IUNITY.    IN  THIS  CONNECTION,  IT  WAS AGREED

THAT  THE   UNITED  NATIoiNS  SYSTEM-WII)E  ORGANIZATIO+  AND  ITS  AGENCIES

\.`'ILL     TAKE      DUE     ACCOUNT     OF     OAU'S     PRIORITIES     A.ND     REQUIREMENTS

RELATING   TO   THE   AFRICAN   ECONoiMIC   COMMUNITY   IN    PREPARING   THEIR

RESPECTIVE  WORK  PROGR.+.`IiMES.    THE  UN  SYSTEM  WILL,  INI  ADDITION,  ASSIST

THE   OAU  IN   VARIOUS  OTHER   SECTORAL   ACTIVITIES  IN   THE   FIELD   OF   FOOD

.+ND     AGRICULTURE,     EN\-IRONMENT     AND     DEVELOPMENT,     SCIENCE     AND

TECHNOLOGY   AS   WELL   AS   IN   DEALING   WITII   THE   QUESTIC)N   C)F   REFUGEES,

DISPLACED  PERSONS  AND  E.\lERGENCY  SITUATIONS.

?`
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

fngii

I      WOULD     LIKE     TO     SINGLE     OUT     AN     IMPORTANT     AREA     OF

COOPERATION   BETWEEN   THE   OAU   ANl)   THE   UNI)P,   AT   A   TIME   WHEN   THE

UNDP     IS     CURltENTLY     INVOLVEI)     IN     THE     PREPARATION     OF     ITS     FIFTH

PROGRAMME     CYCI.E     FOR     THE     PERIOD     1991-1996.       TIIE     OAU     GENERAL

SECRETARIAT    IIAS    TAKEN    KEEN    INTEREST   IN    THE    WORK    OF    THE    UNDP

ESPECIALLY    AS   REGARDS   ITS   REGIONAL    DEVELOP^1ENT   COMPONENTS   OF

ASSISTANCE     TO     AFRICA.      IT     IS    IN     TIIIS    CONNECTION     THAT    THE    OAU

PARTICIPATED   IN   TI]E   PREPARATORY   MEETING   OF   THE   UN   AGENCIES  AND

AFRICAN     INTER-GOVERNMENTAL     ORGANIZATIONS     WHICH     WAS     HELD     IN

ABIDJAN,   IN   FEBRUARY   THIS   YEAR.     THE   OAU   UNDERLINED   THE   NEED   FOR

THE   UNITED    NATIONS   AND   ITS   AGENCIES   T0   COOPERATE    WITII   THE   OAU

IN      ORDER      TO      ENSURE      THE      RATIONALIZATION,      COORDINATION      AND

PROGRAM^IING   OF    UN   DEVELOPMENT   ASSISTANCE   TO   AFRICAN   ECONO^'IIC

INTEGRATION   GROUPINGS   WITHIN   THE   CONTEXT   AND   FRAMEWORK   OF   THE

TREATY  ESI`ABLISHING  THE  AFRICAN   ECONOMIC  COMi\1L.NITY.    THE  GENERAL

SECRETARI.+T   WILL   CONTINUE   TO   FOLLOW-UP   TIIIS   ^IATTER  SO  THAT  UNDP

DEVELOPMENT    ASSISTANCE    TO    THE    REGIONAL     ECONOMIC    COMMUNITIES

AND    TO   THE   OAU    SHALL    13E   ALIGNED    WITH    THE   NEED   TO   SUPPORT   THE

PROGRAM.\lES  RELATED  TO  INTEGRATION.

LAST    YEAR,    I    SPOKE    OF    THE    UNDP    SpoiNSORED    PROJECT    TO

IMPROVE   THE   SER\'ICES   AND   FUNCTIONING   OF   THE   PRINTING   UNIT.     YOUR

EXCELLENCIES     \VILL     HAVE     NOTICED     A     MARKED     I.`IPROVEMENT    IN     THE

QUALITY   OF    PRINT   IN    THE    DOCUMENTS   BEFORE   YOU.   .THIS   IS   A   RESULT

OF   THE   COMPUTERIZATION   OF   THE    PRINTING   UNIT   AND   COMPLETION   OF

`
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THE   INSTALLATION   0F   TllE   PLANT.    TIIE   UNIT   IS   NOW  IN   FULL   OPERATION

AND   WAS  OFFICIALLY   COMMISSI0NEl)   ON   20   MAY  THIS  YEAR..    I   WISH,  ONCE\

AGAIN,   TO   THANK   THE   UNI)P   FOR   TIIIS  AND  THE   CONTINUING   ASSISTANCE

IN       OTHER       AREAS,       ESPECIALLY       THE      COMPUTERIZATION       AND       THE

IMPROVEMENT   IN    THE   MANAGERIAL   AND   ADMINISTRATIVE   SKILLS   OF   THE

STAFF  OF  TIIE  ORGANIZATION.

(:,

IN       THE      FIELD      OF      1]U^IAN      RESOURCE      DEVELOPMENT      AND

POPULATION   ISSUES,   I   IIAVE   ALREADY   REPORTED   ON   TIIE   ESTABLISHMENT

0F   A   UNIT   0N   POPULATION   AND   I)EVELOPMENT  IN   TIIE  SECR,ETARIAT.    TIIE

UNIT   IS   NOW    PREPARING   THE   GROUNI)WORK    INCLUI)ING    CONSULTATIONS

WITII    RELEVANT   INTERXATIONAL   ORGANIZATIONS   IN    ORI)ER   TO   CONVENE

THE   FIRST   SESSION   OF   THE   OAU   POPULATION   COMMISsloN   IN   TI]E   SECOND

HALF  OF  TIIIS  YEAR.    \`.jlTH   REGARD  TO  TllE  QUESTION  OF  I]UMAN  RESOURCE

DEVELOPMENT,    THE    GENIERAL    SECRETARIAT   IS    WOR.I:ING    VERY    CLOSELY

WITH   THE   ORGANIZATIONT   OF   AFRICAN   TRAI)E   UNION    UNITY   (OATUU),   THE

PAN_AFRICAN       EMPLo\.ER,S      CoNFE]]ERAr]`]oN      tpAEcj,      THE      EAST      AND

SOUTIIERN     AFRICAN     Ill.+NAGEMENT     INSTITUTE     (ESAi\1I)     AND     TI+E    ILO     IN

ORDER  TO  EXPLORE  POSSIBILITIES  FOR  SETTING  UP  REGIONAL  PRODUCTI\;ITY

CENTR.ES.      THESE,    IT    IS    HOPED,    WILL    BE    EVENTUALLY    MERGED    INTO    AN

AFRICAN            CENTRE            FOR            MANAGEMENT,            PRODUCTIVITY            .+ND

ENTREPRENEURSHIP           DEVELOPMENT,          SUPPORTING           DIRECTLY           THE

INTEGRATION  PROCESS.

MR  CIIAIR.`1AN,

THE   SIGNATURE   0F   THE   TREATY   AND   TIIE   CONSEQUENT   FUSION

P'`
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OF   THE   AFRICAN   ECONOMIC   COMMUNITY   WITII   THE  OAU  WILL,  OF  COURSE,

ENTAIL    FUNDAMENTAL    REVIEW    0F    THE    SECRETARIAT    IN    TERMS   OF    ITS

AGENDA,   MANDATE   AND   STRUCTURE.     IT   WILL   REQUIRE   A   RE-APPRAISAL

OF    TIIE    EFFECTIVENESS    OF    THE    EXISTING    INS'I`ITUTIONAL    SET-UP    WITHIN

THE    SECRETAluAT    AND    A     RE-ASSESSMENT    OF     THE     HUMAN     RESOURCE

CAPACITY   NOW  AVAILABLE   SO   AS  T0   SEE   ITS   POTENTIAL   IN   DEALING   WITH

TI-IE    NEW    CI-IALLENGES    13EFORE    TIIE    ORGANIZATION.      APART    FROM    THE

ECONOMIC    COMMUNITY    MATTERS,    IT    WILL    BE    NECESSARY,   IN    ADDITION,

TO   TAKE    COGNIZANCE    OF    THE    NEW   PERSPECTIVES   EMERGING   IN    AFRICA

AND   WllICII   TI]E   0AU   \``JILL   HAVE   TO   AI)DI'`ESS.     I   HAVE   IN   MIND   l]ERE   TIIE

NEW  ISSUES  SUCII  AS  HU^IAN  RIGllTS,  ENVIRONMENT,  CONFLICT  RESOLUTION,

DEMOCRATIZATION    AND    OTHERS,    WllICII    WILL    I]A\'E    TO    BE    DEALT    WITH

COMPREHENSIVELY    IF    TllE    AFRICAN    ECONOMIC    CO^1MUNITY   IS   TO   TAKE-

OFF    AND    FUNCTION.     IN    THIS   EXERCISE    OF    APPR.+ISAL,   I    REALIZE    THAT

THERE   Aim   THOsE  REspONslBILITIEs  wHlcH   REST  wlTHIN  TiiE  COMPETENCE

0F       MEMBER      STATES      AND      TIIOSE      WHICH      ARE      FOR      THE      GENERAL

SECRETARIAT.     AT   OUR   LE\.EL,   WE   HAVE   BEGUN   TO   THINK   LOUD   ON    HOW

WE  SEE  THE  FUTURE  OAL-\VITHIN   TIIE  CONTEXT  OF  THESE  NEW  CHALLENGES

AND   THE   KIND   OF   MANPO\.VER,  INSTITUTIONAL   AND   STRUCTURAI,   REFORMS

OR   ADJUSTMENTS   WHICH    \uLL   BE   REQUIRED.     FOR   THIS   PURPOSE,   I   HAVE

SET   UP    A    TASK    FORCE    ON    THE    FUTURE   ROLE   AND    STRUCTURE   OF   THE

GENERAL    SECRETARIAT    TO    STUDY    ANI)    ADVISE    ON    HOW    THE    GENERAL

SECRETARIAT   SEES   AND    SITUATES   ITSELF    WITHIN    THE    NEW   IMPERATIVES.

THE   FULL   REPORT   0N    THE   MATTER   WILL,   SUBSEQUENTLY,   BE   SUBMITTED

T0  THE  COUNCIL  OF  MINISTERS.

a.`
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

AFRICA    [S    [NCREAS]NGLy     AFFL[Cr]`E,]    By    T]]E    CoNSEQUENCES

OF   THE   DEGRADATION   0F   THE   ENVIRC)NMENT.     THE   SURVIVAL   0F   AFRICA

WILL    DEPEND    UPON    HER   A13lLITY    TO    l`EVERSE    THE   CURRENT   TREND   C)F

DEGRADATION     OF     THE     CONTINENT'S     NATURAL     RESOURCES    AND     LIFE

SUPPORT    SYSTEM    AND    CLEANING     UP    OF    OUR    UR13AN    CENTRES.      POOR

HEALTH   PR013LEMS  ARISING  OUT  OF   POOR  SANITATION,   WATER  POLLUTION,

DEFORESTATION,      POOR     LANI)      I-1US13ANDRY     AND     OTHER     THREATS     TO

ENVIRONMENTAL          STABILITY          ARE          LINKED          TO          POVERTY          AND

UNDER-DEVELOPMENT.     TIIE    EFFORTS    '1`0    SAFEGUARI)   OUR   ENVIRONMENT

WILL,   THEREFORE,   BE    MEANINGFUL   IF    TI]EY   ARE   LINI{EI)   TO   THE   WHOLE

QUESTION  C)F  DEVELOPMENT.

IT  WILL  ALSO  BE  NECESSARY  TO  ENSURE  THAT  TIIE  PRESERVATION

OF      THE      EN\'IRONiMENT     IS      RECOGNIZED      AS     A      l¢EY      COMPONENT     0F

DEVELOPMENT        AND        INTEGRATEI)        lN        OUR        RESPECTIVE        NATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT          PLANS          ANl)          PROGRAMS.           BUT          .+         SUSTAINABLE

ENVIRONMENTAL    POLICY    ^1uST    BE    ONE    WHICII    PRO^IOTES   GROWTII    AND

DEVELOPMENT    AND    PLACES,    AT   THE    I)ISPOSAL   OF   TIIE   COMMON    MAN   IN

AFRICA,   VIABLE   OPTIONS.     THESE   VIABLE   OPTIONS   SUCH    AS   ALTERNATIVE

SOURCES     OF      ENERGY,     13ETTER      FAR.`IING     METHODS,      PRESER.VING     THE

BALANCE   OF    THE   EC:OSYSTE.\I    WITII   Ii^1PR,OVED    YIELDS   ARE   ALL   POSSIBLE

ONLY   WITH   DEVELOP^1ENT.    THIS,  THEREFORE,  MAKES  IT   I.\IPERATIVE  THAT,

AS  AFRICA  PREPARES  FOR  TllE  BRAZIL   ENVIRONMENT  CONFERENCE  IN   1992,

.+CCENT  SHOULD  BE  PUT  ON   THE  DUAL  .`PPROACII  OF  AFRICA  TO  THE  ISSUE

OF     PRESERVING     THE     ENVIRONMENT.       IT     MUST     BE     LINKEI)     WITH     THE

q'`
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ELIMINATION    OF    GL013AL    POVERTY    AND    '1`0    I)EVELOPMENT    GENERALLY.

TO   SUSTAIN   THIS   POSITION   IN   Tl]E   FACE   OF   SO   MUCH   LIKELY   OPPOSITION,

WE  MUST   FIRE   UP   OUR   PREPARATION   OF   A  COMMON   POSITION   AS  A  GROUP

AS  SOON  AS  POSS113LE.

se

WITH       THE      ADOPTION      OF      THE      BAMAKO      COMMITMENT      ON

ENVIRONMENT   AND   I)EVELOPMENT   'l`HIS   JANUARY,   AFRICA   HAS   13EGUN   ON

THE       RIGI-IT       COURSE       OF       LINKING       ENVIRONMENT       TO       SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPI^lENT.      ALSO,    Tl]E    ADOPTION    OF    TIIE    13A^lAKO    CONVENTION    ON

THE   BANNING   OF   Tl]E   IMPORT   OF   IIAZARI)OUS   WASTES   INTO   AFRICA   AND

THE    CONTROL    OF   Tl]EIR   TRANSBOUNDARY   MOVEi^IENT   WAS   A   ^1ILESTONE

IN     THE     EFFORTS    T0    STEM     Tl]E    POLLUTION     OF     OUR     ENVIRONiMENT.      I,

THEREFORE,     URGE     'I`HOSE     COUNTRIES     WHICI]      HA\'E     NOT     SIGNED     THE
I

CONVENTloN  TO  DO  SO  AND  THOSE  WHICII   I]AVE  DONE  SO  TO  DEPOSIT  THEIR

INSTRUMENTS  OF  RATIFICATION  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE.

J^1 R  C H AI R M A N ,

LAST    YEAR,    I    REPORTED    ON    MY    CONSULTATIVE    VISITS    TO

^1EMBER   STATES.    IN   THE   COURSE   OF   THE   PAST   YEAR,  I   HAVE   CONTINUED

WITH   THESE  VISITS.    I   HAVE   FOUND   THEM   TO   BE  IN`rALUABLE  IN   AFFORDING

^1E   NOT   ONLY   THE   OPPORTUNITY   TO   CONSULT   WITH   THE   LEADERSHIP   BUT

ALSO  TO  SEE  THE  COUNTRIES  AND  THE  PEOPLE  :  TO  SEE,  AT  CLOSER  RANGE,

THEIR   PR013LE.\1S   AND    APPRECIATE   TI-IEIR   EFFORTS.     THESE   VISITS,   WHICH

HAVE  SO   FAR  TAKEN   iME  TO  THIRTY   FIVE  COUNTRIES,   HAVE  SHOWN   ME  THE

FULL   MAGNITL:DE  OF   THE  PR013LE^IS  AND  Tl]EIR  COM^I.ONALITY  TO  AFRICA.

P,`
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THIS  HAS,  IN  TURN,  REINFORCED  MY  CONVICTION  T[IAT,  GIVEN  THE  COMMON

NATURE    OF    OUR    PROBLEMS,   AFRICA    CAN    SOLVE   THEM    ONLY   THROUGI]

A   COMMON,   INTEGRATEI)   APPROACIl.     I   AM    llAPPY   TO   SAY   THAT   THIS,   I

FOUND   ALSO,   TO   BE   THE   VIEW   COMMONLY   HELD   BY    ALL   TIIE   I.EADERS   I

WAS  PRIVIl,EGEI)  TO  MEET.

IN   MARcl1,  THIS  YEAR,  I  PAIl)  VISITS  T0  TI-IE  COMOR.OS,  MAURITIUS,

KENYA    AND    SEYCllELLES.     IN    ALL    THESE    COUNTRIES,    I    WAS    ABLE    TO

CONSuljT  \VITH  PRESIDEN.l`  I)JOHAR,  PluME  MINISTER  ANEEROO1)  JUGNAUTH,

PRESIDENTS    MOI   AND   RENE   RESPECTIVELY   ON    THE   SITUATION   IN    AFRICA

AND    Tl]E   \\.JORLI)   AT   LARGE   AND   \`.JllAT   'I`IIE   OAU    C.\N    I)0   T0   FACE   THE

MULTIPLICI'1`Y     0F    CHALLENGES    BEFORE    OUR    CONTINENT.      I    BENEFITED

GREATLY   F`1toM   THEIR   \\JISE   COUNSEl.     I   ALSO   IIELD   LENGTHY   I)ISCUSSIONS

WITH    THE    .MINISTERS   ANl)    TOP    OFFICIALS   OF    TIIESE    COUNTRIES.     IN    THE

THREE   INDIAN   OCEAN   S'I`i\TES,  I   WAS  ENCOURAGEI)   8\-THEIR   I)ETERMINED

EFFORTS   TO    CONSOLIDATE   THE   BON1)S   WHICH    LINI+    THEM   TO   MAINLAND

AFRICA    AND    JOINTLY    WITH    MAI)AGf\SCAR    '1`0    PljA\-    .+N    ACTIVE   ROLE   IN

THE  PTA  TIIROUGH   THE  ORGANIZATION  0F  INI)IAN  OCE.+N  STATES.    I  UR.GED

THEM    TO    13RING   iMAINLANI)    AFRICA    INTO   EVEN    GRE.+TER    FOCUS   IN    TllE

ISLANDS.

IN    Coi^IOROS,   I.N   PARTICULAR,   I   APPRECIATED   THE   EFFORTS   OF

THE    PEOPLE   STRUGGLING   TO   SHIRK   THE   LEGACY   OF    MERCENARISM    .+ND

STEADLY  BUILDING  IN   ITS   PLACE  THE  FOUNDATIONS  OF   DEMOCRATIC  RULE.

I  LEFT  ENCOURAGED  BY  Tl]E  PROGRESS  MADE  SO  FAR  .+ND  CONFIDENT  THAT

CO^IOROS   IS   FINDING   HER   FEET   AGAIN   AND   ON   THE   ROAD   TO   NATIoiNAL

UNITY   AND   CONSOLIDATING   DEMOCRATIC   GOVERNiME.\T.     DURING   MY   TRIP

a,`
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TO  THE  COMOROS,  THE  ISSUE  OF  M^YO'1`TE  WAS  13ROUGHT  TO  MY  ATTENTION`

BY  THE  COMORIAN   LEADERSHIP.    I   WOULD  Aljso  LIKE  T0  REPORT  THAT  THE

OPPOSITION   LEADERS,   WI-loM   I   WAS   A13LE   T0   MEET,   ALSO   INSISTED   ON   THE

COMORIAN     SOVEREIGNTY    OVER    TI]E     RESTORATION     OF    TI+E    ISLAND    OF

MAYOTTE.     THIS   IS   EVIDENCE   OF   TIIE   EX'I`ENT   TO   WHICH   THE   PEOPLE   0F

THE   COMOROS  ARE   UNITEI)   OVER  THIS  ISSUE.    TI]E   AD   HOG   COMMITTEE  ON

MAYOTTE   WILL   CONVENE,   IN   THE   COURSE   OF   'I`l]IS   SESSIOIN   OF   COUNCIL,

TO   CONSII)ER   THIS   ISSUE.    IT   IS   MY   HOPE,   PARTICULARLY   IN   VIEW   OF   THE

NEW  CHANGES  '1`AKING   PLACE  IN  TIIE  WORLI),  TIIAT  GREATER  COOPERATION

AND    UNDERSTANDING    WILL   BE    DEMONSTRATEI)   BY   TIIE   GOVERNMENT   OF

FRANCE   SO   THAT   THE   ISSUE   OF   TIIE   RETURN   OF   ^1.\YOTTE   TO   COMOROS

CAN  BE  RESOLVED.

1N    APRIL,    I    PAIL)    A    VISIT    TO   BURUNDI    WHERE,   IN    ADDITION    TO

MEETING     .+N1)    HOLl)ING     CONSUL'l`A'l`IONS    WITH     PREsll)ENT    BUYOYA    ANI)

ME^'IBERS    OF     Ills    GO\'ERNMENT,    I    WAS    ABLE    TO    ATTEND    THE    DONORS

CONFERENCE    ON    THE    REPATRIATION     ANI)    RESETTLEiMENT    OF    BURUNDI

REFUGEES.       DURING     i^1Y     VISIT     THERE,     I     WAS     MUcll    .INSPIRED     BY     THE

POLITICAL   COURAGE   I)Ei\loNSTRATEI)   BY   TllE   LEADERSHIP   IN   PUTTING   AN

END   TO   DIVISIVE   POLITICS  AND   DETERMINING   T0   PURSUE   VIGOROUSLY   THE

ROAD   OF    UNITY   AND    NATIONAL    RECONCILIATION    A.\10NG   ITS   PEOPLE.     IF

THE   PROGRAM   OF   REPATRIATING   THE   REFUGEES   IS   FINALLY   SUCCESSFUL,

WE  WILL  H.+VE  BEGUN   TO  WRITE  A  NEW  POLITICAL  CHAPTER  IN  OUR  HISTORY

AS   A    PEOPLE.     BURUNDI    WILL,   OF   COURSE,   NEED   FIN]ANCIAL   ASSISTANCE

TO  HANDLE  THE  REPATRIATION  AND  RESETTLEMENT  OF  THE  RETURNEES.

`
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

IN   MY   LAST   YEAR   AI)I)RESS,   I   SPOKE   OF   TI]E   EFFORTS   WE   ARE

DEPLOYING     TO     REGULARIZE     TIIE     RECRUITMENT     AND     ADMINISTRATIVE

SYSTEMS  WITIIIN  Tl]E  GENERAL  SECRETARIAT.    WITH  TIIE  ADOPTION   OF  THE

NEW  STAFF  RULES AND  REGULATIONS,  WE  IIAVE  CONTINUED  TO  SEEK  BETTER

METHODS      OF       RECRUITMENT,      PLACING      E^1PIIASIS      0N       PROFESSIONAL

COMPETENCE     AND     ON      THE     NEEI)     TO     GRADUA1.LY     EFFECT     GREATER

BALANCE  0F   REPRESENTATION   OF   MEM13ER  S'I`A'l.ES.    IN'I`ERNALLY,  WE   HAVE

MANAGED   TO  IDENTIFY   POSTS   FOR  INTERNAL   PROMOTION   AND   PERSONNEL

MOVEMENTS   AS   A   MEANS   OF   BETTER   UTll,IZATION   OF   'I`I]E   MANPOWER   WE

HAVE.     GREATER   EFFICIENCY   ANI)   RATIONAL   UTILIZA'l`ION   OF   THE   HU^1AN

RESOURCES  WILL  NATURALLY  IMPAC'1`  POSITIVELY  0N  S..\VINGS.

WHILE    WE    ENDEAVOUR   T0    DEMAND    EFFICIENCY   ON    THE    PART

OF     'I`IIE     STAFF,     WE     INTEND     TO     COUPLE    IT     WITH     IMPROVED     WORKING

CONDITIONS   INCLul)ING   REMUNERA'1`IONS.     THIS   IS   INESCAPABLE   IF,   AS   AN

ORGANIZATION,     OAU      `\:ILL     13E     A131.E     T0     ATTRACT     NEW     AND     HIGHLY

MOTIVATED   TALENT   OR   RETAIN   THOSE  ALREADY   EMPLOYEI).    THIS  IS  MAl)E

ALL   THE   `10RE   URGENT   BY   THE   NEW   CHALLENGES   \\`HICH   WE   ARE   GOING

TO   FACE.     IF   WE   ARE   TO   FULLY   IIANI)LE   THE   CHALLENGES  OF   ECONO^IIC

INTEGRATION,   CONFLICT    RESOLUTION    AND   OTHERS,    WE   WILI.   CERTAINLY

REQUIRE     A     VERY     I]IGH     CALIBRE     OF    STAFF,    HIGHLY    CO.MPETENT     AND

MOTIVATED  AND  NATURALLY  PROPERLY  REMUNARATED.
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MR  CHAIRMAN,

CONFLICTS     13EAR     I)IREC'l`IjY     ON     TIIE    SOCIO-ECONOMIC     STATE

OF   THE   CONTINENT.    THE   PIIENOMENON   OF   REFUGEES,   EXTREME   POVERTY

AND    SOCIAL    UP-HEAVALS   ARE   INVERSELY    PROPORTIONAL   T0   THE   STATE

AND   LEVEL   OF   CONFLICTS   IN   MANY   0F   OUR   COUNTRIES.    AS   WE   EMBARK

ON   THE   NEW   PHASE   OF   ECONOMIC   I,113ERA'l`loN,   WE   ^lusT,   IN   AI)I)ITION   TO

CONSOLIDATING    OUR    MANY    GAINS,    ALSO    L113ERATE    OUR    ENERGIES    AND

RESOURCES    NOW    LOCKE1)    IN    WAS'l`EFUL    CONFLICTS    Tl.IAT    AFFLICT    OUR

CONTINENT.     WE   CAN   13E   A13LE   '1`0   I)0   SO   IF   WE   ESTA13LISH   A   SYNERGY   IN

OUR   EFFORTS   AND   STRATEGIES   GENERALLY.     WE   i^lusT   LINK   STRATEGIES

AND    PROCESSES   OF    ECONoiMIC    I)EVELOPMENT    WITH    THOSE   OF   CONFLICT

RESOLUTION    AND   PURSUE   THEM    IN    TANI)EM.     WE   i\1UST   ACCEPT   THAT,   IF

CONFLICTS   ON   OUR   CONTINENT   SEEI`1    ENDEMIC   AND    I]AVE   CONSISTENTLY

DEFIED     SC)LUTION,     IT     IS     NOT     TO     SAY,     THEREFORE,     TllAT    THEY     ARE

INFINITEL\'   INTRACTA13LE.     RATIIER   IT   IS   TO   SAY   TH.+T   TIIERE   IIAVE   13EEN

DEFICIENCIES    EITI-IER    IN    THE    REALM    OF    POLITICAL    UNDER.TAKINGS    AND

CojMMITMENTS   ON   TIIE   P!\RT   OF    ^1EiM13ER   STATES   OR   IN   THE   MECHANISMS

A\.AILABLE  FOR  CONFLICT  RESOLUTION.

THERE   IS,   THEREFORE,   AN   URGENT   NEED   FOR   A   NEW   OUTLOOK.

THIS     OUTLOOK     MUST     ENT.+IL     A     DEEP     RETHINKING    ON     THE    POLITICAL

PRIORITY    WE   GIVE   TO   CONFLICT   RESOLUTION   AND   THE   MEANS   WE   PLACE

AT    ITS    DISPOSAL.      THIS    OUTLOOK    .\1UST    EQUALLY    INVOLVE   IMAGINATION

AND    DYNAMIC   APPROACH   TO   THE   ISSUE   AS   A   WHOLE.     IT   MUST   INVOLVE

BOLD   INITIATIVES.     THE   DECISION   TAKEN   13Y   TllIS   DISTINGUISHED   COUNCIL,

LAST   FEBRUARY,   TO   SET   ASII)E   TOKEN   FINANCIAL   APPROPRIATION   IN   THE

or`
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BUDGET   TO   FUND   EFFORTS  AT  CONFLICT   RESOLUTION   WAS  A  SIGNIFICANT

POLITICAL     STATEMENT.       WHILE     THE     MONEY     WILL     FUND     SECRETARIAT

ACTIVITIES     IN     THIS     RESPECT,    TllE     NEEl)     FOR     A     MECHANISM     -    MORE

ELABORATE   AND   MORE   EMPOWERED   TO   DEAL   WITH   CONFLICT  RESOLUTION

-   REMAINS    AN    IMPERATIVE    WHICII    NEEDS    YOUR   CONSIDERATION   IN    DUE

COURSE.

MR  CHAIR^IAN,

r]`]][S    CoUNC]L     ]S    L\tEET[NG    AT    A    CRUCIAL    JUNCTURE    [N     ,]`HE

IIISTORY    OF    OUR    CONTI\ENT    AND    'l`11E    WORLD    AS    .+    WHOLE.      WE    .+RE

MEETING  A|`  A  TIME  W||EN  -.\  NEW  WoRL|)  oR|)ER  |S  EMERGING.   THE  PoL|r|.|CS

OF   COLD   \i..+R   HAVE  GIVE\   \.v.IY  TO   COOPERATIVE  REL.+TIONSHIPS  BET\..FEN

THE      UNITED      STATES     [\\D     THE      SOVIET      UNION.       E.+STERN     EUROPE     IS

UNDERGOING    FUNDAMENTAL    CHANGE.      wE    Alm    ALREADy    SEEING    soiME

INDICATIONS    OF    WllAT    THIS    NEW    \\'ORLD    ORDER    \\.ILL    LOOK    LIKE.     THE

RECENT     W.+R     IN     THE     GULF     ANI)     ITS    ONGOING     REPERCUSSIONS    BEAR

IMPORTANT    LESSONS.     13L-I   TIIE   CH.+LLENGE    13EFORE    THIS   COUNCIL   IS    T0

SEE  WHAT  ROLE  AFRICA  \`.ILL   PLAY  IN   THE  FASIIIONING  OF  THE  NEW  WORljD

ORDER.    WE   MUST  INSIST   THAT,   WIIATEVER  EMERGES  E\-ENTUALLY,  IT  MUST

BE   AN   ORDER   HINGED   0.\   LEGALITY   AND   THE   SCRUPULOUS  RESPECT   FOR

THE   PRINCIPLES   OF   INTERiNATIONAL    LAW.     IT   MUST   BE   AN   ORDER   WHICH

RECOGNIZES  THE  INDIVISIBILITY  OF  PEACE  AND  PROSPERITY  AND  ONE  WHICH

WILL    CHALLENGE    THE    \`.-ORLD    TO    GENUINE    INTERDEPENDENCE.      AFRICA

MUST    BE    PERMITTED    TO    BE+EFIT    FRotM    THE   IMPRO\-ED    INTERNATIONAL

PuLITICAL   CLIMATE.    A   PE:.+CE   DIVIl)ENI)  ACCRUING  FRoi^1  Tllls  NEW  ORDER

MUST     BE     _+     COMMITME`T     OF     THE     WORLI),     IN      PIRTICULAR     OF     THE

¢`
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l)EVELOPED  ECONOMIC  NORTII,  '1`0  'I`IIE  ERAI)ICATION  OF  POVERTY.

BUT   FOR   AFRICA   T0   ENJOY   TllE    FULL    BENEFITS   OF   THIS   NEW

EMEltGING   ORDER,   IT   ^1UST  BE   PREPARED   TO   RESEIZE   THE  INITIATIVE   AND

PROVE   '1`0   THE   WORLD   TIIAT   WE   ARE   CC)MMITTED   AND   READY   TO   DEpljoY

OUR   FULL   ENERGIES   AND   RESOURCES  TO   CONFLICT   RESOLUTION   AND   TO

A  UNITED  ASSAULT  ON  POVERTY  ANI)  UNI)ER-I)EVELOPMENT.

MR  CllAIRMAN,

IN   My   REpORT   ON   TliE   FUNI]AMENTAL   cilirNGEs  TAKING   PLACE

IN   THE   \\)ORI,D   AND   THEIR   IMPLICATIONS   TO   AFRIC.+   TABLED   BEFORE   THE

SUMMIT    LAST    YEAR,    I    TALKE1)    OF    TI+E    IMPERAT1\JES    AND    Cl+ALLENGES

BEFORE  AFRICA.    I  TALliED  OF  TI]E  URGENT  NEE1)  FOR  AFRICA  TO  RESPOND

TO    Tl]E    CI]ALLENGE    OF    WORKING    TOGETHER.      A    KEY    ELEMENT    IN    AN

AFRICAN    RESPONSE    TO    THESE    CHANGES,    I    SAW    TO    BE    OUR    UNITY    AND

COLLEC1`IVE       ACTION.         THE      ANTICIPATED       SIGNING      OF      THE      TREATY

ESTABLIsl]ING     TI]E     ECONOMIC     CO^'1MUNITY    SUBSL-.\1ES    THAT    SPIRIT    AND

EiMB0DIES   AFRICA'S   RESOLVE   TO   RISE   TO   THE   CIIALLENGE  OF   COLLECTIVE

SELF-RELIANCE.    IT   HAS  BEEN   A   LONG  JOURNEY   OF   TEN   YEARS  SINCE  THE

ADOPTION    OF   THE   LAGOS   PLAN   OF   ACTION   AND   THE   FINAL   ACT.     WHAT

THE   TREATy   REPRESEr+Ts  ls  NOT  oNLy  A  FRAME\.ORK   FOR  cooPERATloN

OR   SIMPLY   A   iMECIIANISM    FOR   INTEGRATION   OR   JUST   A   BLUE   PRINT   FOR

COLLECTIVE   SELF-RELIANCE.     INDEED,   IT   IS   ALL    THESE.     BUT   ABOVE   ALL,

ITS  SIGN.+TURE   WILL   BE   A  STATEl`IENT  OF  SOLEMN   POLITICAL  COMMITMENT

TO   WORK   TOGETHER,   TO   PULL   TOGETHER.    IT   WILL   BE   A   COMMITMENT   TO
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END    CONFLICTS,    TO    PUT    AN    EN1)    '1`0    TIIE   SCOURGE   0F    REFUGEES,    To
I

PROMOTE  1]UMAN  RIGHTS  ANl)  TO  ENCOURAGE  FURTHERDEMOCRATIZATION.

FOR  ONLY  THEN   CAN   THE  BUILDING  0F  TIIE  COMMUNITY  STAND  A  CHANCE.

THE    WORLl)    WILI.    BE    WATCI]ING    T0    SEE    AFRICA    EMERGE    TRIUMPIIANT.

CERTAINLY,  AFRICA  CANNOT  AFFOR1)  ANOTIIER  MISSED  CHANCE.    I  REMAIN

VERY     OPTIMISTIC     THAT     AFRICA     WILL     RISE     TO     THE     CHALLENGE     AND

CONFOUNI)    TI-IE    SCEPTICS.     TllIS   IS   OUR   CIIALLENGE    AND    WE    llAVE    THE

ABILITY,  TllE  WILL  AND  RESOURCES  TO  DO  IT.

I  'I`I]ANK   YOU.

`


