
UN leader stresses need
for Afro-Arab cooperation

By Michael Fernandez
Abu  Dhabl,  Jar.  31  0iN)  PTesldeni

of  tt{e  current  sesslon  of  the  Unlted
Natlons    General     Assembly    Salem
^hmed  Salem  of Tanzarita sald  today
that  he  was  vlsltlng  the   Aut  Gulf
states   to   stress   the    lmportar`ce   of
•`Afro-Ariil]     coopeTatlon           ln      the

polltled`      economrc      and      cultural
fields."

^t  a  televlsed   news  conference  at
the   Abu   Dhabl   Hllton   Hotel   here`
Salem  told' flewsmen  `ha`  he  belleved
(hls   ccoperaLlon   ®etween   Arab   and
ALfrlcar,  states) was'ulso   .vltal  not\only
ln  the  struggle  of the  two  contlnents
but    was    also    vltal    "to    strengthen
the   efforts    of   the    Unlted    Natlons
ln the pursult of Its objectlves."
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Salem sald he hnd come to the Gull
at     the     lnvltatlon§     of     the     Arab
governments    He  has  already  vlslted
Oman  and  kuwait.  Hls  next  stop wlll
be Qatar where he wlll arrlve on Feb 4
on  8`  onerdny  vtslt  retumlng  to  Abu
Dhabl on Fob. 5. `o fly to home to Den
es Salaam vla I)ubal.

`.Essentlally   my   vlslt   to   the   Arch

Gulf  countnes   ls   to   make   contacts
wlth    leadets   and   omclals   of   these
countrtes,  to   famlllulse   myself  wlth
these countrles and to lean from what
I  mlght  call  f`rst-hand  66sltlon  some
of the  problems Of the area as  well  as
get  an  ldca  or the  perspectlves  of the
Mlddle  East  problem`"  Salem  said  ln
reply   to   a   questlon   from   Emlrates

Palestlnlan   people  -   the   Palestlnlan
Llberatlon    Organlsatton    -    ln    that
exerctse, he said.

Salem    said    the    Unlted    Nations,
General  Assembly  hed  also  made  lt
very   clear  that   there   cannot   be   an'
acceptance      of     the      pnnclple      of
recognltlon        or       oocupatlon       by
"conquest."

ln  thls  connec`lon;  Salem  sold,  the
U.N.  hrh  "unequlyochly  condemned
the   lliegal   settlements"   whlch   have
been created an ln  Arab `eTmories and
also       condemned       the       "wanton
destructlon  that  has  been  commltted
by   the  bQmblng   of  clvlllan   amas   ln
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the resolutlons adopted by the Islamic
I.they    ac    Important   because   they

repTesent     a    collective    posltlon    by
chout-40tslamlc oorintrles."    J   ---- I-

tie added that  the  present situation
ln.'Afghanlsuri  was  havlng  a negatlve
effect on other problems of the Thlrd
World countrles.

"I      belteve      thls     sltuatlon      has

'a':::!#n:fsuc:  :urh¥rM:dfd,:"±alt
problem,  southern  ^fTlca  and  many

News.
Salem  said  that      as  a  result  Of  hls

v]s|t  to  the  Arab  Gulf  countrles,  he
would  be  ln  a' post(ton  to know  more
about    how     the    peaple    and     the
governments  of  the  area  forsee  the
mtematlonal      sltuatlon.      `.Thls      ls
generdly  the maln lnteres( of my vlslt
and,  al  the  saTne  tlme.  as  an  ^frlcan
cocupylng  the  post  6f'tlie  pTesldency '
of'    the     U.N.     General     Assembly
vlsltlng  these  Important.Amb  slatas`  I
would also be stTesslng the Importance

\`of     Afro-Arch     coopematlon     ln     the

polltled.      economlc     and      cul`urd
nelds." Salem sold.
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sald  he  would  be  seelrig  Mlnlster  of
Scare.   for    Forelgn     Afrtlrs    Rashld
Abdalla,Ills          Hthness      General
Shelkh    Khallra   bln    Zayed.    CTown
Pmce       and       Deputy       Supreme
Commander   of   the    UAE    Armed
Forces.   Hls   Hlghness  Shelkh  Sultan
bln         Mohamed         AI         Qaslml.
Ruler     of     Shar}ch,      and      omclals
tram the UAE Forelgn Omee.

Salem  sold  he  would  also  vls]t  Al
Aln and Dubal.t    ln   reply  to  a  questlon  on   Israel.s

contlnued   aggTesslon  on   Arab  lands
and   the   Pales\tlnlan   prct]lem,  Salem
stld   the   34`h   se§slon   or  the   U.N.
Cieneral  Assembly  took  a  number of
declstons   on   the   Middle   East   and
Palestlne.

He   said   the   most   far-reachlng  of
them   was   the   re-amrmatlon  Of  the
support for the legltlmate rights of the
Palestln]an                   people                   to
selfrdetermlnatlon   and   to   create   an
Independent     state    of    thelr    own.
Another  was   a  reafflrmatlon  of  the
ptlnclple that the core of the problem
ln the Mlddle East ws the questlon of
Palestlne. There can be no meanlngful
solutlon  to  this  problem  which  dues
not take Into account and which dces
not Involve the  representatives of the

o'l\ers.
Sdem expressed      the     ceneral

Assembly's      appeclatlon      of      the
"posltlve and  constructlve  role  by  the

the UAE.
`.The  U.A.E.  has  and  ls  tlll  I)laylng

an  Important role ln Arab, Africaf` and
lntermtlonal problems." he added.


