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Your  Excellency  President  Hosni  M`ib:ii-<ik

Your Excellency  President Abdula7.iz Bouteflika

Your  Excellency  Prime  Minister Antonio  Guterres

Your Majesty

Excellencies  lle{`ds  of` Stiitc` and  Govcrnmcnt

Distinguished  Prcsidcnt  ()f the  Euro|)earl  Commission

Excellencies

Ladies and  Gentlemen

For-tv`Jo  da)Js,  the  leade]-s  or Ah-ica  and  Europe  have  been  engaged

in  a  seiious,  pi-ofoulid  and  frank  dialogue  which  marks  a  iie\\`  beginniiig

in  the  histLoi-)J  of the  rel`atlonsllip  bet\\Jeeii  oui-two  societies.     Flie  1`act    that

so   man}J   leaders   l`i-()in   the   [\\Jo   regioiis   caiii,e   to   Cairo   to   attend   this   1-ii-st

ever  Summit   augui-s   well   for  tlie   l`utui-e   of  our  relationsliip   and   foi-the

solid  and  consti-iictive  pal-tne]-ship  \\;e  waiit  to  build  togethe]..
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The   frankness  and   sincel-ity   ol`  the   discussioiis,   the   l`act   lhal   lhc

dialogue   was   conducted   with   neithei.   inhibition   nor  confrontation   is   a

testimony   to   the   value   that   we   attach   to   our   relationship   and   to   our

coiiinioii  desire  ancl  coiiimitmeilt  to  improve  and  consolidate  it.

We    convened    in    Cairo,    at    a    miiiimum,    to    achieve    a    better

understanding  of each  other.    I  believe    that  the  discourse  we  have  t)eeii

engaged   in   foi-two  days  has  brouglit  iis  closer  to  that  goal.     We   have

shared    the    concerns    and    prospects    o+`   out-    people    at    all    levels    of

interaction.       The       discussions       ha\Je       underscoi-ed       oui-       I-espective

responsibilities   as   v\Jell   as   our   obligations   as   histoi-ical   pal-tiiers   aiid   as

members    of   a    global     family.        ,.'\bove    till.    \\Je    ha\;e    reasserlccl    the

pi.c\ialc`ncc'  of coiiinioii  Hitei-ests  bet\\een  us  and  a  commitment  to  piirsui`

tliem  in  a  partnership  dii\;en  by  mutual  I.espect.
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Tlie  decisioiis  taken  al  lliis  SiHiiiiiit  have  far  reaching  Implications

for our respective comlllunities.   AH  the  issues addressed  and  agreed  upon

in    the   economic,    political,    social    and    cultural    sphel-es   are   critical    to

Africa`s  developmerlt  as  it  e'nters  the  lie\\J  milleniiium

It  is  encouraging  to  realize  lhcit  Eui-ope,  being  a  partner  having  the

closest     ties     with     Africa,     appiec`iates     the     efforts     being     made     in

surmounting   the   foi-midable   challenges   of  piomoting   peace,   unity   and

development   within   a   context   ol`  democratic   govei-nance,    respect   foI-

human  rights and  the  rule  of la\\J'.
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In the same  regal.d,  I  do  hope that Afi.ica has been  undci-stood  in  its

incessant  appeal   I`or  tlle  need  to  alleviate  the  burden  of external  debt,  as

well   as  to   avail   market   access  to   At`rican   products,   support   its   political

transformation    el`rorts   and    I-ecla.Hii    its    misappropi-iated    assets    alid    its

cultural  heritage.      Equally   important   is   the   fact   that   in   .Its   relationship

with  Europe,  the  uiiity  of oui.  colitinelit  as  a  whole  will  be  given  its  due

importance.    In  this  connection,  we  arc  satisfied  that  the  mecha}iisms  v`Je

have   put   in   place      ill   ordcl-   to   sustain   our   dialogue   within      llie   new

partnership  would  treat  Afi-ica  as  a  uiiited  whole  rather  than  a  fragmentecl

entity.



-5-

If  soiiie  of  these   issues  happened  to  be  I.estated   again   and   again

during  tlie  discussions,  it  is  not  because  we  feel  that  ou].  pal-tners  ai-e  not

aware   of  them,   or   that   we   do   ilot   appreciate   some   of  tlie   inir)ortanl

iiiitiatives  imdertaken  with  a  view  to  suppoi-ting Africa's  own  e(`f`orts  in

addi-essing  its  pl-oblems.    Ralhei-it   is  due  to  the   fact  that  they  al.e  cciitral

to  Africa's  destiny  and    their  prevalence  hampers  the  contilient's  el`(`orls

to  improve  the  well-being  or  its  people  and  to  actively  participate  ill  the

'    |bal  system.

The  Cairo  Decla]-ation  that  has  been  agreed  upon  and  the   l'Iaii  or

Action  that  have  been  adopted  set  tlle  beacoiis  foI-constl-ucting  a  suoiigei`

foundation  for  a  iiew  chapter  Ill  tlii-history  of our association.    We  should

no\\J    build  on  tlic  i)ositi\,e  `i" H  i``iid  ciithusiasm  demonstratet]  tliu mQ  oul-

discussiolis    he].e     in     Cail.o    alid     pi-epare    oui-sel\7es    to     follo\\i-up    {ilid

implement the  decisions  that  \\;e  ha\Je  all  committed  ourselves  to.



Iil:
We,  al  the  OAU,  value  lhc`  new  pal-tiiel.sliip  and   process  we  liave

launched  in  Calro  and  we  pledge  to  exert  aH  efforts  within  oiH.  iiieans  in

f`ultilling   the   commitments   we   have   entered   iiito   so   as   tt)   I-eallze   our

common  objectives.

The   city   of  Cairo   has   olice   agaHi    li\Jed   up   to   Its   tladition   of

creating  the  conditions  for  a  meaningful  alld  siiccessfiH  Summit.    As  we

lr`ve  Cairo  having  lald  down  a  new  phase  of  dialogue  between  Africa

alid   Euroiie  and  towards   buildHig  a  iiew  partnel`ship,   we  take  particulai.

satis+`actlon     in     the     fact    that    this    Af`I-ican     capital,     which     has    beell

traditionally  a   meeting  ground   ()f  people   of  dif`ferei"   backgroiilids,   Iias

onc`e   agajii   provided  tlie  most  coiigelilal   envir()nmem   for  tlie   success  of

this  Sllmmit.
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In this context, I  would like once again to express our appreciation

of gratitude to President Hosni  Mubarak, the Government and People of

Egypt    for    their    invaluable    contribution    in    the.    realization    of   this

unprecedented and historical  encounter.

I   cannot   conclude   without   paying   due   tribute   to   the   Current

Chairman  of the  OAU,  President  Abdelaziz  Bouteflika  of  Algeria  and

Prime  Minister  Antonio  Guterres  of Portugal,  not  only  for  their  role  in

pursuing   this   initiative   to   its   successful   conclusion   but   also   in   the

remarkable manner they  have  provided  leadership to the  deliberations  of

the Summit.

I thank you.


