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your Elcelzencies -
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Ladies & Gentlemen

This  is  again  one  of  the  occasions  where  we   meet  to  put  our  heads

together and to address the concerns of our continent.  I wouid like to thank

you  sincerely  for  resporrsing  to  our  invitation  and  to  welcome  you to  your

House.

The  rationale  behind  this  meeting,  I  understand,  is  to  .isten  to  one  of

Africa's  recognized  scientist,   Pror.  Odl\iambo  wl\o  tryil.  share  with  us  1\is

rich experiences, his concerns as weu as his frustrations at the bottl.enecks

impeding    Africa's   advancement   in    the    cruciaL    rieid   of   science    are

teclmotogy.   At  the  same  time,  the  meeting  is  invited  to  exchange  views

and  advance  inputs  on  issues  of  the  hour  relating  to  the  rol.e  of  science

and technology in our continent's deve.opment.

It  is  a  fact  that  in  the  past,  our  Organization  has  rightly  focused  on

the liberation struggle.   As a result, not sufficient focus was made  on other

pertinent  sectors  such  as  economic  development,  science,  teclmology  and

culture,   socia.   affairs,    etc.     Now    that   the   decoldnization   process   ts

completed  and with the  expected  liquidation of apartheid in the near future,

it is  time  that we  focus on  issues of development -  the issues of  bread and

butter.   The  emithasis on economic  cooperation and  integration in  the  spirit

and   let.ter   of .the   Abuja   Treaty   for   the   est.abLishment   of   the   Africcln

Economic   Community   shouid   be   seen   in   tl`is   context.    In   meeting   this

challenge,  the  OAU  has  to  reorganize  its  o\Iin  house  and  prioritize  its  pLans

in order to  meet  the  chQuenges of  t}\e 90s and beyoi\d.   Among the  priorities

of  t,1\e  priorities  is  ol)viously  t,he  crucial  sector  of  `science  and  technology.

T1\e   future   of  the  \\`oi`ld   is  depen(lent  on   tl\e  atlvalicc.ment  or  science  cnd
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techno.ogy,  and  for  us  in  Africa,  we  1\ave  to  recognize  that  it  is  in  this

sector  which  can  malce  a  difference  wl\ether  our  Continent  forges  ahead

in the 21st Century or remains in the  periphery.

•,./

Having  said  this,  let  me  hasten  to  add  that  whi.e  political  issues  have

tended  to dominate  the  work and acti.v{ties of our Organization in the  past,

i.t woukl  be  incorrect  to  ignore  some  of the  efforts  made  and achievements

scored  in  the  scientific domain.   At the  love. of  i.he  OAU  Regiona. Offices

in Logos,  Nairobi,  Yaounde,  scientific  activities and  research are continuing

c[nd  efforts  to  create  a  scientific  base  never  redressed.   At  the  ieve.  of

the  General  Secretariat,   some   major  activities  were  undertaken  and  to

site  some  examples,  one  has  to  refer  to  the  first  init,iative  of  its  1¢ind  in

the   fieid   of   science   and   technology,   that   is   the   Kampa.a  Seminar  on

''Nuclear  Science  and  Technology  for  Peace  in  Africa  heir  in  March  1990"

and  its  fottow~up,  another  is  the  ongoing  preparations  for  the  corrvening

of  a  Biotechaotogy  Conf`erence  in  couaborat,ion  with  PUST,  and  lastly  is

the    introduction   of   the    Gold   Medats   Award   to   A|`rican   lrrventors   in

cooperation with WIPO.   But  these are very modest achievements indeed.

Now   is   the   time   for  Africa   to  give   the   most  deserved   priority  to   the

devetopent  of  science  and  technology  in  our  countries. and  our  Continent.

This development  must be  all  encompassing  t,hrough  trciining,  post graduate

and  post  doctora.  training.     Now  is  atso  the  time  to  use  technology  and

science  crdapted  to  our  circumstances,  situat,ions  and  environment.    In  so

doing, we need to pool Arrica's resources  together,  make use  of our Qua.ifiecl

scientists and as far as possible avoid clupliccition.
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The  chauenge  is  enormous.   But  it  ts  a  chauenge  which we  can  meet  and

overcome.    Indeed,  it  ts  one  which  we  cannot  afford  not  to  tacTcte  head

on.   For  in  the  final  analysis,  it  is  inconceivable  to visualize  an  economic

breakthrough  for  our  continent  and  peoples  if  we  neglect  or  margina.ize

the areas of science and teclmotogy.

Mr. chairman,

I have said this is a chauenge that we  must meet and we have the capacity

to do so if we so determine.

For it is needless to say that Africa is rich in potential, rich in its natural

and   human   resources.    The   shining   proof   of   Africa's   potent,ial   ts   the

existence   of  African  intemationauy  recognized   scientists,   one   of  wlrom

ts  honouring  us  by  his  presence  witr\  us,  Prof.  Odhiambo.    This  prominent

Sci.entist  and  dedicated  Pan-Africanist  whom  I  have  particutor honour  and

privi.ege  to  welcome  in  our  midst  has  made  strides  in different directions

within  his  domain.    He   established  the  Afriean  Academy  of  Sciences  as

weu  as  the  lntemationa.  Centre  for Insect  Prtysiotogy and  Ecology  (ICIPE)

in  Nairobi.    Professor  Odr\iambo  is  sowing  the  seeds  of  some  projects  the

most  recent  of  which  is  to  sensitize  the  African  leaders  on  Science  and

Technology.   Professor Odhiambo  as a  founder,  pioneer and leader of ICIPE

has  done   outstanding   work.    It   is   my   understanding   that  whi.e   he   win

continue  to  be  keenly  interested  in  t.he  developmei\t  of  ICIPE,  he  intends

to  relinquish  his  position  cis  Director  tn  tl\e  next  two  yecirs  so  as  to  devote

more  time  and  energy  in  ''the  mobilization  of  resoul`ces -both  inteuectual
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and  financia.  -for  science-.ed  development  in  Africa,  through Institutions

such as  the  Resecirch and  Development Forum  for Science-led Development

in Africa (RANDFORUM)  and the proposed African Foundati.on for Research

and Development (AFRAN D).

your  Exceuencies,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  on  your  bet.alf  and  on  ny

own, I wish to wetoome  most sincerely, one of Africa's finest intemationatry

acclaimed scientists and committed Pan Africanists.

I am particularly gratified that we are having this session and discussing

this important sttbject at a time when our Organization ts marking its 30th

Anniversay.   It  is,  indeed,  ai.t  that  as  we  do  so  by  inter  alia  focusing  on

issues of science, technology and culture.

U`


