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I     am    happy    to  be    in     South    f`frlEa  and    to    visit  this

c]i5tinguighed  in5titutlt}n  which  hag  been  Such     an  integral   part

of  the    tormented  history    of  this    c:ountry    and  the    suf f ering

whic=[i  its  people  were  forced     to  endure  ilnder  Apartheid.        That

the    get:retary-General   of    tlle    t]rganizatlon  of     African    Unity

Stands  bet ore  you  here,   is  itself  the  Sign  af     the  tithes  we  now

live  in.        a.Ll[h     ig  the    magnituc]e  of     change     whit:h  has     taken

plaEee     in  this     country  and  sue:h     ls  the  ent}rmity     clf  the  ta5kE

whic=h  lie    ahead  to  Consolidate  this    chaiige  and    to  create  out

of     it,   a     new     South   Afric:a,     for  which     5o`   mut=h     Afrl[an   ancl

global   Efft]rt  wg5  consec:rated    and  so  much  Sac:rific=e  paid  by  so

fl311y,   especially  thE  people  t}f  this  Country.

The  world     found  convergence  in     its  collEt=tive  view     that

f}partheid     was     wraiig     and    an     affront     to       humanity.          That

[olle}c:tive     abilorrence  crystallized     ln     an     eqiially  collectivt=

rEsolve  to  figtit  that  System.        In  f}fric:a.   that     tight  EEqLiirec]

added     signif icance  as    tlie  asc:endan[e     of     f}partheid  colnc:ided

with     the  wave     of     political     independence  in     the    Ccintinent.

flpartheid  was  tliere{ore  ail  aJlat=hroni§m  embodying     the  gross  antL

t]1ata.nt  dEnial   of  the  black     majority  in   this  c:ountry     of   tlieir  .`."

inalienable  right    to  freedom-       Africa    saw  that    denial   as    a

seritlus  infringement     of  their     own  freedom    and  therefore    get

out  with .determination  to  +.ight  the  System.
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Tlie  C)rganization     o{   African     Unity  whit=h     was  founded     in

the  afterfflath     of  thE  Sharpevllle    tlassac:re.   was  fee:ed  with  the

[liallt=iigg     of     not     only       eradlc:atlng     Colonialism    from       the

Continent    but       equally    fighting    against      rae:ism    and       its

in5Eitutlonallzed  form  of  f}partheid.

But    right  from    the  outset    the    Organization  of     Afrl[an

U|iity     uhc!eret®ad  fliat    Africa  19  ancl     will  always    be  a  multl-

rac:ial  and     multi-cultural  Continent,   in    whic=h  all  the,.  pet}pl.e

who  inhabit  lt  -nave  equal  t:lain  €a  it.     It    was  thus  the  denial

by    Apartheid  of  this  tenet  of    equality,  which  the  OAU  set  out

Eo    fight  against.       The  Struggle    agalngt  Aparthelc]    was  never

against  a  people    or  a  ra[E.     It    Was  rather  a  struggle  against

a  Ey5tem  [on[eived  and  deployec]     With   the  express     objec:tive  of

denying  the  human  worth  of   other  races,     dispossessing  tliem  arid

brui:ally  5uppre55ing  thEir  t=1aim    to  their  rights.     True  to  the

uni`/ergality  t}f  the    strugglel   flfrlt=a  formed  allianc=e  with     all

rat:E5,   all   over  the     world   inc:1udlng   in   this  I:ountry  wherE  many

whites    also  joinec]  in  opposing  flpartheid  and     they  gufferEd  as

a    result.         The    fight    against    Apartheid,     was    8    §truJgle
®`

€ranst=ending  race.   geography,   religion     and  Colour,      It  Was  tll.e

struggle   .for  liumanity    to  redeem  itself  by    defeating  the  evil

system-
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•   Afric=a     and     e5pe[ially    the     neighbouring     and    frolltllnE

c:ounfrieg     Flaid       a    heavy    prit:a       for     their     opposition       to

Apartheid.        f}r`med     attic:ks.   wholesale     invasions     and  a[t3     of

deftabillzaEion     launc:hed  by  Apartheid  §ciuth     Africa]  exacted  a

very  iieavy  price  on    these  Eountrles  in  terms  of   lo§3    of  human

livEis  anc]  extEn§ive  C]E5truction  of   infra5tru[ture.       Even  today

those  Ea-unErie§    EontinL.e  to     Suf i er  from     the  ef f ec=t3    of   this

mig||dventLire  o{  Apartheid.

But     t]f     course  the    greatE5t  Sac:rif iEE    was    paid    by  the

peo[]1e     of     lliist=®untry     Who     Stood     for     what     wa5right     and

appotied     what     was     wrong.          The     humiliation,     cligpos5essloli,

oppre6gion     and     torture    Wlllc:h     tr`e     op|]onent5       a{     Apartheid

endured  will   take  many  generations,   to  effat=e  from  meaory.

In     si]ite  of    all     this  Suffering    by    the  people    of  this

t=ountry.   aiid     by  those     in  the  neighbouring    I:ountries,   it     was

their  [tin5igtent  view     that  Confrorttation  and  war  Were     impci5Ed

on     them,   having     been   left  with     no   other   option.        Africa,   a5

far  t]aEk  ag   1969,     in  the  Lusaka  ManifE5to  exF)re55ed  its            ,
a.
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preference    far    dialogue    lf  PropEr    c:ondition5    for    lt    were

provided.     The  proponents  of    f}partheid  chose,  at  that    time  to

bE  deaf  to  repEatt=d  c:ails  for    dialogue  and  instead,     retreatecl

intti    c:onfrontation  and  war.       The  rest     iE  the    sad  history  of

thi=i  c:I,iJntry.

What  has  happened  in  South    AfrlEa  in  the  past    i our  years

lg  `rery  hearteiilng  indeed.       To  imagine  that  we  Stand  today     on

the     Ehresholt]   of  a  new  South  fifrit=a  we§  something  unimaginable
t

t}nly  a    few  years    bat:k.     Follr    years  ago.     this  country    stot]d

polged  precarlougly  on  the  edge    of  a  pre[ipit:e  with    little  t}r

no     hope     at     all   far     salvatlali.          The  world.     around    you  was

c:haliging     very    fast,   a    challge    brought     about  t]y    the    Sudden

[cillap5e        of        the     old       Order     t]f        sLLper-power     ideologit=al

con.frontatio.n   of  the  cold  war.

Fortunately,   the  lead.erg    of  the  white  minority  government

in  this    c:ountry    were  quick    to    recognize    the  folly    of     the

coritinuaEion   of   the  Qpartheic]     System.      The  OAU.   and   indeed  the

wht]1a   of     Afrit:a,   naturally     Welt:omed   tlli5     new  realism   on     ttTe

part  of  thE  6t]vernment  in  this  t:ountry.

Today,   yttu  have     a  new     Interim  Constitution     in  which     i5

repo5ec]     the  collet:tive  w.isdom  of   the  leadership   of  South
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f]fric:a    in    its  Cultural    anci    rat:ial     diversity.,,        It  i5    the

KEmp€on  Park  prot=e5E  that    has  brought  you  to  this  critical  i}ut

hopeful   juncEurE  in  your  history.       We,   in  the    Organization   of

African  unity,  have    the  right,  to  Celebrate  your    achievements

5o  far     ar`d  t®  urge    you  te  Carry  an  with     tile  epit=  you  started

at  i{Eflpton  Park.

Voi|r         traiisiEi an        tc}         democracy         i a         pregressi ng

ria€withstant]ing  sothe  nagging  t=ompli[atiorl§  along   the    way.     Who

ever  thought    a    transition  from    the    kind    of  the    past    this

t=ountry  has,     tuould  be  sn]eeth     anc]  ilappy  ?       What   is  important,

is  tile  ineluctable  reality    that  the  last  fl]ile  you  have  to  walk

€8  reach  your  destination  Will  5oan  be  over.

Now  what     kinc]   of   a    new  5t}uth  .4fric:a  do     we     as     Africans

wish   ta     see  emErge  from  this    Prc}t:es5   of     building  deft!ocracy  ?

It     nay  Seem    needless    for    me  tB    repeat  the    axion    of  South

Afric:a     beilig     the     c:ommcri     anc:e5tral     homE     of     all,     who     for

centuries  .t]asE,     have  been  an     iney`tric=al]le  part    of  its    soil,

its     Essenc=E     ancl   its     scul.          We  have     harpecl     on  this     axioflt.

adnauseun €lirougliout  the  exi5i=enc:E     of   the     OAU.        The  Freedom

Cjiarfer     of     the  Afric:an    NatiaTlal   t=ongre5s     affirms  i.nis.        No

Party  at  the     recent  negotiations  at  Kempton  Parl<  ac3voc=ated  any

policy  to  the  Contrary.



Page  6

Our    vision  of     the    new  South    Afric:a    is  therefc!re     of  a

country    at       peac:e    wi.th    itself ,       a    country    at    long     last

reconciled  to  its  cultural  anc±  racial     diversity.     White    South

Afri[ar]s,     black    South  a+ricans,     A5iatic    South    Afric:ans  alid

ColourEd    §auth  Africans    alld  all     without    exception,   aust     bE

allowec]  €o  feel     that  all   of  §®uth     Afric=a  is  their  hoG}e.        How

can  or  shoiild   it     be  Otherwise  ?       §Outh  Afrit:a  is    yoti-  comilicin

heritage.     You    have  pooled    your  ener-gie5  -    all   of    yen  -    to

build   it.        \'au  have     shed  your     Prec=iou5  blood  anc]     pourEd   Out

ytiur    sweat  ant]-tEar=    -all     of  you    -to  traJis{orD    this  vast

lane-into     what  it    i5  today.       And    in  opposing     itsfoily     af

fipari:held  you  Struggled  together.

I  sea  the  c:iiallenge  of    built]ing  a  new  South     Africa  being

rnultiiaEetEc]  etnbraEing    those  of     ending  conf lict    iri  society,

builcling  new   irlstitutic}ns    af   goverrlment     and  empowering     them,

tiiose       of     building     democ.-ac:y|        of     f osterirlg       freedom     and

equali€yg     prclmating  and    defending     human     rights  as    wall     a5

those  of   economic  reform  and  developlTlent.

Colleccivel`/,   South  Africa  ailc!  the  rest     9f  Afric:a  have    a

5harec]     challEiige  of  fostaring  closer  co-operation  anc!  building

s€rii[tures  that  will   ac:celerate  the  movement  towarc±
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greater  economic    integratiert,    Extricate    the    Eontirient    fred

grinding  .Doverty    aiici  ijitidately  rE5t®T-e    the  Continent  to     the
•   iTiiii.-.=treafT,  af   the   lnLErnati6iial   System,

This     ig    a    broad    agenda    whic:Il     will     evolve    the    twin

pro=agEe5  of     ptilitical   and    economic  tran5farmation.       But    in

orc=er  for    that  transformation  to    take  Place,   I     See  a    Set  of

iixparati.Yes     whicil  must     be  met     and-  a     numi]er   t]f   issues    to  I]e

adcire5secj.            Illi5     is    necessary    because     in    my    view,     the

establishment     of  the    new  South     f}frica  we    want,     is  dir.Et:Ely

|inlc.a  €o     tile  kind     of  Ehallenge5  which  the    future  leadEr5iiip

of    this  c:oun€ry  will     have  to    contElid  with.       The    ability  .I

that  leac]ership  to  eddre5s  these  Challenges    conclusively,  will

in     Eurn]        determille     whether     that       nEw    South     f}frica       can

t= ons ol i date .

The     pillars     ®n     whic:h     the     new     South     Africa     will     E}e

anctiored,     must     embrace    a.Emocracy  as     their     fcluiidation.          fi

c:t]ijmtry     such     as     this,     emerging     from       dec=ac]e5     c{     ek-treme

politic=al   palarlzation  and     conflic:t,   c:all   fiiid  long  term     peace

alic±  endurir`g     Stability  -only  in     true  democracy.       To     South

Africa,   this  task.of  erec:-Ling  the  Structures  Qf     c]emo=racy  will

not  be  aaey.        Neither  tr.e  ers€While  acjvo[ate5  t]f   f}partheid  nor
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the  victims    of  it,  have    the  requisite    experience  af    ger`uine

democracy.       For  the  irony    of  oppression  i5    that  in  order    ta

keep  5ometine  dawn   in  the  gutter,   yo-I  have  to     be  there  whth  him

or  her  to  ensure    that  he  or  she    does  not  e5[ape.       In  a    real

sense,  therefore,  bath  the  Per|]etrator5  ®f    AparthEid  and  tliose

agair`§t    w-ham  it  was   .directed.  were    all   vic:tins  -    eve{|  if  at

grandly       different    5Cales.           Ta    bui.1d    democracy    requires

tcilerant:a,   patience    and  forfearant=e  on  the    part  af  those    who

are  invalvec].     But  what  i5  iflportant  is  ta  begin.

Indeed  the    .Deople  of  South    Africa  have  begin    addre55ing

themselves    i.  tile    challenge  of    building    democrac:y  in    tlleir

country.            It    has    been      possible]     through           multi-party

frameworks  to    negotiate  an,d  agre§    on  an   Interim    I;an5titution

which  will   guide    the  t:ountry  through  transition  tiver  the    rlext

couple  of  y'ear=- Iri   two  chonth5,     the  people  af   this    c:ountryi

the    t]verwhelmiiig  number    of  then  I or    the  i irst    time  in  their

lives  will  be  goiiig    €a  tr.e  polls  ta  exer[iee  thair  {undanental

right  to  vote    and  €o  political   choicE.        They  will   be  doing  €o

under     an     Interim     Can5titutian     which     will       c:ontinually    t}e

adjusted    €o  i:he    requirements    of    the  political     process    and

finally    replaced    with    a  permarlent     one    once    transition     is

c:ompietec].
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The     I orEhc:oming     rfuulti-party    eiectioris     will     produce    a

GDverr`mEiit  for    this  couJltry.       It  Will  be    for  the  i irst    time

tr`at  this  country  will  be    governec3  by  a  government    elected  by

all   its  Eii=izens.       AE  a  product    of  a  demo[rati[    process.  the

governfflent  will   have  to    embody  the  virtues  of  democracy  i or  it

to  inspire    thE  full  trust  and  t=onfiden[E  of  the  people.     These

virtues  inc=lude    transparency  and  act:ountability.       YEt  such    a

government  will   still   be    oF)erating3   and  for  Some  time  to  cone,

agaiii5t  the     t]ackgreund  of  a)i5trust    aJld  5usF]i[ion,   whic=h     runs

deep  in  the  body  politic  of  this    Et}untry-     For  that  Ec}vernment

to     function.   and  do  g8  well.     it  w-ill   nec=essarily  have  ttl  riEE

abe`7e  this  divisive  Legacy.

Perhaps    mol-a    than    anythi.ng    else    South     Africa      needs

rec:onciliation     and     healing     the  deep     wouncl5     and  c]e`/astation

whit=h  fipartheid  inflicted    on  it.     Aiid    this  i5  the  hera-eat     of

all  the  tasks    that  faces  the  lead=r'ship  of    tomorrow.     It  will

req.Liire    g.real  vision,     determination  and    perseverance    to  re-

dirEct     Emotions,   to  defeat  bigotry  and  prejudic:e,     tc  fc}stEr  a

spirii:  of  reconciliation  and  compromise  in  the  country.

Right     now  thEre     i5  great     Polarization     in   the    cc}untry.

Expec:i=ations  are    great,   fears  and    contempt  are  equaiiy    deep.

In   this  highly  [harqed     eLtmo5phere  the  government   af   i:marrow
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facas    few     Ehoic:es    exc:apt    to     Contain     bath     exubErancE    and

extrEmism,   and    to  attempt  to  bring    into  this    Eountry  a  Sense

af   accommodation  whit:h  w.ill   permit  ordEr     to  be  maintained     and

ultimatBly  to  begin  on  the  road  to  5o[ial   harmony.

This  country    will  not    reconcile  with    itself  iinie§s    its

people  are    prepared  to  put    the  Past  behilld    them  and    iool{  to

the  future.        tJf  t=aurse,   you  will   need  to   lool¢  bat:k  to  draw  the

net=eg5ary    lessolis  fran  your  tragic  history.     It  will,  however.

serve  na    ij.seful   purpose  te  linger    in  tlle    |]a5t  Simply  because

it  ig    politically  Expedient    to  do  Eo.        In  this    Objective  of

evolving    a    new    perspec:tive  to    the    country,     the    political

parties,   organizations  and    the  Governrnent  have  a  cr-u€ial     role

to  play.

unoll.

Likewise.   irt  thg    new  South     Africa  at=ademi[     institutions

havEa    pivotal   role    to  Perform.       In    thista5k.     it  will     of

course    be  ilec:es5ary  to  begin  with  introspection.   to  chelige  the

ati=itudes    and  tiiinl<ing     oT-the    in5titution=    themselves.        In

addition  and  fl}o5t     lmportaJltly.  that  re-orientation,   will     have

ta  be  cliscErnible    and  clearly  deman5trable    to  those    h.ha   look

to     the    aEac]emia   .for     iritellectual     guidance,     but     who,     i or

reasons  of  history  have  grounds  to  harbour  doubt.
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I   p|ac:ta     accent   on  the  need     for  a  new     outle®k  be€au5e  we

all     are      painfully    aware      of    the      role    playecl    by      some

Universities  ajic]  academic  institutions    in  defend.ing  rat=i=m    in

tiii£    Country.         Apartheid    Nag    justified-,     rationalized    and

defenc]ed  by     Some  f}EademiEians  and     Institutions  on  grounds     af

filndariEiiEally  flawed  aJld  Self-Serving  racist  theories.       It  was

thesE=     f}t=ademic=ians     and   lnstitLltians     wile  wretE     the  Apart||eit]

Coli5titutioris  and  who  devised  all   the  elaborate    mear`s  of  thEir

enfort=EmEnt.      It  was  the    Sane  People  and   institLltiolls    wht}  saw-

it  fit  Eo  give  tr.e  overwhela}ing  part     of  the  population  of  this

c:ountry    subngEandard  ec]ucatian.          In     thE  new    §auth    f]frica,

€herefore5     I      See    need    f or      tihese'   institutions    €o      tree

thefo5elves    froth  tlie    Shackles  of  their  prejudice    and  join  the

fnain5trEam   of  a[ademic  thinking.       And  i ar  the  peoF]1e    te  begin

having    faith     in    them,    these    institutions    and    incieed    the

individuals     in  them    will  have  to    be  Seen    explic:itly  to  have

t}rol<En     with     the     past  aJlc!     embraced     change.          Without     this

Change,     they  t=annat  play  a  meaningful   and  constructive  role  in

hEIFing     t]etErmine  a    right    c:Curse    for    the    future    of    this

c=OLJJltry.

Mr.   Chairman,

A    Central       element      to       the    strategy       of       promotir`g

reconciliation       in     this  =auntry  is    to  deepen     the  pr.oce5s  of

dialogiie,     and  building  a  Culture  of  taleran[e  o{   diversity..

E=
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South  f}fric:a,   like  the    rest  of  the  [antinent,   is  a  quilt.  held

EogEther  by    a  diversity    ef  races,    religions,  ethnic    groups,

c:ulturEs,     traditions  and    languages-         fill  these    are    f®rce5

whit:h    hold    the  great    Potential    either  I or    the  strength    or

wgakiiess     of     this    Eauntry-         If       EreativEly    managed.     €iii5

diversity  Can  be  a    factor  of  unity    and  strength.     If    however

your  t]-ifferEnces  are    abused,   ar  exploited  for  political     enc]s,

they  will     unleash  destruc:tive  forces    which  will   have    serialls

c=oiisequencEs.        The  leadership     t]f   tomorrow     will   have    eciually

the  task  of  ensuring    that  tolerant=e  and  unity  in  c]iversity  are

prafflated.       WhEther  in     ethnic.   racial     or  religious  terms,     it

will   be    riece5Eary  to     Put  in    .Blac:e  the     kind   of     arrangemerTts

which    assure    equity,     legitimacy    anc]     identity       within    the

Setting  of     a  united  Sc}uth  Afric:a.       This  I:ountry  nefc:.s  to  I ind

liew  Pasi5  for  maintaining  unity     :     Apartheid  held     the  c:ountry

together  i3y    the  use     of  i:orce    and  physical     Separation.       Now-

tiiaE    Apartheid  i5  on  its    ray  out.   it    should  not    give  way  to

old~agE  i-iv.alries  and  misFiaced  elimities  of  your  i orbears.

To  rEverse    five  clecades  of     bigotry,   prejudice,   fear     anc]

oppre5si. clii ,        wi 1 1          require       more       than       just         pal itical

accommodation       and     comFremi5a    expressed     in     free     and     fair

elections  and  a  gt}verrimer`t     of  the  majority.      It  will   have  also

to  tai€e  Efforts  €o  bring  !cwn  those     psyc=hologic=al   barriers  and
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migplat=Ecl     fear,   on     which  f}partheid     Was  supported.          It  will

require  mtitual     a55uranc:E  and  embrace    intt}  a  partnership  i or  a

new    South  Af rice-          I  aa    not  in    thE    least  uriaware    of    the

serious  difficulties  whicil  llE  ahead.       It  is  not  easy,  nor    is

it    apFiropriatE    I or    a    gavernn:nt    to    attempt    ta    legislate

agairlgt    iridividual  prejudice    or  idio§yncracie5.         SIlt  it    i5

possible  for    a  government,    through  its    policies  of    building
•Dridges  of  co-operation,   of  reaching     out  to  the  ijeaple    with  a

message  af    iiapE  and  friendship  to    foster  a    Spirit  of  entente

and  €t}-t]i]era±ion    in  the    Country.       Experience  every-where    has

cho-wri    that  most    people    don't    manifest  hate    towards    others

because    they  are    intrinsically  evil     or    illThiilled.      Bather

they  do  5a     out  of  misplacEd  prEjudic:a    and  fear  both  of     which

feed  and    i]ro5per  on     igncranc:a-       Separation,  especially    that

whit=h  is     enf arc:ed  by  the  government     tilrough  a     5ystEtli  siic:Ii  as

apartheic].     is      bound,     as    it    did    indeed,     to     breeti    wrong

as5uilF]tions      and       fear      that      those      diser]franchised       and

cligpossessed     would  come    to    take    away  the    prErogEtives    and

mat:erial     c:omf art  of     the  few,   destroy    the  Country    as  well   as

their  way  of  life.

It    follows  -   Eheref ore    that    with       a    legacy    of       such

i]olarizatian     the    govern®ent    will     have    a       vexing    task     of

assuring     ev.ery  one   of   c:9ntinuity  and  Change  but   to  cjo  5o   on
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the    fin  premise    i:Ilat    the  5tatu5    qua    Eannat  be    allowed  ta

continue  under  any  guise.      To  So  assure  the  [ouiitry    oust  also

mean  to   Open   the  country    to  equal   at=t:ess  and     c:ampetition  with

rewards    at=cruing    from    fl}arit    and    not     from    the    sutjEt=tive

c=riteriE  of   race.       Equal   acce55  and  eqLlal   appart-unity  will3   in

the  loiig  run.  bring  greater  equality  in  5o[iety.

South  Africa  is  a  c:8untry  endawEtj     with   immEnse  resourc:es.

It    has    a    fairly    sophisticated     economy    baa:ked     by    a    good

industrial     t]ase,     modern    agriculture    alicl    vast    reserves    of

ningral     resources.         To  those    in    Whose  favour    and  irttere5t

Apartheid    placed  these    re5ourc=e5,     South    fifriEa  has    been    a

.baradise]   a  land  of  opppor€unity,  a  lancl  of  plenty,     a  place  of

happiness  and    raterial  cotrf art.       But  to     those  w.riom  ftyartheid

colidemiied   to  menrting     the  {ac:tories.   working  the  16nt].,     diggiiig

out  the    minErals  and     in  appalling    working  conditioris,     South

Afrit:a  has  been  a  land  of  eros5  injustice.

The  long-term  sac:urity  and  Stability  af     South  C}f,-ica  will

not  coma    about  in  the  absence    of  equality    of   oF)par.tunity  and

fairness    in  the    access  to    the    national     wealth.       Dema[racy

Ilk-t]wisa  will     not.endure  in     t:onditions  of  extreme     inequality

whic:ii  f`partheid  Erected     and  which  has  c:ollfined   the  majority  of

this  country  into  poverty,     ThEre  is  Tieed  to  restore  ealan[e
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so     that     new  opportunities    are  c}pened     up     and     mechenisms  of

aE[e55irig     them    are    created  and    made    availabl.e  on    an  eqiial

bagiE,  to     all  the  Eitizen5  of     this  country    without  regard  ta

race,   religion  ar  gender.       Soutii  f}fric:a  needs  to     maxi®iEie  the

pot.n€ial   of     its  human  re±eurc:E    tilrollgh  the    provision  of  the

meaiis  ret]uired  just    as  much  a5  it  needs    to  bring  abotit  5aEial

justic:a  as    an  in5urancE    against  Sac:ial     instability.       Either

way,  South  A{riEa  stands  to  gain  from  this  duality.

Of     Course  expectations  from  the  new  South     fifrica  and  its

+u€ure    lEader5llip    are    not  Coi`f ined    to    thE  borc]ers    of   this

country.       The    sub+Egion    and  the    Continent    a5.a    whole,   is

look-iilg  anxiously  I orward  to  a  free,   peac:Eful  and     a  denoEratic

South  fifrica  out  of  more    that  the  fundamental  belief .    that  it

will     mark  the    restoration  of  ju5tic=e.     tor  5cl     long  deniet]  to

the    majority    of  tlli5    c:euntry.       We     see  in     it  as    well,   I-ne

opEning     clf     immense     opportunities    which  future     c:a-operation

will     present.         South    fifric=a    lla5      a    fairly    soFhigticatecI

ec:onany.         1€  iias  the  teEhnologic:al   and     sc:i.entif ic=  k.lew-how  as

well     a5     t-ne     rEsourEes  wJrlic:h     have     c:ombinEd  to     generate  the

critical     . mass      for    this       c:oulltry`S       impressive      economic

advancement.
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|f     thEse       resourc:es    and       the     know-how       are    deployed

crea±iveiy  and  in    .Dartner5hi.D  With  those  available  within    the

rest     ®f  t-ne    rEgion,   they  c:an     generate  a    momentum  for  shared

grt]wth    and  development.       !t  i5    to  this    new  Partnership  that

th.E  new     St]uth  Afrit:a  will     havE  to  c=onvert.       To  retreat     from

coiifrontaEion  and  war,  to  trailsf arm  itself  from    I)Sing  a  fat:tor

.of     dE5tai]ilization,     into    a    new    engagement    with    the    sub-

regit]n  -  one     ®i:  sustained  economic  partnership  for  growth     arid

c]eveloi]meni=  and  aiie     o{   promoting     security.  anc]  stability.        Ii[e

want     a    South     Africa    that    Will     be    a    factor     of     economic:

stability  in  the  rEgierl.

Nat-urally,   i or  tliis  to  be  at:hieved,   the  whole    questi,on   of

c:t]-apEration       will     have    to       be     approac=hed     creatively     allcl

dynafnically  so  that  the  pc}tential   that  exists    is  fnaxiEized]   on

pririciplEs    of  equelity  and    fairness  to    tile  advantage  af  all.

This  new  approach  must  bE    f ounded  on  principles  of     equity  and

+airnt3ss.       The  opportunities  for    trade  and  investmEnt,     €ila€e

for  scientific  and    tec=hnolcgic:al   exchange,  hold  the    Potential

to     be    tile  engine    of    development     in  the    region.       In     this

regions     whether  on  a    bilateral   basis     or  withili     the  Soutliern

Afrit=an     I)evelopment     Cammimity     or     within  coME§A,      we     expect

South  Africa     to  play.    the    Catalytic     rc}le,   in     promoting     anc]

sptaarheaciing  economic:  co-operation.        For   that  co-operacion     to

be  meaningful,     it`will     be  necessary     for  South     A{ri=a  to     be

seen   not   as   a  a.ominEering   ec:onomic=   giant   Coming
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to  Swallow    up  the    rest  of    the  region,     I]ut  as    a  partner    in

c]eviElopmenE.        This  i5  to  Say  that,     the  region  must  be  allowed

Eo   i]ffer    mars  in  their  econamiE    relati®n5  with     the  new  §auth

Africa  morE    than  ju,st  Cheap     labour;   ac:ce55ible  rEEource5    and

ready     /:\arkEts.        We.  expect  an     open  economy.     ac=e5siblE    ar`d

rgciprB[al   anc[-not  t]iie  insulated  from  meaningful     intern8tiE]nal

Ec=onomi[         exchange      by      restri I:ti ve      tari ffs      and       other

protectionist  measures.

This  i§  flo5t  important  e5peEially  as  tlie  iiew  South    f}{rit:a

will     be    rejoiliing    the    region     an       an    active    and       t]irEt=t

parti[ipatioil      basis,     when      the    pace      of    integration      is

quit=kening.       ful  partners    in  this    entEr|]ri5e  will    therefore

have    Eo    be      assured    that    integration    will     offer      mutual

ac]vajitages  and     that  it     will  not    be  allowed  to     eroc]e  and    be

used    by    tiio5e    mare    economically-    able    a5       a     facility    to

perpetrate  their  dominance.

Eeyor`c]     this  region,     We  in     the     Organization   oT-     fifric=an

uiii€y  look     for.ward     to   the     new     §outii     Air.it:a  as     a     powerfLll

addition  to   our  Af.rican    faJnily  of  nations.     The  experience  you

will   have    gained   in  resolving     your   own     conflic:t,   in  building

democracy     and.       democratic:     ir`Stitutions,        of     dialogue       and

re[onciliatian,     of   managing  an   efficient   economy,   w:11   be
~
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useful  to     other  c:t]untries  as  they    also  grapple    with  tile  very

safne     problems.          Equally]  South     Africa,     with     its    econqfli€

p.w©r3   s[ieliEifiE  and  tet=hnologit=al      know-how,   we  expect,     will

come  l]oth     to  spearhead  et:onomic     dEvelopment  in  the    Continent

and  to    =i:rengthEn  Africa.5  hand     in  the  International    System.

The  end     of   Apartheid  will   liber.atE  Africa  from  one  of  its  mclst

impt]rEant  conmitmeni:s  and    allow  it  to  redirect  l]oth    attention

and       rEsourt=E5      ta      meeting       other    pre55ing       imperatives.

Ac[c!itianally,   therefore.   the    F]eaEe  dividend  which     will  ac:c:rue

from    5ia,viligs  of    resources    otherwise    di.verted  to    the    I ight

against  f`partheic]    a5  well    as  thosE    resulting  from    increased

et=onomic  [o-operation    5tan±  a    real   chant:a    of  prapElliTlg    the

Continent  Eo   new  heights  of  growth  and   development.

After  the    t±1ections  and    the  etnergeli[e    of  a    deiao€ratiE,

nan-racial   Bavernment,     We  hope  to  welcome  the  new  §oijth   f}fri[a

€o  the     ]AU  fold.     South  Africa  fu-ill   be  joining  all  Organization

that  holds  t]oth  hope    and  FromisE  for  the  Continent.     It     i§  all

Orealii=a±iaii,   whit:h,   after    thii~ty-years  of  exi5teiiEe,   has    had

its  xp5    anc]     dow.|s,   its    Sut:CESses    anc]     failures  but     on     the

whole,   whit=h     has    Stayed  true     to     its    mission  and     in     which

remains  repasited.   the  C:ollEc:tive     Will,   hopes     and  asijirations

of   our  countries.
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Thirty      years    ago,     hilerl    thirty-two    of    our    c:ountries

fouric}ec]    €hE  0rganizatgion    of  fifrican     unity,     they  were     just

eflrerging  frofli  Ealonial   rule.       They  had  na  Experie.nce  of  modem

gt]vernmen±  much   less  of   International   C]rganization.       Tney  were

however     guic]ed     by  their    callecEivE     t]eEerminati®n     to     found

joint  framework    within  which  their    identity  of  being    African

could  be    projectEd,  their    view  articulated    and  their    c:omman

problems  tacklecl.       Today,  LLhat  vision     is  part     of  the  reality

in  the    Continent.     The    identify  of     t]Eing  African  and    nat  an

appendage  to     5t}me  distant  colonial     power,   i5    real.       Through

the  Organization  of  Afric:an  Unity,   tlle  Continent  has  been    ablE

to    f ormiilatE  and    articulate  its    Position    in  world    effair5-

Within  ±hE    unitec]  Natioris,   Africa    Was  ablE  to     be  heard  a5    a

positive    anc]  ac:tive    forcg  in    defence     a+  Peace,     justice  and

ec:®namiE   cievelopmEnt.        We     c:01lectively   opposed     the  :old     War

anc]  its  attendant  arms  race  and  we  5uPporteci  nan-alignment.

fit  the  level   of    the  Continent,   the  Ofilj    ilas  beeri  able    ta

maintain       african      unity      against         many      and         Seemingly

insurmountable  acids.       Neither     the  Cold     War  nor  the    negative

c=01onial   legacies  5uE[eedecj   in  dividing  the  Continent.

It     was     that    shareE    identity,     that    Llnity     ar.I    common

purpose  f og€ered  by  the    ergani5ation   of   Afric:an  lJnity,   which
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were  in5trul:iental  in  giving  the  Continent    the  collective  force

of    fighting    against    racism    and    fipartheid.         find    we    have

•ff©Etivel y  suct:eedgd.

Even  with    the  Completion  of     the  tasks  of    .decolonization

anc]  t|ie    Elimination  of  racism,   fifriEa    is  Still     faced  witrt  an

equally    engaging     Challenge  a{     ec:onamic  development.       Today,

thirty  years    aftEr    political  inde|]enden[e,    the  Continent    ig

Still     t:aught   in     the    dolc±rums  Of     pov=rty.-The     many  Social

gains  which  were  made    in  the  f ir5t  two   dec:ades  of   inG.epEndencE

espEt=ially    lil    education,  health     c=are]     sanitation    ajid  rural

deve|opmeiit,  are    threatened  With    revErsai   in    the    facE  af    a

myriad   o{   ec:®nomic:     Woes,   Eo®e  of   international   arigin]     others

of   oLir   awii   makir`g.

F.oii€i[ally,   Africa    also     continues    to  be    afflici=ec]     fly

many  problems.     Politics  af  intc)leran[e  ancl    exclusion,  as  well

a5  politic:al     rigidities,  and     in  Some    ca5e5  Corruption,     have

bred  [onflit:t5  in  many    of   our  Collr`triE5.     Those  conf lifts  havE

hac5  serious  coiisgqueiices  to    peace  anc]  stability  as  well  as  tlie

cause  af     human    rights  in    the    Continent.       Tlie    millions     af

refugees  and    displaced  Persoils    c]riftillg  arouncj    the  :antinent

are  a  sacj     reminder  of  the  results  of     bad  politics  ir.    some  af

our  collntrie3.
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I  5Feak  ®f  the    problems  fac:ing  the  t=ontinent  nat  in  terms

of  Showing   just    how  badly  We  are    doing  but  to  illustrate .  the

magriitude  of     the  tasks  whic:h  Our    t=ountries,   with     the  help   of

the  OAu,   are  how  resolved  to  have  them  addressed.

|n       €hE       ecanolT!ic       field,       we       now       see       EollEctive

determination     in  tlie  Continent    to  right    what  has  gorie  wrong,

E[tin®mic  rEf or-m§,     unpreEede.nted  in  the     [ontinEnt,   are  now     in

full     gear.       These  our  countries    have  done,     with  end  w.ithout

i nternati opal         co-aperati on      or        as5i Stance.             Ec:onomi I

lii]Eraliza€ion  is    now    the  key    Word  in     Africa.       We  see    the

private  sEctor    playing  an  inc:reasingly    important  role  in    the
econo®iE5  of     Our    Countries.       Central     to    all  tills,     i5    the

cletErfflination  of  our    Countries  thaE]   ultimately,   they  havE    to

rengeize  the  initiative  of  genuine  self-reliance.    if  the  slide

of    the    peapie    into    greater    Poverty    is    to    be    haltEdand

reversed.        Our  governments  are  more    and  more    willing  to  tal<E

drastic    measures,   Often    at  great    social    cost  and    Falitic:ai

risl<,       aimed    a€      bringing    frugality      and    rationality      to

experic±iturE,   as  well   as  restoring  eff icienc=y,     proc]uc:tivity  and

growth  to   EhE     ec:onomies.      1  am     sure  you  will   liave  hearc]     from

the    §t]uth  African     Business  Community     that.   morE  and     more  Qf

our       c=ounEriEs    are       opening       to     f oreign       invescnent    with

attractive  terms.
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Beyoiid.   the  reforms  wtlic:h  are  being  undertaken  intErnally,

Our    countries    I:.llectively,    realize  that    indivic!ual  action,

will.   in  the  long    run.  not  strf€ice  t®  conclusively  address  the

ContinEnt`s  ec=onomic  probleens.     This    realizatioil  has  found

Eont:rate  exprEssion  in    the  Signature    in  Abuja    -Nigeria,     of

the    Treaty       e8tabli:shine    the    Africall     Et:onamic=       Cothmunity.

f`{ri[a,like    there5t    of    the    world.     has    awakenedta    the

reality    that  in    the  days  aheac],     it  i5    the  more  diversified,

and  integrated  et:t]nami.I    groupings,   wliich     will   take    advantage

of   ec=ona"ies     oi:     scale  and     of     ct}-oF}eratiori     and  be    able    ta

coapetE  effet=Eively    at  t.ne    markEt  plac:e.       Africa,   acre    than

any  other    region.     needs  ir`tegration.          We    need  to    use    t}ur

resourEe5    more    rationally,     to    produc=e    together    and    trade

amoiig5E  ourselves.

fit  Elie  Ofiu,   we    -r`a`.e  bEgun  with  the  iriitial   stages     of  the

est:abli=hment  of  the  future    I:ommunity.     Wc}rk  is  in  progre5E  to

finalize    a  number    of  protocols    to    the  Treaty,     partit=ularly

those  areas  we  cc}nsider  most    integrative  such  a§  transport  and

communic:ation,      trade,   money     and     financ=e,   customs     and     abc}ve

all,   the     thorny    issue    of     movement     of     persons,     goods    and

servi[e5.          We    are    also     in    Progress     of     working    with  the

Regional      EconamiE      Grouping5     5u[h      as     §Ar}C,      CC]rlELC=fi,      EEcf}§,

E:CrawAS  aiid   the  riaghreb   Unic]r`.      to   see  how   their     prosramme5  c:an
•Dc3  brought   in   alignment   with   the   programmes   of   tile   6AU   of
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buildilig     Pan-African   Ec:anemic  Communit:y.      Also,   we     ere  in  the

prot=e5E  of     reviewing  the    future  StructurE  .I  the    Ofiu  Cbneral

Secretariat  €o  see    the  kind  af    adju5tmen€5  and    ref arms  which

are  necB€Eary  in  order  i:a    enablE  it  discharge  the    function  of

helping  M§mber  SEatEs    in  fostering  greatBr  integration  ln    tile

Continent.

0{    c:Curse,   while    -Lhe    bulk    of  the    eff art     at    economic

devel®pmeni=  must  be     f}fri=an,   We  at  thE  t]Au  believe  that  in  the

aE}genEe    of  additionality  of  resources,   this  task    will  be  made

El®wer  anc3     mare  cliff icult.       That   is     wlly  we  Continue     to  urge

better  terms    ®{  trade.  greater    flow  of  investment    resourcE!s.

greater    act:ess  €o    [oilt:E5Sionary    Credit    by  f`frica    anci    most

importalitly,  definitive  action    on  tile  Central   question  c}f    the

Continent 's  external   indebtEdnes5.

Poiitit=ally,     the    Continent       is     in    great    ®o`/ement    as

[ountriEs  arE    converting    tc    political    pluralism.         Greater

political     oi]enness    based    c}n    Popular    particip3tien       i6    in

a5c:endance  on  the  Contir.Ent,     a5  people  want  and   are  given  more

Say     on  how  they  are  governed     by  whom  aiid     i or  how  ions.     This

new    openne5s  is  having    positive  results  to  the  political  life

of  our  Continent.     It  has  enablecl    a  free  and  vibrant  press    Eo

emerge.     We  see  the  growth  in  awarness  alld     clevelaFltrent  of  the
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Civil     society.            New      nan-gavErnmental     organizations      are

spring.ing  up     ancl  edvoEacy  for     many  EausEg]   raiiging  from  huflan

rights,     EiiE  envir-onment,     ilealtll     and    development  is    farEing

6overnmEnts  to    respond  Positively    With  increasing    frequency.

In  all     these,  the    OAu  llas    been  happily  asEaciated.       We    are

[allec]  to     Observe  and  Supervise    elEc=tienE  in  iT)any    ceLintrieg,

The  CAu  A+ri[an  Commis5iori  on  tiunan  and  Peoples`

Rights    i5    getting    increasingly    involved  lil    monitoring    the

F]Erf orfltali[E   af     governments     in     arEa5  of     human     rights.        find

National     'Hunan  Rights    Ceflrmis5ions    are     being  e5tabli5hed     in

many  CauntriEs.

Periiaps     nowhere     has       the     OAU     involvemerit     beert       more

profourid  than     in  the  Cc)ntiner`t's    sEarch  for     50lution§  to  tlle

maiiy  Conflicts  which  now  afflic:I     the  Continent.      In    a  radical

departure  fran  past  restric:tive  Practices  and    their  views,  the

Member     States  now     not     only    c:OnEedE  a     role     to   the     t]f}U     in

helping     them     resolve    conflic:ts,     they     are       morE    and     fliore

requiring    the    Organization  to    be  involved    actively.          f}§  a

rEsult  of     this  new  perspective  on     how  Memt]er     States  view  tile

role  of     the  OfilJ,   we     are  llow  actively  eligaged     in  a  number     of

countries.        THE     0AU  is  in    Liberia.   Rwanda,     Burundi,   to  5oma

extent     in   Mozambique,     Somalia®     Congo     and   in     this     c:ountr-y,

lending  its    hand  to    the  internal  eff arts    aimed  at    resolving

the  Eonfiic€.
~
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«iEhin     the    context    of     E]ringing  greater     pt]1itical     and

c}per-ational   c:on5i5tency    in  the    Way  f}frica  wants  ta     deal   with

thESE  c:onf licts,  Ofiu  leads.-5|  at  their    last  Summit  r,eating    in

Cbira]  Egypt  in  July  1993,  established  within  thE

Drgani=ation,   a    riEc.hanism  for    Canfli[t  Prevention,  rianagement

and  Resolutiori.        TIli5  HEc:hani5m,   whicll     will   operate  with     the

Bureau  af  the  f}ssembly  of  iieads    Of  State  aiid  Bavernnent  as  its

politic;i       Organ    will    have    the    Secretary-General    and    the
Secretariat  as  the    Operational  Arffl  as  well  as  a  Peace  Fund,  to

provide    re5ource5    fc}r     its  OPEration5.          This    MEchanism     is

already    functioning      and    it      has    net      several    timEs      at

fimba.ssadorial   level     and  once    each  at    Hinisterial  and    §unmit

level    to    consider  the    conf li[ts    that    llow    rage    on  in    the

t=ont i Hen t .

At     the     genesis       of     tllE     C]ec=ision     to     e5tabl.is-I       this

Hechani5m,     was  thE    determination  by    the    Hember  States    that

€ifne    has  no-rd     Eeme  i or  Af.-ice    to  re-seize    the  initiative  anc]

prt}vidE  leadership  in  its  attempts    at  i inding  solutieris  to  the

I:ariEi,ient`s     ct}nfliEts.        The     founding     c}f   tlie     Mecha..ism     was

hisEoric=,   coming   as  it  did,   when     Afric:a  is  mounting     c:oncerted

e{f8r€s  aE     economic=   development.        C}ur     Continent   neecjs     peace

and     Stability,   if     trlE     efforts     at  Ec:onomic     dEveloprhent     a+id

further  democratization  are  to    achieve  their  dEsire3
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abjeEtive5.        We  Cannot  Serve  the     caLJse   c]f     uriity,   of  ecoliomic

integration  ar    that  of  huean    rights,  without  I inding    durable

saluEit]ri5  ta  the  Conflicts  in  the  Continent.     In     empaweriiig

itself    through  this    Me[hani5m,     Africa    is  sayiiig    eilough     is

enotigh,   and  that  we  are  determined  ta  grasp  the    Mettle  and  put

oLirheLi5e    in     order    -even     if  we    shall     [antinue    to    need

lni=Ernational   Salic]arity  end  Suppt}rt.

In    a  nutshel.1,     Ladies  and    Beiltlement,   this    is  the  OAu,

whit:h       §oijth     Afric:a    will     be     joining.            Unlike    what     the

detra[tt]r5     af  Africa  may  w.ant  you    to  believe,  fifrica  is  not  a

continent  Condemned  ta  ec:onomi[  backwardness,   ta     coriflicts  ana-

one     withoilt  hope.       On     the  Contrary,     it  is    acontineJit     now

rEadyto     ret3efiile    its    place  in     the    world,   tQ     find     a    new

si:ra€eg.i[  importance    for  itself  -Ilot     one  of  en     intermECJiary

in  Cold  War,   but     One  of  a    partner  in  gloi]al   development.        §o

tar,  all    the  spirited  eff arts    at  econt}mic  reforth    infernally,

tif     integration  regionally,   t]f  f-urther    demaEratizatian  a5  kell

as  those  af  ending  eoilflic:ts    are  all   elements  af  a  new    agelida

far   c]ijr     Organization-        !=     is    nat  an     agenda  of     a    re5iqned

ConEiileiiE.        Rather  it  is    an  agenda  of  a    hopeful,   a  =onficleiit

and     determined  f]f.rice.     k'e  want     the  new  South  Africa  to  bring

hope  and  vigour  to  tliis    Flew  dynamism  aild   determination     of   the

Continent.,
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Ladies  and  Gen+lemen,

fi    South    Africa      reconciled    With       itself ;     a      c:auntry

liE]erated  ft-om  the  ignominy    of  raEi5m  and  re-born  to  the  glory

af  freedom.     equity    and  justit:a.         A    South  Afric:a    tthiEh    is

democratic;     ur`ited      and    at      F]eace    with      itself    and      its

neighbaur5.        fi    §outtl  Africa,     Whit:h     i5  et=anothically    Strong,

dynaDi[   and     pra5F]erous;   a    §C]LJt-n     Africa  WhiEh     i§  a    valuable

member   of  the    Afric:an  family  of  nations,   joined  in    5oliclari€y

wit-n  i:he  rest    of  this  Carltinent,   is  tliE  South  flfrica  ue  fought

for,   i€  is  the  §®uth  Africa  we  look  {oi.are  to.

We  all     have  the    obiiga±ian  ta     en5iire  that     we  play    t}ur

respective  parts  in  the    deliverance  of  that  South  a.frica.    The

days  ahead  will  be  critical  ar`d   I     hope  aild  pray  that  we    Shall

de+eat   a-dr  fear55   aver[ontE  the  .  impediments  on  t-ne  way.     in  the

confident  iiape  tliat    we  a:Tall  5aon  live    to  See  that  new    §auth

fifriEa,     taking  its    proud  and  rightful     role  in    the  Comity  of

Nations-

ooooOOoooe


