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Your Excellency, President John Kufuor,     tgiv president of the

Republic of Ghana,

-y#;g#|bHJ[>=s#`etprhn=:;:?range'
Your Excellencies, Ministers responsible for the Water Sector

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

I  wish  to  thank the  organizers  for inviting  me  to  participate

at   this   important   conference.       This   conference   is   an

important     milestone     on     the     road     to     better    water

management   in   Africa.       I   wish   to   convey   my   sincere

appreciation  to  the  Government  of the  Republic  of  Ghana

and all those involved in the organization of this conference,

fir;;:;:ywarfELre;£:j]:;::.extendedtousa||.a.ffaJ2to4®+Cinut,

About   two    months    ago,    the   President   of   the   African

Development  Bank  requested  me  to take  on the  challenge

to act as the African Water Ambassador.



¥#d.4Q#fu"Fif##=,ho®S:*,*d#
apa4q=rz=futr`c+,

This  responsibility  ;.nter a/t.a  entails  promoting  water  issues

in   our   continent   and    soliciting   support   on    international

arenas.  Such  sensitization  and  mobilization of support aims

towards  effective  utilization  of  African  water  resources  in

order to bring about sustainable development.

I  consider it to be an honour and great privilege to be asked

to  take   uD   this._task.   While   being   conscious   of  my   ovyn

H+[EiHiEEEi=+[=EiiiTTEE`=HEE=iE,iHT+L±EiiifR¥Tn±.+mHE.E+limitat

importance    of   water   as    a    critical    resource    in    social,

economic and environmental security.

The fact that  most countries  in Africa  share common  rivers

or  lake  basins,   is  particularly  significant.  This  is  because

under  this  situation,   the   use   of  our  water  resources  for

sustainable   development   can   best   be   achieved   through

creative     collaboration     and     cooperation     between     our

countries.    I    will    therefore   do    my    utmost   to    assist   in

promoting  and  nurturing this cooperation.

Ten  years  after  the  UN  Conference  on  Environment  and

Development,  we  are  preparing  for  the  World  Summit  on

Sustainable  Development,  which will  provide an  opportunity

to  assess  how  far we  have  gone  in  realizing  our collective

goals.
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Ten  years  ago,  commitments were  made  and  actions were

defined  to  address the areas of water for drinking, water for

food   security,   climate   change   and   its   impacts   on  water

resources, and water for sustainable development.

lt    has    been    recognized    that,    despite    domestic    and

international    actions,    there   is   still   a   major   gap   in   the

implementation   of  Agenda   21.   Ten   years   after   Rio,   the

world   is   sti.Il   confronted   with   the   challenges   of  endemic

poverty,    unsustainable   development   and    environmental

degradation.

Therefore,  the Johannesburg  Conference should  help  us to

re-commit    and    re-dedicate    ourselves    to    confront    the

challenges  of sustainable  development.  It is for this  reason

that  I  consider this  conference  of water stakeholders  to  be

particularly important.

Water  is  a  key  to  sustainable  development,  crucial  to  its

social,   economic   and   environmental   dimensions.    Every

human  being,  now  and  in  the  future,  should  have  enough

clean   water  for  drinking   and   sanitation,   and   enough   for

productive activities at reasonable and affordable cost.



Providing  adequate water to  meet these  basic  needs  must

be   done   in   an   equitable   manner   that   allows   adequate

amount of water to be set aside for environmental needs.

ln Africa,  much  remains  to  be  done  as  we  are  still  far from

this  ideal  situation.  Many  parts  of Africa  are  suffering  from

alternating  floods  and  droughts  due  to  poor  temporal  and

spatial  distribution  of rainfall.

The   developmental   dimension   of   water   resources   has

hardly  been  exploited  in  our  continent.  It  is  estimated  that

we  are  currently  using   only  40/o  of  our  annual  renewable

water resources.

The  challenge  of  responding  to  the  water  needs  of  more

than  300  million  people  in Africa,  seems  very daunting.  But

it is a challenge that can and must be overcomed.

The  issues  concerning  the  water  resource  require  the  full

involvement  of  all  of  us  and  we  cannot  afford  to  relegate

them to being  merely technical or sectoral.

To  address  the  opportunities  and  threats  associated  with

water   management,    an   African   Water   Vision   is   being

considered.     The     vision     emphasizes     equitable     and
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sustainable  use  and  management  of  water  resources  for

poverty  alleviation,  socio-economic  development,   regional

cooperation,  and the environment.

At    regional    level,    the   vision    calls   for   partnership    and

solidarity   between   countries   that   share   common   water

basins.

At   national    levels,    it   requires   fundamental   changes   in

policies,    strategies    and    legal    frameworks,    as   well    as

changes   in   institutional   arrangements   and   management

practices.

At   global    level,    it    urges   for   assistance   from    Africa's

development  partners  in  mobilizing  seed funding  for setting

in   motion   the   urgent   developments   needed   to   underpin

sustainable water resources management in the continent.

ln  the  role that  has  been  assigned  to  me to  promote water

issues,   I   pledge   to   do   my   utmost   in   promoting   Africa's

interests   on   this   important  sector   in   the   context   of  the

African    Water   Vision,    and    in   the    light   of   the   various

initiatives  being  undertaken  in the continent.



-`,\            .

Let  me  at this juncture  stress the  importance  of sensitizing

all  our  people  and  leaders  on  the  imperative  of conserving

and  efficiently  deploying  the  water  resource.  Moreover,  we

need   to   explore   ways   and   means   of  developing   viable

strategies   for   ensuring   sustainable   investments   by   our

governments   and   the   private   sector   in   harnessing   this

resource.

I  am confident that as a result of these consultations here in

Accra,  and  later  in  Abuja  we  will  reach  a  common  position

on   the   key   priorities   and   also   build   necessary   political

support  and   legitimacy  within  the  framework  of  OAU/AU

and   position   our   efforts   in   the   context   of   the   NEPAD

Program.  We  should  arrive  in  Johannesburg  for the  World

Summit   on   Sustainable   Development,   as   well   as   other

international   fora   such   as   the   3rd   World   Water   Forum,

promotingacleariyarticulatedap£#L#dpositionip/ey/givofs

Finally,   I  reaffirm  my  commitment  to  work  closely  with  you

and other water stakeholders, together with the Task Force,

the  Africa  Development  Bank  and  other  Institutions  driving

this process, towards the achievement of our goals.

I  thank you.

6



\



Haraka Sana .
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NyereT-e Foundati{m.

'l`zL.fadhaii sanii, niiomba upeEeke hiyo taarif'a kweye vyolnbo vya hahal'i

1.  ITV
2.  DTV
3.   Star
4.  Redio Tamzanjn
5.   Magaz€li .y'ii  I I'§!uL7.u, Mwanan€Eii,  Miijirip, \nipashc

Jitahidi taarifa hii iluke bila kuchelewa
ri`rcd Mpendfi7,oc.



rfl`AAR]FA KATrKA VYOMBO

WA HABARI

Mkutano wa Wadau juu ya usimamizi in matumizi bora na endelevu ya
maji Afrika ummefunguliwa leo 15.4 2002 in Rflis wa Ghana
Mheshimiwa Jol]n A. Krfour.  Mkutano  huo umehudhuHwa  naL
washiriki zaidi ya 150 Kutoha Africha na mashiriha mbali mbali ya
Kimataifa.

Mheshiwa DK Salinu A. Salim ambaye hivi Karibuni amechagutiwa
Kuwa BaLozi wa Maji wa Afrika alikaribishwa kuhutubia mkutano hoe
mlJllimu,

Mheshiwiwfl  Dk  *a!im A.Salim, trama Ba]ozi wa Maji wa Afrika
atakuwa  msitmaji  mkuu wa masuala ya maji Afriha katika maandalizi
ya Mkutano wa Kjmataifa juu ya Maendeleo Eudelevu  utahaofanyika
tJohannesberg Afriha ya Kusiui mwezi Septemba 2002.

Katika hotuba yake Mbeshimiwa Dk Salim A. Salim alisisitiza:

I .   AmckubiiGi Li(\.uf i wa kuwa Balozi na M``emji mkuu wa masualfl ya
maji AfriB{a  k  Etokatia  na  ul{weli kwaml)a maji ni mhimu kwn m6Iish:i
na maent!eletp ya binaadamu kwa kila hall na pin maji ni muhimu
sana hatiEra ut!in7.aji wa maziugira,

2.   Aialfa2E, @£i.`:,isitina  Erwamba ALFr!ka Dado haijaweza kuithmia rasilim2ihi

ya rmaji KatiEffl kujiletea maendeo FBa kiiboresha maisha.  Akitoa
mftan®, imaekeilir§wa kwamba ni asiEim&a 4 tu ya   maji saffi

y:amay€DjBi&1iEfi"lil  ,,Afrikei  yanzatumiha ka8ika  shugEiuli  mbali mbflHi ztl
BE)aemde!q.`{).

3.   Kutokan:i na ukw'€li kw3mba mabondc mengi ya mito yanachangiwa
na nchi tiyingi, Mtleshimiwa Dk Salim .A Salim aljsisitiza kwamba
matumizi bora ya maji yafapatihana tu iwapo kutakuwepo na
u£Ea:grEkiagB® wa  haaeli ya 3mu  kaffl,ra   msbfli  !'€t:SEE|;:ff,.   EHavyo,  frsffijffiftEA,iuli

k-uttum!a wadhifa wake kama Balozi wa Maj& Afrika kuimua kiw@mg®
cha ushirikiano baina ya nchi zinazochangia mabonde ya mito au
maziwa-



4.   ^idha, Mlieslliwfl I)k Salim A Salim alilisisitiza suala la uhamzisisIIftji

juu ya miitumiizi ltora na eDdelevu wa IIIaji Afriha upewe
hipaumbe]e katika nchi za Afrika.

5.   Mwislio,  IVIElesliimiwa Dk Salim A Sa]im alizitaha nchi za Afriha
kiiwa nil  !32,`iEmanm mmoja katiha mazungumzo ya kimataifa juu yi§
mz4endeletb en{]c]t.vu  utakao fanyiha `Tohanl)esbung Afriha ya Ku.qjni
lia wakati wa mkL[tano wa tatu wa masu:I]a ya maji  duniani
utakaofan.yikfl Japani mwaka 2003.

Katika mkutano wa Accra Ghana Mheshimiwa Dk Saim A  Sa]jm
amefuatatan na nd'ugu Fred M|)enda.zee  mtalaamu wa maji na
T"2.ingira kutokei  Bodi Kuu ya Maji, katiha Wizara ya Maji na
Maendleo yzl Mi!'`igtb.  Aidha, mtanzai)ia mwingine ahiyehudhuria
mkutano hue ni J'rufessa Ninhu Hatibu mfaalamu kutoka Chuo Kikuu
cha Sokbine alTLbaye aliwakilisha Shirika ha Utafiti wa masuala ya maji
kwa a].ill yaL hilimo hatiha Afrika ya Mastlarihi na Kati.

Fred Mp¢ndazoe.
Accm Ghana, I 5.4.2002
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Ills I.XCELLENCY DR. SALIM A. SALnl,
WflTER AMBASSADOR for AFRICA,

AT THli STAKEHOLDERS CONFERENCE ON
WATER AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN .-\FRIC,,'\

15 APRIL 2001, ACCR_-i GHANA

Yoi!r Excel!t`ilGy,  Presic!ent Jolln  Kufuor,        the  president of the Republic
of Ghana,

Your Royal  Higl`riee.`-,£,  the  Prillce  of Orange,

Your  Ext;elleFici`  a,  rvliiiisters  re5p¢n3ib!cl  fcjr  the  Vld'ater  Sector

Di5tii1{jui`j:iLid1..i{Ii`,.fpai1dGeiitiemen,

I     \Mt:`,h     tt.)     lli(jii).i     '    it          trrjL`,iiid7ij.r`r,     (or     in\,'i{I/ig     iTi)-.     (o     parl`It;ip.'.-ilr?     €lt     {his     it-nrji.jrt`.JH`\

t./;r\(L.if:.i.ice            I   lil.,    J„    triiert3r`ice    I:;    ari    iiTiportiir}l     n.`illL.5tcne    t),'1    the    rr.)ti(J    [ij    r)/:,.ttei.

watei`  mandgerrieiit  1,'1  Atrica      I  wish   [O  Cctnvey  my  sincere  appi.eciatiiJn  lo  the
Govemmem  of thi:  P`epublic c)f Ghana  and  all  thc]se  invcilved  in  the  organi=ation
of this  corlferenct ,  fcjr the  warm  receptlctn  exte,idec]  to  us  all

ribttut    (`wzj     nif,Hoi:.I,     :igo,     the     Presic!ent    of    {Le    African     Developmeo{     fJ:ink

rcj(.|uestt3d  i')L.  i()  I.jkri  on  the  C,hallengE  to  act  as  the  African  Water  Amb;r3s5aijJor
T}uf;  respolisibili[y  w,'L.r a/`.a  entails  Promoting  \r.vater  issues  ln  our  continent  anc!

3fjliciting  sur+port  on  internatlonal  arenas.  Sijch  sensitizatlcin  and  mobiliza[lc>n  of
sur3r)ort  alms  t`'jw,-ir{]<i  effective  utilization  of  African  water  resources  in  orrJer  tct
bring  about  5ustainable  development

I  c,rir`sicl8r  lt  tct  bL`  an  lionour and  great  privilege  to  be  asked  tc)  take  ljp  (his  tas/`
While  being  cc)nscjous  of my  own limitations  I  accepted  the  challenge  bearing  in
mind  the   importance  of  water  as  a  critical   resource. in   5ocial,   econc)mic  and
environmental  secLlnty.

The  fact  thfit  mo.c;t  t-jountries  in  Africa  share  commcjn  rivers   or  lake  baslns.   is

particularly  ``.`,ignificant.  This  ts  because  under thls  sltuation,  the  use  of o[jr water
resources  itt_jr  su`:tai'iabl€  development  can  ht;i<jt  rje  af;hie\zecj  through  cr¢3t-I+I\.,'i?

ccjliaDcratian   ancj   cooperation   betwe.c!n   our   cou.ntries`    I   will   there.fore.   f:.     .`'.,'

utmost  to  assis:  !n  prcjmoting  anc!  nurtljr!rlg  +i\.Tis  cooperation,

Ten  years  after  the  lJN  Cc)nference  on  Environment  and  Development,  we-are

preparlng for the  \^/orld  Summit on  Sustainable  Development,  which  will  provide
an  opportunity  to  as`'``e5s  how far we  have  gone  in  realizing  our collective  gc,als



! i"  yeai.s  a(jo,     `il`  Hiitmenls  were  niade  ancl  :ictjons  were  clefined  to  ar.I(JiL>ss
the   ai.eas  of  w`~j'   Ir      H  clrinking,  water  for  food  Security,   climate  change  and  Its
Impacts  ori  wat/.    rti   I'.turces,  and water for sustainable  development.

It  h.is  been  rEjcr.„jru., t.id  that,  desplte  domestlc  ..]ncI  Intemational  actjcilis,  there  is
still  a  major  ga[t  in  tlie  implementatlon  of Agenda  21.  Ten  yeais  after  Rio,  the
world  is  stm  cor]Itorited  with  the  challenges  c>f  endemic  poverty,`ijnsustainab|e
dcvelc)pm€?nt  ant-I  I.F  vironmental  degradation.

Therefrjrrj,   thcJ    I    li      ,IiesbLlrg  Conference   should   ht?lp  us  (o  re--com,lli(  {]i.H]  rc
cJI`.,`tjlt:...ite  oiit.t`,I.il  +   .is   o  corllrorit  the  Cliallenges  cjl   SustalH,able  develc)P",.ir".   It  iti

for   this   reason   tnal   I   conslcier   triis   conference   of  water  stakeholders   to   lje

partic,u1ar1yimpoiiarit.

Watf3r  is  a   kt,.y  ttj  sij:3tainable  development,  Cruclal  lo  il!i  5L`c:a;,  CLtjn,:`riiic  {1nd

environmental  di,'iierisions.  Every  human  being,  now  and  in  the  future,  should
have  enc]ugh  clean  water for drinking  and  sanitation,  and  enciugh for productive
activities  at reasonable and afforcla.ble cost.

Provic!Ing   adeqL\-.Ite   water   to   mee.t   these   basic   needs   must   be   clone   ln   an
equitable   rTi2nner  tiiat   allows   aclequate   amount   cif  water  to   be   set   aside  for
e n v I rc) n in e n ta I  ri t:. € cl .-,

ln  Afrlca,  much  rt.3mtllns  to  be  done  as  we  are  still  far  from  this  ideal  situatior,
Many  parts  of  Afrlca  are  suffering  from  alternating  flciods  and  droughts  due  to

poor temporal  and  si)atial  distribution  of rainfall

The  developmeri'Lal  \jimension  of  Water  resc)urces  has  harclly  been  explolted  in
our  Continent    lt  i  5   e  `,timated  that  we  are  Currently  Lising  only  4°/a  of  oijr  aririijal
renewable water-   i;L jurces

The  ch`iJjeiige  ot  i es,tonding  to  the  water rieecls  of rTiorf..  than  300  rrii,ilon  pe3pL3
who  currently  do   `o[  liave access  to  clean  and  safe water in Afri¢a,  5eerTis  very
daunting.  But  it  I:  a  challenge  that can  and  must  be  overcomecL

The  issues  cctnt.,I lmt,tg  tr,e  water  resource  require  the  fun  involvement  of  all  of
us and we  can" atlord  to relegatel.them  to  being  merely technical or sectoral

To  address  the   .  :ttrj',rtunities  and  threats  asst`,`ciated  wlth  water  management,
tlri  African  \^Jatri   VI   Ion   is  beinc  consldered    -,'lie  vision  emphasizes  eqult€.tble

and    sustalnablcl    'u:rj    and    management    of    water    resources    for    poverty
aHevjation,  `  soc!/--ei',cnomic     develo.pment,     regional     cooperation.     and     the
environmeFit.

At    reglcinal    level,    the    vision    calls    for   partnership    2iia    scilidarity    between
countries  that  sh€H-e  common water basins.



At  natior\al   1¢`,  j   ,1!-,    it  requires  fundamental   changes   ln  policies,   strategic::,   ,-and
I.3tjal    frt'irr\e`n,`i    k:-,      as    well     as    changes    iri    Institutional    arrangements    anc]
il\anagement  r    ac`lces.

At  glc)bal   levc.I,   it   urges  for  assistance  from  Africa's  development  partners  in
mobilizing  seei-J  fiincling  for  setting  in  motion  the  urgent  developments  needed
to  underpin  su`Staiiiable water resc)urces management in  the  continent.

In  the  rule  tht'j!  h.'i+,  r]eeri  assigned  to  .rTie  to  prctmote water issues,  I  pledge  to  c(c>
my  utrr,ost  lil  L , `7ii  rjting  ,4fnca's  interests  C)n  this  imponant  sector  in  the  context
t.jt    l}i{-;    .I^\fl\`'`,t-jr       `/.J   iter   Visicln,     t]tlcl    in    the    ii{!ilt    cif   the    'v'arious    lnitiat'Ives    i,Hj3iri,'j

iJnderiakiji`,  ii\       it.     .ontim-,.ii[

L`-3'l   rr,3   tit   lIH       T.ji   I ,I.ure   Stress   the   imporlaa,Ilt` ,--,`   Cf   3`€jr5it)i;r|   .:jl\   oLlr   iJi?c\T`ili`,-;   +I,r`,rj`'

){jt-jtJt`,`r.€j    /ji.i     u            u    ir)erati\+c!    cjr    cons(3rving     ,=`iricl     `e[[ir,iJ`-7ritly    tlfL3r+`loylri:3     {h\'|     w,'-/„

re:.jol.irrj`.j     Mf        io   ,r,   wcj   ri{ji?iJ   I()   +.}y`[)ltHu   wa`/-;   €1ntl   rri(ji3li9   C)t  develrjpuls   `/iili]le

:Strategies   lcH   ,;il.it-..uring   sustalnable   in`zestments   by  c]ur  governments   and  the

private  sector-  n  liarne§sing  this  resource.

I  am  cofifideri'  tli,`-t  as  a  result  of these  cons\jltation§  here  in  Accra,  and  later  lil
A[>uja   we   wi';   rc,.    t.,ri   a   common   position   oil   the   key   priorities   and   also   r)ullrJ
rlec.,ess£]r`/  rj`' I    it`;.   :  support  and  legitimacy  wilhln  the  framework  of C)AIJ/AU  anil

positioH  tjur  t    ft»i  ,  ln  the  context  of  the  NEPAD  Program.  We  should  arrive  in
Jc)hannesbui/I;   foi   the  World  Summit  on  §ustainable  Development,   as  well  a§
other intemattt`jna!  fora  such as  the  3rd World Water Forum,  promoting  a  Clearly
artlculated  arit]  uriified  position,

Finally,   I   reaffirm   my   commitment  to  work  closely  with   you   and   other  water
stakeholders,  together with  the  Task  Force,  the  Africa  Development  Bank  aha
other lnstitutic]ns  driving this process, towards the achievement Of our gc)als.

I  thank yciu.
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