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soy  CEeyRE8  HEADs  EN  AssEMBL¥

Taeania' a  S&1in Ahaed  Salim has  becone  preGidcas
®£  the  urieed  }iation8  Goner8l  As8drly  -  ®S  €be  eaerty

:::£¥ ::; ENifer6£i:V:£t:€iofi¥tiao¥%t£&ahfrarffi%% ha
vari®u8  forms  and  r©cien  in  Sough Afric3.    Genial
Nenre  Service  profile€  Che  ttenr  pE®8iden€.

By "D' fflREne
United  Etetionc,New  ¥®ck

Approx.  8cO urd8.

Ag  dipLenat®  8o,   the  new  Sfe8idenc  og  the  tEN  General  Aaserfefty  1®  eene.-

ttiing  ®g  a  toy  8ceiu8.
Solia Ahabed  Salian  of  Tarazanis,  She  eefand-youg}ge8€  diplomee  to  tioltl  the

Parl±Grmt oS.fan'3  higiveet  elee€1ry®  of€iae,  vec  22  yea#S  old  when fate  b®grm

hi@  a:db&@8ed®rial  cere®g  in  €©1r®  1u  19$4.     Even  nowo  ha  ic  only  37  end  jcot

e€iro  nea!:Lthe  Older  Glean  the  y®ung®ec-ever  AS@dely  pre8idene,   €h®  i9°/$  8®®cien`®

Abdelaeia  B8cate€1iha  o£  Algeria.
®®@pice  his  grouch,   the  et±asllicat  8alin  alr®edy  ie  being  ae€eae&oned  €@  a

peBSible  caecG®®®r  to  Sha  tEN  ©eeretsxp-geaegalehip  athen Dr  fuar&  ifel6hein'B
€®=n  expires  at  the  end  o£  1981.     But  cia  preeiden€,  iDmereed  in aegG
idmedi€€® r®spreibilieie8,  reacted  coldly  fo  &be  €ese.then sfaca  ££ en€
raised  Bt  hi6  £ir8t  grress  conference  here.

"ire  aEreedy  hne  a  secr®&s=y-geneTcl  of  ch®  united  ife€£RE!'®  ha  re-

tot'€ed,   '`H®  iB `a®ing  a  ®aperb  job  in  srL  ex€tenely  diff±eelti  3££amgfro.     I
Chink  lee eia»®€  lace  edd  Eo  the  biirdca  of  hi8  re.pca8ibiliSieB  fry  i:do.i€iayg
in  idi®  apeeulatiQn. !t

Neaa©rshele$3e   fhe  v©ny  face  that  Sfllin®  t±ntil  ttov  TaffiBania'c  tEN  erfuaae-

ad®r,  fro3  keel  Bingled  out  fog  ®pecdi®tica  ref I,ee€8  his  €€astsae  iB  €hee
un  cQffmmifty.
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The  recognition  that  propelled  him  into  the  As8enbly  presidency  by
accl"Cion  did  not  cone  all  at  once.    When  he  presented  his  un  onba®snd-
orinl  credeti€ial8  over  nine  years  ago  at  the  age  o£  28,  he  was  eon8ideged
a  fir®Tbr®athing  radical  whose  speeches  were  h8umarked  by  fncaperonce
if  nof  estrsmism.

The  years  Lava  mellowed  his  Style,  and  Coday  he  ig  respected  a8  one  of
1

ehe  EN'8  rest  adroit  and  effective  diplo"ts.
But  his  eonviccions  of  t7hat  he  considers  to  be  the  futanental  challeng®8

£&cin8  the  Utiited  Nations  remain  unaltered.    The  peinc  was  clear  free  his
first  proaooncemene8  as  A88enbly'pregidezic,  when  he  oucliaed  his  a8se8o-

n}ent  of  key  global  problen}8  and  ''root  causes'.  of  intermtioael  conflict,
acong  Chew:

''Th©  viohacien8  o±®  hrmn  rigbt6  in  various  fom8".   iaeluting  the  "inter-

nati®n®lised  racism"  of  apartheid  in  Southern  Africa®
The  Middle  E&B€  conflict,  whoae  "core"...18  the  continued  denial  ®f  €hs

inalienable  rights  of  the  P81e8tfr.ion  people  to  8elfndefendne€ion,  ineledfng
the  gight  to  e8tabli8h  an  independent  8tste''.     (At  the  8ae  eire,  alluding
to  I8ra®1}S  he  defended  tbe  "right  of  all  States  ia  the  area  to  ®n  inde-

pendent  exi®tence") .
"  .    The  world'810  ndllion-plus  refugee8   ("a  cryiELg  Best:irony

of  mn'8   iwhunanity  to  man;i)  who  are  fugiciver€  £rcrm  peiieic&1.

ecenanic  or  religious  persecution  or  deprivetion.
j a    The  aeed  for  fundaneQtal  structural  charLge8  in  the  ititer-

neeiounl  ec®aonic  9y8tem  to  trodify  the  existing  developent
otrate8y8  which  h®8  "miserably  failed"  to  halti  the  widening
®f  the  gap  between  the  trorld's  rich  and  peor.

T  ®    The  tendency  of  goverrment's  to  use  the  un{  &8  ¢`an  in5tru-

meat  ®£  convenience"  instead  of  as  an  orgaeia3€ioQ  ut¢ee&7;

8tTuc&ured  a8  a  "perpetoul  instr`]nent  for  the  promaSion  Bf

peee®.   8eeusity  and  international  cooperatioti".
Alen8  wit:h  aperfaheid,   the  challenge  with  which  Sali"'©  "  fa8reer  is

rose  cloBely  id®neified  i8  decolonisatien.From  1972  mtil  h®  "®  elected
A88enfuly  plesidene,  he  was  chairma  of  the  powerful  Special  {Beeoleni.Sc-
ion)  Cenitt®e  og  24.

ha  fact,  he  licked  the  two  i88ue8  in  his  pre9ideuti©1  speech  to  the
ASsenbly  when  he  pointedly  deplored  the  fact  that  "the  twin  evil8''  o£

apartheid  and  G®1onialim  "Still  prevail  in  8outherR  Africa".       ELt  he
also  broadened  She  target  of  his  con           to  include  eddieional  pepulat-
iong  in  the  Middle  East  and  Asia    -  I _     _..e  Suffering  from  the  huniaiatien

of  being  8ubjeca  people  under  co       i®1ism,  racism  and  other  forms  of
d®mirmtion  and  indigaities".
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ozig  Salita'8  other  UN  a8sigunent8  dealing  with  dec¢1oniali8at±en
L--i__,   _                -,          .

_         __ _   __~.~.®   w.Lti  uq€c¢|Onialisa£&on  have
been  the  chaiffmnahip  of  a  gpf!cial  ni8sioa  that  vi6ited  the  Sdtlth  Paeific
island  of  eriue,   a  depgndefficy  of  Wev  Zealand.   and  the  vfca  pre®ldeeey  ®£  an

incern&€ional  confarence  on  Zinbabee-ELodesia  end  RTanibfa. frouch  West  Afgfcaj,

He  was  also  chai"fl  of  the  Security  Council'§  condft:¢e  oR  Saeetiaas
8sainst  Rhodesia  and.   in  Oslo,  chairunn  of  the  political  eondc€Qe  of  an
iReernational  confsrence  to  suppore  victin8  of  colonialism  and  apartheid
in  6outhem Africa.

AB  the  aREba88ador  of  nan-aligned  lanzatiia.   Salin  hag  been  a  d®1esate  eo

conferences  held  by  the  neutrali'8t  bloc.  most  recently  eke  Snot  ®£  £f:ar-roE~
eiigned  eountrie8  in  Havane,  Cuba.

Specking  aa  As8@thly  pre8£dent.   Salim  praised  tbe  movunnt  got  playing
'!a  vanguard  role  in  the  8trnggle  for  decocr8tisation  og  1&£ermatlouel  rel-

a€ions"    and  88  a  force  in  ixpleaencin8  the  nevF  interuntfonal  eeoncaic
order ,

I)espite  his  na€ural  preoccupat:ion  with  the  problems  ®g  Africa.   Salim  ha8

gone  farther  afield  in  his  career.    He  hag,   for  exaxple.   a®rved  a8  Ianaenia'a
arfeasgndor  to  Peking  and  Pyongyang.     Fran  the  early  1970s  until  his  election

eo  €ha  Assembly  pgesfdency,   lie  was  anha88ador  to  Cuba  end.   cohceerently,  high
c®mis8ioner  to  Guysun,   Barbados.  Jamica  and  rrinidaa  and  Bat>ag®,

Born  in  Zatizibar  on  January  23.   1942,   Salim  mag  ed¢c`a8ed  at  htunba
College  there.  8t  the  University  o£  Delhi  and  se  rvew  Fork  Cfty'8  Columbia

University  School  of  Iacemagional  Offairs.
§one  delegations,  notably  t:hose  of  Israel  and  South  Afri¢.a®  have  pr±-

vstely  expressed  scep€ieisn  about  Salim'§  ability  €o  preside  ev¢S-tondedly
ovgfr  the  Aasethly  i&  v{®w  -  88  a  press  conference  question  pet  it  -  ttof

your  scat tedposieion8  on  the  }{iddle-Hast  and  sue  African  qt&eBtienB, "
Utiperfurbed,   the  pgesidenc  replied!

'Th©  positions  I  have  taken  on  bach  those  i8gueg  are  po8itsiens. thas  have

been  articulated,   defended.   espoused,   ch8xpioned  and  reiters€ea  iu  tHe
General  A8senbly  year  in  and  year  out;  and  in  that  respect.   I  do  n®€  8®e
that  it  Should  be  in  any  way  di££icult  f.a  me  €o  m&int:Gin  ixparefaEfty"H

CEMrNI.

Arour  THE  AUTcOR!:     EED  roRELL0  has  been  geporting  rhird  !Sorld
stinc8ic;n  for  may  years.     He  t.ffites  for  the
•   !be  Muslim.   and   aaifa+al    A,_.__.__and  Several  American  newspapers.
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