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Boy genius heads UN
General Assembly

By TED MORELLO

United Nations New York.

As diplomats go, the new
president of the United
Nations General Assembly is
something of a boy genius.

Salim Ahmed Salim of Tan-
zania, the second-youngest
d:plomat to hold the Parlia-

of Man’s highest elec-

[fice, was 22 years old

he began his ambassa-
_wunaan Career in Cairo in 1964,
‘Even now, he is only 37 and
just fwo months older than
the youngest-ever Assembly
president, the 1974 session’s
Abdelaziz Bouteflika of
Algeria.

Despite his youth, the ebul-
lient Salim already is being
mentioned as a possible suc-
cessor to the UN secretary-
generalship when Dr. Kurt
Waldheim’'s term expires at
the end of 1981. But the

president, immersed in more '

immediate responsibilities,
reacted coldly to the sugges-
tion when it was raised at his
Press conference here,
~~!We already have a seccre-

“%general of the United

ons”’, he retorted: “He is
doing a superb job in an ex-
tremely difficult situation. I
think we must not add to the
burden of his responsibilities
by indulging in idle specula-
tion,’ *

Nevertheless, the very fact
that Salim, until now Tan-
zania’s UN ambassador, has
been singled out for specula—
tion reflects his stature in the
UN community.

The reecognition that pro-
pelled him into the Assembly
presidency by acclamation did
not come all at once, When
he presented his UN ambassa-
dorial credentials over nine
years ago at the age of 28, he
was considered a fire-breath-
ing radical whose speeches
.were hallmarked by intemp-
erance if not extremism.

The years have mellowed
his style, and today he is
respected as one of the UN’s
most adroit and effective
diplomats.

But his convictions of what
he considers to be the frr-
mental challenges facing the
5n1ted l'vr?ltelons remaiu un

te t was clear
from mﬂ.s first %or‘glnuuncements

< as Assembly. president, when
" he outlined his assessment of
key global problems and “root
causes” of international con-

_ flict, among them:

““The violations of human
rights in various forms”, in-
cluding the ‘internationalised
racism” of apartheid in south-
ern Africa,

The Middle East contlict,
whose *‘core” , . . is the con-
tinued denial of the inalien-

ybable rights of the Palestinian
ple to self-determination,

ing the right to e.stab—

ﬁ;@ an_independent state,
¥ > same time, alluding
he defended the
I states in the area

LI\

@ The world’s 10 million-
plus refugees (“‘a crying testl-
mony of man’s inhumanity to
mat’’) who are fugitives from
political, economic or reiigious
persecution or deprivation,

@ The need for fundamental
structural changes in the
international economic sys-
tem to modify the existing
development strategy, which
has “miserably failed” to
halt the widening of the gap
between the world’s rich and

. The tendency of govern-
ments to use the UN as ‘“‘an
instrument of convenience”
instead of as an organisation
uniquely; structured as a
“perpetual instrument for the
promction of peace, security
and international co-opera-
tion”,

Along with apartheid, the
challenge with which Salim’s
UN career is most closely
identified is decolonisation.
From 1972 until he was elect-
ed Assembly president, he was
chairman of the powerful
Special (Decolonisation) Com-
Inittee of 24,
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In fact, he linked the two

issues in his presiceatial
speech to the Assembly when
he pointedly deplorea ihe fact
that “the twin evils” of apar-
theid and colonialism “still

-prevail in southern "Afrca”.

But he also broadened the
target of his concern to in-
cluae additional populations in
the Middle East and Asia that

«'are suffering from the
humiliation of bheing subject
people under  cojonialism,

racism and other forms o1
domination and indignities”.
Among Salim’s other UN
assignments dealing with de-
colonialisation have been the
chairmanship of a special
mission that visited the South
Pacific island of Niue, a de-
pendency of New Zealand, and
the wice presidency of an
international conference on
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and Na-
mibia, (South West Africa).
He was also chairman of the
Security Council’s committee
on sanctions against Rhodesia
and, in Oslo, chairman of the
political committee of an
international conference to

support victims of colonialism
and apartheid in southern
Africa,

As the ambassador of non-
aligned Tanzania, Salim has
been a delegate to conterences
held by the neutralist bloc,
most recently the summit of
the non-aligned countries n
Havana, Cuba,

Speaking as Assembly pre-
sident, Salim praised the
movement for, playing ‘“a
vanguard role4n The struggle
for democratisation of inter-
national relations” and as a
force in implementing the new
international economir o.der.

Despite his natural pre
occupation with the problems
of Africa, Salim has gone
farther afield in his ca eer.
He has, for example, served
as Tanzania’s ambassador to
Peking and Pyongyang. From
the early 1970s until his elec-
tion to the Assembly p esid-
ency, he was ambassador to
Cuba and, concurrently, high

« commissioner to Gu ana. Bar-

bados, Jamaica and Trinidad
and Tobage. —GEMINI,




