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Hr.     Chairman
`.'our    Exceller.cies:     the    Heads    c\f   State    and    Covernnent

Honourable   Mir.isters

Distinguished    Secretary    Ger`eral    of    t,he    PTA

DLstinguisti.ed    r,eicgates

Ladies    and    Ger`.I,lemen

I   wish   at   t;-,e   .v'ery   outset,    to   express   ny   sincere   ap.I)reciaticr.

for   the   invitation     extended     to     me   to   participate   in   this   august
Assembly      on      the      occasion   of   this   memor`able   and   historic   Summit

which   marks   a   milesr,one   of   the    loth   anniversary   of   the      PTA.               I

would      like      to      extend      my   per`sor`.al      g.ratitude   to      His   Excellency

President    Fredrick   CF.ILUBA,    the    Pesident   of   the    Republic   of   Zambia

and    to   his    Cover.nment   and    people    for   t.he   war.in   and    brotherly   welcome

extended   to   the   OAU   delegation   since   our   arrival   on   this   hospitable

land.

Permit   me   also   t,o   express   my   appreciat,ion   and      congratulations

to    our    br`other    Dr.     BINGU    Vi'A    MUTHAfilKA,        the       See.-etary-       General       of

the   Preferential   Trade   Area    for   the   dynamism      and      colr!mitment      that

he   has   demonstrated   since   taking   over   the   r`.elm   of      affair.s      of      the

Organization.      I   would   like   to   assur`e   him   of   my   f`ullest   cooperation

and   that      of      the      OAU      as      he   continues      to      dischar.ge      his

responsibili ties .

Mr.     Chairman

/
On   this;olemn   occasion      when      we   are      celebr.ating      the         loth

anniversary.'of   the   PTA,    it   is      appropriate      for      us      tcl   reflect      on

the      performance   of   this   imporatant   regional      organization,    .dur.ing
•the   past   decade.         Emerging   from   the   ruins   and   ashes   of   the   defunct

East   Af`rican   Community,       the   Preferential      Trade      Area.       (PTA)         was

?
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establis:led    c)n    December    21,198TI     h`it,hin    the    i-ramework    of    the    Lagos

Plan    ol-friction       anr^    t,he    Final    A,t    of    Lagos    ar\d    became       or~\erationa|

on    3.0    September    1982.           The    t)irth    of    the    PTtl`    aLd    its    progress    have

been   a   i urther   manif estation      ol-      the      leadership      role      that      the

countries   in   Eastern      and      Southern   African   region   have    played   not

only    ±n    the    political    decolonizat,ion      and      liberation      of         Africa

but,       also      in      t,he       economic       liberation      of      our      cont,inent.

The    OAU    takes    pride    in    the          achievements       of       the       PTA.       Our

continent,al    organization   stands   ready   to   continue      to    collaborate

with    th:I    PTA    in    its    futur.e    agenda      which   according      to       it}s    Treaty

and   strategy   is   to   transform   the   Preferential   Trade      Ar.ea      into      a

Common   Market    for   Eastern   and   Southern   African   States    by   the      year

::::.ha::  ::k::S:I:::t:n:e::c::::n:nm:::  i::hbr::p:::  ±Cugfafe5<

relationship   between    the    PTA    and   SADC,    the   OAU       remains       ready   to

make   its   contrit)utions   in   the   study   to   be   undertaken.

Mr.    Chairman

Distinguished   Heads   of   State   and   Government

As   you   will   recall,    when   you   joined   your   colleagues      the   Head

of   State   and    Government    from      the      other      regions      of`      the      OAU   in

signing   the   Tr`eaty   establishing      the      African      Economic      Community

in   June    1991,       you   did   pl.ovide   that   during   the    f`irst      phase   of   the

process,       the   OAU      should   endeavour      to   consolidate      the      Regional
Economic   Communities,    such   as      the   PTA.          It      is   in   such   vein   that

the   OAU   has   formulated      a   Protocol      which      will      govern   the   legal,

structur`al   and   the   functional   relationships   between      them   and      the

Afr.ican    Economic    Community.       The    said    Protocol    is.currently      under

discussion   and      negotiation.          Before      its   finalizatior.,       the      OAU

would   fully   take   into   account   the   views   of   all   Member      States      and

those   of      the      African      regional      economic      communities   and   in   due

course,.     would      be      submitted   for   your   signatur'es      and      be   ainnexed

to   the   Abuja   Treaty.

Further`more,    in   the   bid      to      str`engthen      the      PTA      and      other

r.egional      economic   commurlities,      I   have      personally,      on   behalf   of

the   OAU,    on   different      occasions,      made      specific        requests           to
multilater.al   agencies,      like      the     World      Bamk,      the   International
Monetary   Fund   and   the    Commission   of   the      European      Communities      to

., `EL
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suppor.t   the   economic   integration   projects   and   progr.anmes   of   African
regior,al.       economic       ccmmunities       s`jch       as       tL,c;       PTA.

It   is   our   expectation   that      in      the      next   few   months,    the   full
transitional      requirements      of      the      AEC      Treaty,         regarding         the

ratification,       woulcl       be      met       so       that!    the    r,oT.munity          carl    become

operat,ional.      In   t,his   connection,    I   would   like   to      appeal       to         the

Heads   of   State   and      Government    of   those   Member   States      of      the      PTA

that   have   not   yet   done   so,    to   endeavour`      to   ratify   the   ABC      Treaty,

so   that   t,he   Treaty   could   come   into   force.            It      is      therefore,    our

hope   that   this   can    be    possible    by   the   time      of   the   riext    OAU      Summit

scheduled   to   be   held   in   Cairo   from      June      28      to      June      30,          1993.

Mr.    Chairman

Distinguished   Heads   of   State   and   Government

As   the   PTA   prepal`es   to   enter   its      second      decade,         one         must

also   reflect   on   the   socio-political   envioronment     under     which        it
must   operaLte.            The      said      envir`onment      will      also      influence    'the

new   pr.iorities   of   the      OAU.          These   pr`orities      are         predicted         on

the   clear   recognition   that   without   peace,   stability     and     security,
meaningful      economic      development,         and         especially                 economic

integration   is   a   goal   that   becomes   difficult,      if     not        impossible
to   attain.       Consequently,    as   the   OAU   pursues   the      goal      of   economic

cooperation   and   integration,    which   is   a   priority     it      must        pursue
with   vigour   and   determination,    it   has,         at      the      same      time,            to

pursue   its   agenda   for   peace   and   security   in   our   countries.

That   is   why   the   issue   of   conflict   prevention,      management      and

resolution     must      assume      top   priority        in      the      affairs      of`        the
Organization.         It   is   also   why   the   OAU      and      t,he      Member      States   of

the   Organization   must   leave   no   stone      unturned      in      devising        ways

and   means   towar`ds   conflict   resolution.       In   this   connection,       I   wish

to   refere   br`iefly   to   some   of   the   conflicts   in   the   PTA   region.            We

are   encour`aged   ;t   the   developments   in   Mozambique   arisi.ng      from      the

Peace         Accord         signed         between        President         Chisano                         and

Mr.    Alfonso   Dlakhama,    leader   of   Renamo.       The      OAU,       as   required      by

the   par`ties,   will   play   its   part   in   the   inplementation   of   the   Accord-
We   pay   tribute   to   President      Chisano     for`      his      statesmanship        and

vision.      We   also     recognize      the     important      role      played      by        the
mediators   and   wish   to   highlight   the   particular   contribution   made   by
Presidents   Mugabe,    Masire   and   Moi.
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Wc.   ar.e    also    encouraged    by    tlie   ongoing    efl`orts    to    end    conflicts

in    Fiwanda   and    res`Lor`e    peace    art    stability    in   I,hat   war-torri,    country.

The    nee,`otiations    `De`Lween    the    Covcrnment    and    the    Rwandese        Patriotic

FI.ont    in    Arusha   have    lnade    significant    headway.          The       OAU       has    been

f`ully    i.nvolved    in    the    Rwanda       Peace       Process.             The          neighbouring

countries   as   well    as    non-African   observfrs    in   support    of    the       Peace

Process   have   all   contributed    to    the   progress   made   thus    f`ar.               But

special    tribute   is   due   to   Tanzania   and   President   MWINYI    for      having

patiently   and   energetically   facilitated   the   process   of   negotiation.
It    is    my    fer`vent    hope       that       scat,esmanship      and    vision       will               be

demonstrated    by    bot,h    the    Government    of    Rwanda   and    the    RPF    so   as       to

overcome   the   outstanding   issues         in      the      negotiations.            In      the

meantime   those   agreements   already   entered   to   should      be         respected

by   both   parties.
<

Mr.    Chairman

While   there      is      cause      for`      some      optimism      in      the      cases   of

Mozambique   and    Rwanda,       we       are      ver`y      much      distressed             by    .the

situation   in   Angola.    This   is   especially   as   we   consider`   the   optimism

generated   subsequent   to   the   Bisese   Accord      and      the      f`ree      and   f`air
elections   held   in   that.country.      We      consider      it   to   be      of     utmost

importance   that   the   Accords   and   the   wishes   of`   the   people   of      Angola

be   I.espected.       Furthermore,    we   consider   it   most      r`egrettable         that

there   appear`s   to   be   a   ressumpbion   of   a   full-scale   war   im   many   parts

of   the   country.      In   that   connection,    I   would   like   to   state   that
the   OAU,    which   had   sent,    last   month,    a   high-level   delegation   led   by

President   Robert   Mugabe   stands   ver`y   much   disposed      to      assist         our    lJj

brother.s   and   sist,ers   in   Angola   to   avoid   total   conflagration,   and   to

seek   a   negotiated   resolution   of`   the   conflict,    bearing   in      mind     the

verdict   at   the   poles   given   by   the   Angolan   people   and   the   pr`ovisions

of   the    Bicese    Accords.

As   regar`ds   the   traumatic   conflict   in   Somalia,              considerable

efforts   have   been   made   by   the   International   Community   including   the

United    Nations,    the   OAU   and    the   Standing   Committee   of   the    Hor.n         of

Africa   towal.ds   finding   a   solution.      It   is   encouraging   to   note     that
as   a   r`esult   of`   the   recent   meeting   held   in   Addis   Ababa,         with        the

firm   suppor`t      and      personal      commitment      of      the      PI.esident      of   the

Transitional   GovernTent   of   Ethiopia,    President      Meles      Zenawi,      the



leaders   of.   the   Somali    factions    did   conclude   and    signed,    on   Fr`iday

15    January    1993,    an    Agreement,    which    it       is       hoped    would    pave       way

for    the   convening   of   a   conference`o.n   National      Reconciliation      in

Addis    Ababa       on       March       15,        1993.          I          believe       t'nis       Agreement

constitutes   a   major   development,,    though   admi_ttedly,    it    is    just      a

begi.nr.ing   of   a    proc3ss.       We    would    theref6r`j       like       to       'irg.e             the

leaders   who   have   signed   this    Agreement   to   commit   themselves   to   its

implementatictn   so   as   to   ultimately      achieve      peace,      secur`ity      and

stability   for   Somalia.

Mr.     Chair`man

Distinguished   Heads   of   State   and   Government

Honourable   Ministers

Ladies   and   Gentlemen
<

The      decision      by      the      OAU      Assembly      of      Heads      of      State

and   Government      to   sign      the      Treaty      establishi.ng      the      African
economic   Community   is   in   direct   I.esponse   to   the   imper`ative      need

for   Africa   to   react   to   the   fundamental   changes   taking   place        in
the   World   Economy   and   on   that   score,    Africa   has   no   choice   but   to

cooperate   and   integrate.      That   is   why   I   would   like   to   seize   this
opportunity      to      invite      all      Member      States      to      implement      the

provisions   of   the   various   Treaties   establishing        our        regional
economic   communities.          Agreements   which      they      themselves      have

willingly   signed,      in     order      for.     us      to     integrate   the   African
national   economies   into   a   continental   African   Economic   Community,

which   can   become   a   force   to   reckon   with.      In   this   regard,    we      do

not   seem   to   have   any   option   t)ecause      the      trend      in      the        world

economy   which   is   now   characterised      by      new   and   strong      economic

and   trading   blocks,    all   around   us,   all   speak   for   themselves.

At   the   risk   of`   repeating   what   your   Excellencies   are   already

awar`e   of ,    it   is   pertinent   to   recall   that   at   midnight   on   the   31st
of   December    1992,    as    we    entered    the   New   Year   of    1993,    the    single

European   Mar`ket   came   into   existence.      Secondly,    over.   the      r`ecent

few   months,    the   NAFTA   -i.e.    the   North   American   Free   Trade   Area,

composed   of   the   USA   and   Canada   was   expanded   to   include      Mexico.

There   is   also   talk   of   the   Southern     American      Free      Trade      Area.
Therefore,    if   Africa   is   not   to   be   fur`ther   marginalized      in        the
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political      and      economic      spheres   of   t,he   world,       it      is   absolu|e]y
iripc`rative    that,    ',.e    tr`anslat,e    `nto   concrete    actions       t,ne          decision

that    your    Excellencies    and    yours    Peers    in    +I,he    other    Regions   of   our

Continent   have   made   towards    the   EC'onomic      Integration               of         the

Continent.

I

Mr.     Chairm,an

Your   Excellencies

Ladies    and    Gentlemen

Finally,    as   we   celebrate   the    loth   Anniversary   here   in   Zambia,

a   country   which   has   played   and   continues   to   play   an   important      and

indeed   leading   role   in   the   str.uggle   against   Apartheid      and      for      a

new   South   Africa,    it   is   fitting   that   we   also   use   the   occasion        to

rededicate   our   ef forts   in   suppor`t   of   speedy   and   positive        changes
in   that   country.      The      vicious      cycle      of`      violence,      death           and

destruction   that   was   all   too   familiar   a   picture   in   the   South   African
Political   landscape   in   1992   and   the   impasse      in      the      negotiati6ns.

which   dashed   our   hopes      and      expectations      for      an         uninterrupted

change   towards      a   democratic,       nor.-r.acial   and   united      South   Africa

must   this   year   be   replaced   by   a   determined   and   vigorous   pursuit   of

our    common    objective.

The   Organization   of   African   Unit,y   will      spare      no      ef`fort      in

support   of   the   attainment   of   this   not]1e   goal.      We   shall      intensify

our    support    to   the   ANC   and   the   PAC   and   to   the   entire    Anti-Apartheid

Forces.      We   shall   also   lend   our   support   to   all

who   are   for   genuine   dialogue   and   change.

those   in   South   Afri6aL'`

The   Member   States   of    the    PTA   have   a   great    stake   in   the   freedom

of   South   Afr`ica.       As   part    of   the    loth   Anniversary   Celebrations-which

incidentally   are   taking   place   at   a   time   when   the   OAU      is      about      to

mark   its   30th   Anniversary   -   let   us   resolve   to   do   our   utmost   so   that

sooner   r`ather`   than   later   a   democr.atic   and      non-racial      South   Africa

can      take      its      right      place      in      our`      Continental         and         Regional

Organizations.

I         T   H   A   N   K   `    I   o   u


